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New EMS Headquarters Discussed; 9/11
25th Anniversary Committee Planned

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Town Supervisor Theresa K. Mohan
opened the May 4th Pelham Town Board
Meeting, swearing in Susan Quintin to
the Town Library Board for a term of five
years, commencing on May 6th and expir-
ing on May 5, 2031.

During Public Comment, citizen after
citizen stressed that new headquarters for
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) needs
to be constructed so it will not disrupt
parking and traffic patterns. The ambu-

lance is currently housed beneath a tin
canopy.

Then a Resolution was passed, au-
thorizing the Supervisor to enter into an
agreement with Geddis Architects for
a Town-wide Facilities Master Plan to
evaluate accessibility and long-term cap-
ital needs of its civic buildings, including
Town Hall and Richard J. Daronco Town
House.

The proposal contemplates an ap-
proximately 8-week planning process,

continued on page 4

thepelhampost.com

V'S
| |
——

Shoreline
Publishing, Inc.

Westchester's Community News
914-738-7869 + shorelinepub.com

(4
WESTCHESTER &

WOMEN §
MAGAZINE
SUMMER 2026

. :\\ X

Celebraling America 230

Hazard Mitigation Key Topic at Village

Board Meeting

[ e e R SRR T
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Village of Pelham Mayor Chance Mul-
len called the Tuesday, May 26th Board
meeting to order, beginning with Trustee
Allison Anderson stating that she wanted
residents to know that Pelham is partic-
ipating in Westchester County’s update
of the multi-jurisdictional Hazard Mitiga-
tion Plan.

“This is a plan that helps communi-
ties prepare for natural hazards, strength-
en emergency response and protect resi-
dents and property. The County is asking

residents across Westchester to complete
a short survey. We encourage participa-
tion so that Pelham’s perspectives and
priorities are reflected in this Westchester
Plan.

Resident feedback is very important
not only for planning purposes but also
for maintaining eligibility for critical State
and Federal resilience and hazard mitiga-
tion funding.

The survey link is available on the
front page of the Village website, found
under Village News. There is also a post

continued on page 5
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Shaping Our Communities: Fresh Perspectives on Local Land Use

BY RINA BEDER

As Westchester communities look toward the future, questions surround-
ing housing, redevelopment, downtown vitality, and community character are
becoming increasingly important. The Larchmont-Mamaroneck Local Sum-
mit’s May program brought together experienced leaders in planning, govern-
ment, and development to explore what thoughtful growth could and should
look like in the years ahead. Draw-
ing on decades of professional ex-
perience, the panelists discussed
practical strategies, emerging
opportunities, and a broader vi-
sion for how communities such as
Larchmont and Mamaroneck can
evolve while preserving the quali-
ties that residents value most.

Panelists included Chance
Mullen, Mayor of the Village of
Pelham and Executive Director
of the Municipal Officials Asso-
ciation of New York; planner Bob
Galvin, who has served as planner

for numerous New York munic- Leftto right Bob Galvin, Chance Mullen and John Verni

ipalities, including Mamaroneck,

and is a board member of the Washingtonville Housing Alliance; and John
Verni, a developer and attorney specializing in real estate and land use and
former Chair of the Mamaroneck Planning Board. Together, they explored how
Westchester communities can address changing housing needs, strengthen
downtowns, encourage thoughtful redevelopment, and create opportunities
for residents at every stage of life while maintaining the character and sense

LITTMAN KROOKS

LLP

www.littmankrooks.com
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of place that define the region.

A central theme of the discussion was that many local municipalities are
already largely built out, leaving little undeveloped land for major expansion.
As a result, future growth is likely to come through redevelopment, adaptive
reuse, transit-oriented development, and smaller incremental projects rather
than large-scale new construction.

“Everything that we’re doing is redeveloping items that already had
something,” Mullen explained,
describing Pelham as “99 per-
cent built out.” Many recent re-
development projects, he noted,
involved former gas station sites
that no longer fit the needs of the
community.

Mullen emphasized the value
of creative public-private part-
nerships that combine housing,
commercial uses, municipal fa-
cilities, parking, and open space
within a single project. He high-
lighted Pelham’s recently com-
pleted municipal center project,
where the village sold publicly

owned land to a developer in exchange for a new municipal complex housing
the fire department, police department, village hall, and public parking within
a residential development.

The arrangement, Mullen said, allowed the village to modernize aging
public facilities without significant tax increases.

Panelists also stressed that communities must think strategically about

continued on page 4
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Shaping Our Communities: Fresh Perspectives on Local Land Use

continued from page 3

the types of housing they lack. Mul-
len noted that housing needs have
changed significantly over time.
Rather than remaining in one home
for life, many residents now move
through multiple stages of housing as
their needs evolve.

Communities, he argued, need
a broader range of housing options
— from apartments for young adults
starting careers, to homes for grow-
ing families, to downsized housing for
seniors hoping to remain in the com-
munity.

“If we’re going to be communities

where people actually stick around
for a while, then we have to have op-
tions for people,” Mullen said.

Verni focused on preserving vi-
brant downtowns and neighbor-
hood character while accommodat-
ing growth. He discussed the role of
“incremental housing” and adaptive
reuse projects in meeting housing
needs without dramatically changing
the scale of local communities.

“There are incremental things we
can do,” Verni said. “You don’t have
to just wait for one big project to
solve all of our housing problems.”

Notes from the Pelham School
Superintendent

Dear Pelham Community;,

We are extremely saddened to share that Timothy Magambo, PMHS Class of 2025
graduate, tragically passed away this weekend near Shelter Island. This loss is incredibly
upsetting for everyone who knew Timothy and our thoughts are with his family during
this difficult time.

Timothy was a graduate of Colonial School and Pelham Middle School before at-
tending Pelham Memorial High School where he was an accomplished athlete who
played for the football and lacrosse teams. Known for his smile and his kindness, Timo-
thy excelled academically as a member of the National Honor Society. He also demon-
strated strong leadership skills - formally serving as class president and as a peer lead-
ership mentor, and informally as an outspoken advocate for student voices within the
high school.

We expect that many of our current students will be affected by this news, there-
fore we have included some resources below and appreciate your partnership in dis-
cussing this difficult news with your children. Additionally, please know that our coun-
seling staff, social worker, psychologists and student assistance counselor stand ready
to assist any student who is in need.

Again, please join us in keeping Timothy, his family and friends in our thoughts and
prayers.

I am pleased to share that the proposed 2026-27 school budget was approved by
voters 830-277. Additionally, I would like to congratulate Annemarie Garcia and Sid
Burke on being re-elected to the Board of Education and express my sincere gratitude to
Lisa Martino Alves for her willingness to step forward and run an admirable campaign.
The results of the Board of Education election are as follows:

e Annemarie Garcia: 708
e Lisa Martino Alves: 501
e Sidney Burke: 674

The 2026-27 budget was developed around three key goals, including continuing
our robust educational program, supporting special education students and being fis-
cally responsible to voters - recognizing the rising expenses that are impacting us all.
We look forward to implementing this budget and continuing to provide our students,
staff and the Pelham community the rich array of opportunities that have been the hall-
mark of our schools.

I would like to extend my deepest thanks to our District Clerk, Valerie Miller, our
election inspectors, our safety and security teams and everyone who had a hand in en-
suring a smooth and fair election.

Sincerely,

Cheryl H. Champ, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Schools
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He pointed to projects convert-
ing former churches, office buildings,
and underutilized properties into
housing, including affordable hous-
ing. Verni also highlighted the grow-
ing movement toward transit-ori-
ented development and walkable
downtowns, themes promoted by the
Congress for the New Urbanism.

Verni noted that villages such as
Larchmont and Mamaroneck are for-
tunate to have strong downtowns,
small businesses, walkability, and his-
toric character — qualities residents
strongly value. At the same time, he
cautioned against creating places
where every downtown begins to look
the same.

Accessory dwelling units (ADUs),
sometimes called “granny flats” or
garage apartments, were discussed
as another potential tool for gently
increasing housing supply. Galvin ex-
plained that while ADUs alone are un-
likely to dramatically expand housing
availability, zoning changes can make
it easier for homeowners to create
second units on existing properties.

Adaptive reuse emerged as an-
other major theme. Verni described
projects in which former churches
were converted into housing while
preserving historic architecture and
community character. Galvin simi-

larly discussed efforts to repurpose
older office buildings and industrial
areas for residential and mixed-use
development.

Throughout the discussion, pan-
elists returned to the challenge of
balancing growth with preservation.
While surrounding cities such as New
Rochelle, White Plains, and Yonkers
are experiencing substantial redevel-
opment and increasing density, villag-
es like Larchmont and Mamaroneck
face the challenge of accommodating
change with a paucity of open land
while preserving the small-scale char-
acter and sense of community resi-
dents value.

Participants acknowledged there
are no easy solutions. However, they
expressed optimism that creative
planning, adaptive reuse, zoning flex-
ibility, and incremental development
can help communities evolve while
protecting the qualities that make
them distinctive.

The Larchmont-Mamaroneck Lo-
cal Summit is an informal community
council that seeks to make a better
life for the community by keeping it
informed of major issues of concern.
For more information:, visit https.//
www.localsummitlm.org/. To view re-
corded programs on LMC Media, go
to https.//lmcmedia.org/.

New EMS Headquarters Discussed; 9/11 25th Anniversary Committee

Planned

continued from page 1

including work sessions with Town repre-
sentatives and total fee of $23,000 for the
core scope of services.

With the need to improve accessi-
bility to Town Services for residents and
visitors, the Town Board determined that
relocating the Office of the Town Clerk
from the second floor to the first floor will
significantly enhance public access to es-
sential services by reducing barriers asso-
ciated with stair access.

Next, the Town utilizes the Catalis
tax collection system to support the ad-
ministration of property tax billing and
collection, with proposed enhancements
to the existing system, including an Email
Communication Feature and Online Tax
Status Portal.

Such enhancements would allow res-
idents to receive tax reminders and re-
ceipts electronically, providing a central-

ized and user-friendly platform to access
property tax information. Total projected
cost of the Catalis system is approximate-
ly $12,603.25 for 2026.

A Resolution “Hey Pelham! Heads
Up-Phones Down” promotes pedestrian
safety by preventing distracted walking,
including mobile devices, while crossing
streets.

Finally, a Resolution was introduced,
establishing a 9/11 25th Anniversary Com-
mittee, consisting of Town government
representatives, EMS, Fire, Police De-
partments, local schools, library, and
community stakeholders who may engage
regional and national partners, including
the National September 11 Memorial and
Museum.

Interfaith services and community
candlelight vigil are planned for Septem-
ber 10, 2026.

thepelhampost.com
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Girl Scout, Police Officer Recognized at Board Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Pelham Manor Mayor Jennifer Mo-
nachino Lapey opened the Tuesday, May
26th, recognizing seventh-grader Sloane
Varmley, a member of Girl Scout Troop
Number 1567, who received the Girl Scout
Silver Award for organizing a Homework
Club Tutoring Program for Pelham Special
Education Students, inspired by her broth-
er, who said that he had trouble doing his
homework.

Mayor Lapey then noted the recent
passing of Pelham Memorial High School
graduate Timothy Muganzi Magambo, 18,
who was just starting his educational career
at SUNY Albany.

“Our thoughts and prayers go out to his

family,” Lapey said.

Deputy Mayor Breda Bennett averred
that the Memorial Day Parade on Monday,
May 25th was cancelled due to rain, “but it
certainly did not dampen the spirits of those
who attended the Ceremony at Daronco
Town Hall. It was a beautiful, touching, and
solemn ceremony, remembering those who
gave the ultimate sacrifice to allow us to en-
joy the freedoms that we do. Former Town
Supervisor Dan McLaughlin was the Grand
Marshall and Keynote Speaker was Town
Historian Art Scinta.

Our colleagues in local government in-
cluded Assemblywoman Amy Paulin, Coun-
ty Executive Ken Jenkins and County Legis-
lator Terry Clements,” Bennett concluded.

Next was recognition of Pelham Manor

Police Officer Frank Lynch. “Village Man-
ager Lindsey Luft brought to our attention
that Officer Lynch just completed a pro-
gram which the Police Department recom-
mended and Board approved. Officer Lynch
is a third-year student at Pace University
School of Law. He is an editor on the Law
Review and was awarded a Federal judicial
externship. I want to congratulate him on
completing the externship and we are happy
to have him back.”

According to the Police Report, April
was a busy month. “We made 34 arrests and
had 351 incidents. We also had a larceny due
to an unlocked vehicle; stolen vehicles are
on the rise countywide. Just a reminder to
please lock your cars, remove those key fobs
and don’t leave personal objects in plain
view,” Sancho stressed.

Finally, Treasurer Kyle Booth pointed
out that the Fund Balance is approximately
$8 million.

Hazard Mitigation Key Topic at Village Board Meeting

continued from page 1

on the Village Facebook page.”

Trustee Krystal Howell presented up-
dates from the Fire Department and Arts
Council, stating that she attended the Re-
gional Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
awards on May 21st, with Fire Chief Rob-
ert Benkwitt. “There were a lot of honors
for EMS and First Responders,” Howell
observed. “The Arts Council is planning
for Juneteenth, celebrated on Friday, June
19th, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. If anyone wants to
help, they can reach out to me.

The Saturday Movie Series is sched-
uled in the Park, July 25th, August 8th,
August 22nd and September 19th which
is a question mark. I want to say that the
Town had a great Memorial Day Cere-
mony, not letting the rain interrupt it. It

was quite an emotional day, remembering
those who sacrificed their lives for our
freedom.”

Trustee Russell Solomon said that he
attended the New York Conference of May-
ors (NYCOM) Annual Meeting. “On the
Employee Relations Committee which I sit
on, were two issues; first there was pension
reform and the other was EMS funding.”

Non-Recurring Items encompassed
a Resolution Amending section 90-49
Schedule X: No Parking Any Time as au-
thorized by Section 90-15 to Create No
Parking on West Side of Ninth Avenue
from Lincoln Avenue to Park Place; Au-
thorizing the Renewal of Grant Consult-
ing Agreement with Millenium Strategies
LLC involving flood mitigation.

Summer is here, Pelham.

BRIGHTSIDE

ROOFING | SIDING | GUTTERS

Make Your Home Shine!
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Make your home shine!

Call us! (914) 222-4471

Frank Scappaticci
Owner, Veteran & Pelham Resident
Frank@brightsideny.com
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ANNOUNCING THE ANNUAL

Same Rate, More Value. 2025 Rates Extended for 2026!
2026 = 2027

Pelham

RESOURCE & BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Your business, product or service can reach thousands of new customers
throughout the year in print and online at www.thepelhampost.com!

By placing your advertisement in the 2026-2027 Pelham Resource & Business Directory, you are making a solid
statement to potential customers as well as loyal clientele. The Directory is mailed to 4,743 homes with additional
copies distributed to local businesses, government and real estate offices in Pelham and Pelham Manor.

SPECIAL FEATURES:

-- Your print ad/listing can be seen online all year at www.thepelhampost.com

-- Resource section for the Town of Pelham, Village of Pelham and the Village of Pelham Manor
includes school information and calendar, local government phone numbers, emails and more.

AD RESERVATION DEADLINE MATERIAL DEADLINE PUBLISHING DATE
July 6, 2026 July 10, 2026 August 4, 2026

Full Page Display Ad (4.5"w x 7”h)
1/2 Page Display Ad (4.5”w x 3.5”h)
1/4 Page Display Ad (2”w x 3.5”h)
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RATES A
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Back Cover (6 spots) (5w x 1.2”h)

To reserve your ad space, email Lauren Levine at levinelaur@gmail.com or call 917-880-7237.
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EcoPel Gathers to Plant Seedlings

From a simple question asked in 2021
— “What happened to the humming-
birds?” — a long-running, community-led
restoration effort began taking shape
across public green spaces and transpor-
tation corridors in the Town of Pelham.

The question came from the late Ben-
ny Bulfamante of Mario Bulfamante & Sons
while discussing the loss of everyday wildlife
and pollinators from neighborhood land-
scapes. That conversation helped spark a
partnership among the Environmental Co-
alition of the Pelhams (EcoPel), local mu-
nicipalities, the New York State Department
of Transportation (NYSDOT), community
volunteers, and Mario Bulfamante & Sons
that continues today.

On Saturday, May 9, that effort con-
tinued as volunteers gathered once again
at the Hutchinson River Parkway Adopt-a-
Highway Exit 4B corridor at Boston Post
Road and Split Rock Road in Pelham Man-
or to plant more than 400 native shrub
seedlings grown by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion’s Saratoga Tree Nursery through Eco-
Pel’s Plant Pelham Native initiative.

Alongside Bulfamante’s crew, volun-
teers planted Virginia rose, black choke-
berry, chokecherry, winged sumac, bay-
berry, and sand cherry bare-root seedlings
in connected drifts designed to support
the gradual succession of the existing
meadow into a shrubland edge habitat
more reflective of the historical coastal
ecology associated with the Long Island
Sound watershed.

The planting marked a milestone:
more than 2,000 native shrubs have now
been planted by volunteers through Eco-
Pel-led restoration efforts.

In just four years, the work has steadi-
ly expanded. What began at Veterans Park
with Girl Scouts Troop #1667 planting
25 seedlings evolved into meadow res-
toration projects, invasive vine manage-
ment, and the formation of the Pelham
Vine Squad to manage newly restored
habitats. The effort later grew into Girl

Scouts Troop #2617’s Sil-
ver Award project, Plant
Pelham Native, which
continues to scale and or-
§ ganize volunteers around
= ecological restoration
| projects throughout the
| community.

Over the past five
years, more than 341 vol-
unteers have contributed
| approximately 569 volun-
¥ teer hours through habitat
| restoration projects, inva-
sive plant management,
" native plantings, and float-
able trash cleanups — bringing residents of
all ages together around a shared concern
for habitat loss and a shared love of nature.

Why does this work matter? Across
our region, tree canopy is declining while
lawns increasingly dominate parks, road-
sides, and residential landscapes. At the
same time, ornamental and invasive
plants are often favored for convenience
or appearance over ecological value. To-
gether, these trends contribute to biodi-
versity loss, weakened food webs, poorer
soil structure, and diminished ecosystem
services such as stormwater absorption,
water filtration, and urban cooling.

What began with concern over disap-
pearing hummingbirds has grown into a
community-driven effort to rethink public
green spaces and roadsides as living infra-
structure for cleaner water, healthier hab-
itats, and a stronger watershed.

Most importantly, the work contin-
ues the spirit of Benny Bulfamante — who
believed that people who care can make a
difference, and that working together to
improve a place also strengthens friend-
ships, civic pride, and everyday communi-
ty connections.

The Environmental Coalition of the
Pelhams (EcoPel) is a volunteer-led 501(c)
(3) organization dedicated to advancing
environmental stewardship, education,

UNLOCK AMERICA'S NATIONAL PARKS
WITH BAYSIDE TRAVEL

WE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN
ORDINARY VACATION AND AN EXTRAORDINARY ONE

914.833.8880
www.luxurytravelservice.com

* VIRTUOSO

CELEBRATION
. TRAVEL 77

WESTCHESTER
WINNER
2020

Bayside

and community-based action. Through
initiatives such as Plant Pelham Native,
the Pelham Vine Squad, and the Seed Li-
brary, EcoPel works to restore habitat, im-
prove water quality, and engage residents
in caring for the natural systems that sup-
port a healthy, resilient community.
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WE ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU!
« Family Frozen Dinner Entrees To Go

« Juice Bar & Wheat Grass Shots

« Gourmet Hot Food Bar & Cold Salad Bar

« Premium Deli with Flat Bread Sandwiches

« Homemade Soups (Dairy free & Gluten free)

« Homemade Pizza

« Espresso, Cappuccino & Herbal Teas

« Fine Catering

924 West Street, Pelham Manor, NY 10803
914-738-6569 or 738-6156
Fax: 738-6800

MASONRY

NEW ADDITIONS

(914) 381-3838 Westchester
(203) 767-7096 Connecticut
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Pelham Public

ﬁﬁi@@cﬂﬂm@ luN@@g Adults: Read Books, Win a Prize

- Pnr Gruwn llps

Now through Tuesday, September 8

Reading contests for children have been a staple of the Library’s Sum-
. mer Reading program for years. But why let the kids have all the fun?
Adults and teens in 9th grade and up can play our Reading BINGO
game and enter a raffle to win a brand-new Kindle! Download a BIN-
GO board with instructions by visiting pelhamlibrary.org or stop by
=== the Library reference desk to pick up a form.

© ¥ Krochet Kritters with Kathy

=, & Tuesdays June 9, 16, and 23, 3:30-4:30 pm

") Join us on Tuesday afternoons to crochet an amigurumi. “Amiguru-

¢ mi” means a crocheted or knitted stuffed toy in Japanese. We’ll work

@ on a new critter each month. All supplies (yarn, crochet hooks, and
< stitch markers) will be provided, but feel free to bring your own.

p & /7,\‘ ‘A’ This drop-in program is for ages 13 and up, and no registration is
ame < . aa < required. Attendees should have basic crochet skills. No instructor

will be present.

‘H‘\\f

The Making of Jaws

Tuesday, June 9, 11 am-12 pm

Here is the definitive backstory of Steven Spielberg’s cin-
ematic masterpiece that frightened beachgoers around
the world. Learn the stories behind the shark, the feuds
between actors, the legendary score, how “You’re gonna
need a bigger boat!” became part of the film, and much
more! This program takes place on Zoom, and registration is required at https://www.
ypl.org/event/making-jaws-105014

Author of The Last Summer Sister

Country Club Summer
COUHUy (Club Tuesday, June 9, 7-8 pm
&mmer Join us for the book launch of Pelham author Rachel Cullen’s lat-

a novel i, est novel, Country Club Summer. She’ll be joined in conversation
M with fellow Pelham author Erica Youngren.
= Rachel Cullen is the author of eight women’s fiction novels. Be-

fore she was a writer, Rachel was a brand strategy consultant and

r_ worked in San Francisco, New York, Brussels, and London. Er-

ETTR o Youngren earned an MFA in creative nonfiction from Sarah

" .-‘ Lawrence College. She was an assistant editor at Clarkson Potter/

- Publishers, a staft writer for Harper’s Bazaar, and she has contrib-

uted essays and reporting to a range of publications, including Cognoscenti, Real Sim-

ple, The New Yorker, Slate and Instyle.Books will be available for purchase and signing.
Wine and light bites will be served.

George Washington Carver: Beyond “The Peanut Man”
Thursday, June 18, 11 am-12 pm

Renowned agricultural scientist, educator, and humanitarian,
George Washington Carver was far more than just “the Peanut
Man!” Born in Missouri to enslaved parents just two weeks before
the Civil War ended, Carver was one of the most prominent Black
scientists of the 20th century. He developed farming techniques to
prevent soil depletion, encouraged poor farmers to grow peanuts
and sweet potatoes to improve their quality of life, and was an
early promoter of environmentalism. Join us to celebrate the life and achievements of
this incredible Black scientist! This program takes place on Zoom, and registration is
required at https://uso2aweb.zoom.us/meeting/register/IKdpdEgcSkqlQbBAw_WhMw#/
registration

W@ Crafty Adults: Bag Charms
@ Monday, June 22, 7-8 pm

o4 Join us for Crafty Adults with our resident artist-instructor, Sara Mal-
& lach this month as we make beautiful bag charms: the perfect person-
'l alized accessory to adorn a purse, backpack, or clutch. This event will
¥ take place in-person at the Library and each attendee must register sep-
The Pelham Post June 2026

Library Events

arately. Register at https://calendly.com/pelhamlibrary/crafty-adults-june-2026/2026-
06-22T19:00:00-04:00?month=2026-06&date=2026-06-22. Sign up early, as space and
supplies are limited. Class begins at 7 pm. Please arrive on time as late arrivals disrupt
the class.

Summer Reading Kick-off with the Bubble Bus

Tuesday, June 30, 2:30-4:30 pm

¢ Back by popular demand! If you thought the little Story Time
bubble machine was good then just imagine how much fun a
k= whole bus full of bubbles must be! Join us for music and fun
N with bubbles as we celebrate the start of our Summer Reading
program.

QESTCHESTER Q LIBRARY SYS7e,

OF tHe

Calling All Avid Readers: Battle of the
Books

Practices occur in August, September, and
October with the Battle taking place on Sat-
urday, October 24, 2026

Will you be in 4th-12th grade in September
20267 If so, join us for Battle of the Books--a
book-based trivia tournament for Westches-

\_\-’_Y\’_J ter youth. The Pelham Library plans to have
two teams: one for 4th-6th graders and one

for 7th-12th graders. We’ll compete against other teams from Westchester libraries in
a Jeopardy-style format, with questions based on the five books assigned to your age
bracket. Interested in joining? For the 4th-6th grade team, contact Erin at emaloney@
pelhamlibrary.org; for the 7th-12th grade team, contact Kathy at kpalovick@pelhamli-
brary.org. You can also call us at 914-738-1234. For more information visit https://www.
pelhamlibrary.org/battle-of-the-books-4/.

Family Craft: Painting Black Icons with the Arts-
Q1 Westchester ArtsMobile

L |' Tuesday, June 2, 3:30-5:30 pm

Get ready to celebrate Juneteenth with the ArtsWest-
chester ArtsMobile! During this workshop, we’ll learn
how to do an image transfer using a pencil or carbon pa-
per and paint our own portraits of Black icons like Jimi
Hendrix, Maya Angelou, MLK, and more. We’ll have
acrylic paint, watercolors, and markers to bring your
icon to life on canvas or watercolor paper. This program
is for people of all ages, but kids ages 12 and under must
be accompanied by an adult. Registration is required at https://calendly.com/pelham-
library/painting-black-icons-with-the-westchester-artsmobile/2026-06-02T15:30:00-
04:00?month=2026-06&date=2026-06-02

Music and Crafts with Shay

Saturdays, June 6 and 20, 11 am-12 pm

Music and art aren’t just fun: they can help kids to
develop speech and language skills, reduce stress, and
@L £ ' cope with all sorts of daily challenges. Join Shay Ar-
f - -&ﬁ' mand for crafts, sing-alongs, and more fun activities
- . this summer! This program is open to all kids ages 5
and up, but we would like to especially welcome neu-
rodiverse and intellectually disabled kids.

Find move events at pelhamlibrary.org

Page 8 www.thepelhampost.com



Common Special Needs Planning Mistakes
Families Should Avoid

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS,
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR:
JOEL KROOKS, ESQ.

Planning for the care of a child with
special needs is a complex process that
depends on many factors. Federal and
state laws and policies, funding availabili-
ty, income levels, and your child’s physical
needs are all factors that go into creating
the most effective and efficient caregiv-
ing plan for your child. However, special
needs planning is not without common
pitfalls that parents and other caregivers
should seek to avoid. Here are some com-
mon mistakes people make when plan-
ning for their special needs children.

1. Leaving assets directly to your child
with special needs

Parents commonly draft wills that
leave their assets directly to their children,
including any children with special needs.
However, children with special needs of-
ten are heavily reliant on government pro-
grams such as Medicaid and SSI. Medicaid
and SSI have strict resource limits for el-
igibility. As a result, receipt of significant
property or a lump-sum inheritance can
be catastrophic for Medicaid recipients.
Instead, parents should funnel inheritanc-
es for children with special needs into a
third-party supplemental needs trust to
protect their eligibility for public benefits.
2. Failing to Obtain Guardianship - or
Obtaining Guardianship When Unnec-
essary

Guardianship may be necessary when
a child with special needs turns 18 and be-
comes a legal adult. If the child is unable
to make financial or medical decisions
for themselves, guardianship may be ap-
propriate to allow a parent to continue to
make important decisions on the child’s
behalf. However, in many cases, children
with special needs can participate in the
decision-making process or make deci-
sions for themselves with the support of a
parent or other caregiver. In that instance,
guardianship may be unnecessary.

3. Failing to Obtain Advance Directives

If children with special needs have the
legal capacity to do so, they can execute a
health care proxy and a power of attorney.
In these legal documents, the children can
designate their parents, caregivers, or oth-
er trusted adults to make decisions if they
become incapacitated and unable to do
so. Executing these important legal docu-
ments can help avoid the need for guard-
ianship in the event of the child’s future
incapacity.

The Pelham Post

4. Waiting Too Long to Make Plans or
Decisions

All too often, parents put off long-
term planning, both for themselves and
their children with special needs, as un-
necessary. They may assume that another
child will care for their sibling with special
needs or be unwilling to confront their
own mortality. Whatever the case may be,
waiting too long can lead to rushed deci-
sion-making during crises, which is typi-
cally not the best way to make decisions.
Poor planning can also lead to the need
for more expensive and time-consuming
actions, such as filing for legal guardian-
ship, when parents could have achieved
the same objective by getting guardian-
ship promptly when a child turned 18 or
avoiding it altogether by having the child
execute advance directives.

5. Waiting Too Long to find Housing
Securing appropriate housing for
an individual with special needs is often
one of the most challenging aspects of
long-term planning, yet many families
delay exploring available options until
a crisis occurs. Housing opportunities
such as supportive living arrangements,
group homes, supervised apartments, or
community-based residential programs
frequently have lengthy waiting lists and
limited availability. As a result, postpon-
ing housing discussions can significantly
reduce a family’s options and may lead to
placements that are not well suited to the
individual’s needs or preferences.
Families should begin evaluating
housing alternatives well in advance, tak-
ing into consideration the individual’s
level of independence, social needs, med-
ical requirements, and desired quality of
life. Early planning also allows parents
and caregivers to become familiar with
available programs, funding sources, and
eligibility requirements while gradually
preparing the individual for a successful
transition to a new living environment.
Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a found-
ing partner of Littman Krooks LLP. He was
named 2021 “Lawyer of the Year” by Best
Lawyers in America® for excellence in El-
der Law and has been honored as one of the
“Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. He
was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of
Fame by the National Association of Estate
Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the
American College of Trust and Estate Coun-
sel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be reached at
(914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s web-
site at www.littmankrooks.com.
June 2026
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Table Hopping with Morris Gut: Soft Shell
Crab Season Has Arrived

The season for fresh soft-shell crab
runs through September and there are
legions who crave this delicacy simply
sautéed or deep fried with some lemon
and butter. Nothing like a crispy soft-shell
crab sandwich with the proper condi-
ments. [ am a big fan. They first show up
from Florida and the Gulf Coast followed
by the popular catch from Chesapeake. As
the season wears on more venues will be
serving them. Here’s where to seek them

Kee Oyster House, 128 E. Post Road,
White Plains (914-437-8535), Owner Ekren
& Elvi offer a daily raw bar. The blackboard
lists the daily catch and include Soft Shell
Crab. And they are pristine. www.keeoys-
terhouse.com

Alex Bar & Grille, 577 N. Broadway,
White Plains. (914-358-1444) Proprietor Alex
Ahmetaj offers hefty cuts of aged steaks and
chops along with generously served North-
ern Italian/Continental fare. Plump soft
shell crab, too. www.alex577.com

Sea Shore, 591 City Island Ave., City
Island, Bronx. (718-885-0300) Jeffrey
Weiner and his veteran crew serve soft
shells in a variety of styles. Check out all

the dining areas. Daily happy hours. www.
seashorerestaurant.com

Trattoria Vivolo, 301 Halstead Ave.,
Harrison. (914-835-6199) Chef/propri-
etor Dean Vivolo will be serving soft shell
crabs out of his vintage diner any style in
addition to his popular regional Italian
dishes. www.trattoriavivolo.com

Eastchester Fish Gourmet, 837 White
Plains Road, Scarsdale. (914-725-3450)
A Westchester favorite for many years.
Don’t forget ‘Go Fish’, next door. www.
eastchesterfish.com

Brothers Fish & Chips, 172 N. High-
land Ave., Ossining. (914-488-5141) A hid-
den treasure in a nondescript strip mall.
Chef Elmer Oliveros does wonders with
his seafood menu. Soft shells are a special-
ty in season. www.brothersfishandchips.
com

La Mer Seafood, 407 Main St., Ar-
monk (914-273-1766) Under new owner-
ship, this market has been serving the area
for over 30 years. A sign on the window
says soft shell crabs have arrived. www.
lamerseafood.net

Bread & Brine, 119 Main Street, Hast-
ings-On-Hudson (914-479-5243) The place
bustles inside and out, and ‘summers in
Maine’ is the theme. Soft shells are a sea-
sonal treat. www.breadandbrinehoh.com

Dive Oyster House, 1201 Pleasant-
ville Road, Briarcliff Manor (914-236-3911)
Owner Kenny Neziraj will offer Soft Shell
Crab as a daily specialty. Fine seafood.
Happy Hours. www.diveoysterhouse.com

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing
consultant and former restaurant trade mag-
azine editor. He has been tracking and writ-
ing about the food and dining scene in greater
Westchester for 30 years. He may be reached
at: 914-235-6591. E-mail: gutreactions@op-
tonline.net)

thepelhampost.com
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Library Trustee News

The Town of Pelham Public Library
board of Trustees is pleased to welcome
Susan Quintin as its newest memeber.

Susan Quintin is a strategic business
and product leader with nearly two de-
cades of experience across global financial
services organizations, including leader-
ship roles at BNY, London Stock Exchange
Group, Russell Investments, and MSCIL
She currently serves as Asset Servicing
Strategy Lead at BNY. Throughout her ca-
reer, she has led global product portfolios
and business initiatives focused on innova-
tion, collaboration, and long-term growth.

In addition to her professional expe-
rience, Susan has long been committed to
nonprofit leadership, volunteerism, and ks
community engagement. She served as
Co-President of the Junior League of Pel-
ham and continues to support the League’s
fundraising and community initiatives, in-
cluding the Pelham House & History Tour. Susan has also served as a Trustee of the
Elizabeth Seton Children’s School and founded the Women Inspired Network (WIN)
in the Americas while at the London Stock Exchange Group. She brings experience in
fundraising, organizational leadership, and community-focused collaboration.

A lifelong Pelham resident, Susan attended Siwanoy and Colonial Elementary
Schools, Pelham Middle School, and Pelham Memorial High School. She earned a Bach-
elor of Arts from Middlebury College and an MBA from Thunderbird School of Global
Management. Susan lives in Pelham with her two children, Peter and Charlotte.

Susan strongly believes in the mission of the Town of Pelham Public Library and
in the vital role libraries play at the heart of a community. She is honored to support
such an institution that fosters literacy, lifelong learning, and connections across gen-
erations.

ThePelhamPost
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BUSINESS CARDS

$125. per issue for 3 months. Prepaid only. Just mail us your Business
Card and Full Payment and we'll take care of the rest. Mail to:
Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Ave,, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

~ WANTED!!
PARTTIME AD SALES EXECUTIVE

FORALL OF OUR NEWSPAPERS AND
SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS.

EMAIL COVER LETTER OF INTEREST
Shoreline  ALONG WITH YOUR RESUME TO:
Publishing, Inc.

es@shorelinepub.com

CLASSIFIEDS

r

ANTIQUES + ART ¢ COLLECTIBLES

Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture,
jewelry, books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, watches, gold,
comics, sports cards, etc. Call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE

Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady
w/10+yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson, Diabetes, Poststroke care,
etc. Seeks FT Job. Outstanding references available. Call 914-602-7318.

VINTAGE MILITARY ITEMS WANTED
Revolutionary War to WWII. Helmets, swords, bayonets, medals, uni-
forms and accoutrements. High cash paid. Please call 914-980-8678.

PROFESSIONAL HEADSHOTS - WESTCHESTER

Look confident. Natural. Unforced. Headshots for executives, entrepre-
neurs, creatives & teams. Tethered sessions. Guided direction. Real re-
sults. Book now at: stevesimonportraits.com

Classified Ad Form

6 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 PRICE, PREPAID $150.00 FOR 4 LINES.
Ad runs in 6 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to: Shoreline Publishing, Inc.,
629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

1)

2)

4)
5)

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:
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Proven success listing and
selling Pelham homes across
every price point.

MAURICE OWEN-MICHAANE

£\
Be.s

414 Pelham Manor sold for $2.2M — nearly 2%
er1ls$$1.065M asking price. —
Capital Realty NY

capitalrealtyny.com

414 Pelham Manor Road, Pelham, NY 10803
For more information go to: sellingpelhamny.com

A SELLER’S MARKET CREATES OPPORTUNITY

The right Realtor turns it into top dollar

THE RIGHT STRATEGY
CREATES THE DEMAND

/f o

, 414 Pelham Manor Rd.
Listing Agent
Priced at $1.965M. Sold for $2.2M.

1028 Esplanad

o ] . SR

1028 Esplanade Pelham inventory is limited. Qualified buyers are still looking. In today’s seller’s market, a

Listing Agent + Brought the Buyer ~ short, confidential conversation can clarify what your home could command — and how to

D d ted - Deal closed position it for the strongest outcome. There is still time to capture this seller’s-market
e e momentum — before conditions change.

Call before you list.Call before you decide.

: 4610 Boston Post Road .
J Brought in as Listing Agent C ap ital Real ty NY

New strategy. Contract secured.

Maurice Owen-Michaane
BROKER & OWNER

Phone: (917) 842-5552

& 03 Corlies Avenue ) .
maurice@capitalrealtyny.com

Buyer Agent )
= - i Bmughtquallﬁedluxu[’y demandt() Pelham Addresses shown represent a selection of closed transactions. @

...........
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HOULIHAN LAWRENCE

L.onger evenings.

Better light.
(Gardensin bloom.

SUMMER HAS A WAY OF
MAKING BUYERS FALL IN LOVE
WITH A HOME FASTER...

Take advantage of the summer market —

let’s discuss a plan to get your home listed.

PELHAM BROKERAGE
1 PELHAMWOOD AVENUE, PELHAM, NY




