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The Pelham Manor Fire Department, along with Fire Commissioner Tim Case, gathered to cele-
brate Firefighter Paul Fumo’s final walk from the Firehouse early this morning. FF Fumo is a graduate 
of Pelham High School and has served our community for more than thirty years. We thank him for 
his outstanding dedication and wish him well in retirement.

Congratulations to Firefighter Daniel Higgins who graduated last week from the Westchester 
County Career Chiefs Fire Academy (academy). In addition to the 20 weeks of training at the acade-
my, FF Higgins will receive one more week of in-house training before going into shift.

FF Paul Fumo Retirement & FF Daniel 
Higgins Academy Graduation

Brook Luce and Irene Basu Named Rotary 
Scholars of the Month for February

Rotary Club of the Pelhams rec-
ognized Pelham Memorial High School 
seniors Brooke Luce and Irene Basu 
as Marilyn Stiefvater scholars of the 
Month for February.

Brooke Luce, a National Merit 
Semifinalist, is a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society as well as the Social 
Studies, English, Mandarin and Science 
honor societies. Her science research 
has concentrated on micro-RNA ther-
apeutic for glioblastomas using gelatin 
nanoparticles avoiding viral delivery 
systems.She also had an internship 
studying genetics. She is a member of 
the Mandarin Club and participates in 
Varsity track and field.  She tutors stu-
dents preparing for the SAT exam and 
works with children with special needs 
(organizing games and activities) and participates in science community outreach events.

Irene Basu, who has earned several science awards, has completed Advanced Placement cours-
es in Statistics, World History, Chemistry, Physics 1 & 2, American History, English Language, Biol-
ogy, Calculus AB and English Literature. She is a member of the National Honor Society as well as 
the  Social Studies, English and Science honor societies. She has participated in summer research 
programs on pancreatic cancer after thoracic radiation. Her extracurricular activities include Help-
ing Hands for Hygiene Campaign, Worldwide Club, Medical Career Club, Animal Welfare Club and 
as the student representative to the school district’s Wellness Committee. She plays clarinet and 
enjoys Indian Classical Dance.

The local Rotary Club also awards a $15,000 scholarship to a graduating PMHS senior in June. 
Applications for the scholarship are available through the PMHS Guidance Department.

Left to right: Rotary President Kevin Falvey, Scholars of the 
Month Brooke Luce and Irene Basu, and Rotary member and 
PMHS Principal Mark Berkowitz

SPRING 2024 ISSUE INSIDE!



The Pelham Post    •     March 2024   •    Page 2    •     www.thepelhampost.com

* Source: OKMLS, Pelham Schools, All Property Types, Sold 2023, Ranking by Firm by Sales Volume. The Sona Davidian Team is a team of licensed real estate salesperson affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

Brokerage in Pelham
by Sales Volume in 2023*

#1
Maureen Cross

Associate R.E. Broker
Barbara McCann
Associate R.E. Broker

Margaret Nicholson
Associate R.E. Broker

Rosa Madeira
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Mary Michailoff
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Loretta Illustrato
Associate R.E. Broker

Deborah Meiliken
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

William Lawlor
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Carol Pezone
Associate R.E. Broker

Richard Davidian
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Molly Mulholland
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Ellen Hennessey
Associate R.E. Broker

Mary Quintin
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Gregory Spock
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Alexis Capezza
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Sona Davidian
Associate R.E. Broker

Laura Clemente 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Jennifer Gilchrist
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

Caroline Baccellieri
Associate R.E. Broker

Irina Dynov
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Martha Rubio
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Mark Paragon
Associate R.E. Broker

COMPASS 
PELHAM OFFICE  
O: 914.738.5150
207 Wolfs Lane, Pelham, NY



The Pelham Post    •     March 2024   •    Page 3    •     www.thepelhampost.com

* Source: OKMLS, Pelham Schools, All Property Types, Sold 2023, Ranking by Firm by Sales Volume. The Sona Davidian Team is a team of licensed real estate salesperson affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

Brokerage in Pelham
by Sales Volume in 2023*

#1
Maureen Cross

Associate R.E. Broker
Barbara McCann
Associate R.E. Broker

Margaret Nicholson
Associate R.E. Broker

Rosa Madeira
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Mary Michailoff
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Loretta Illustrato
Associate R.E. Broker

Deborah Meiliken
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

William Lawlor
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Carol Pezone
Associate R.E. Broker

Richard Davidian
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Molly Mulholland
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Ellen Hennessey
Associate R.E. Broker

Mary Quintin
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Gregory Spock
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Alexis Capezza
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Sona Davidian
Associate R.E. Broker

Laura Clemente 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Jennifer Gilchrist
Lic. R.E. Salesperson

Caroline Baccellieri
Associate R.E. Broker

Irina Dynov
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Martha Rubio
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Mark Paragon
Associate R.E. Broker

COMPASS 
PELHAM OFFICE  
O: 914.738.5150
207 Wolfs Lane, Pelham, NY



The Pelham Post    •     March 2024   •    Page 4    •     www.thepelhampost.com

www.littmankrooks.com

800 Westchester Avenue, • Rye Brook, NY 10573 • 914.684.2100
1325 Avenue of the Americas • New York, NY 10019 • 212.490.2020 

Attorney Advertising 

Helping Families
 Plan  For 

The Future

Estate Planning & Administration

Medicaid Planning 

Elder Law
 

Guardianship
 

Special Needs Planning
 

Special Education Advocacy

Jeffrey A. Monachino, a former 
longtime resident of Pelham Manor, 
died tragically in a single car accident. 
He was 82.

Jeff was born in the Bronx to Dr. 
S.R. and Vera (nee Morrison) Monachi-
no on September 20, 1941. He graduated 
from Pelham Memorial High School in 
1959.  Known affectionately as “Moose” 
by his many friends and classmates, Jeff 
played varsity football and was a varsity 
track standout.

Jeff received a B.A. in English 
from Dickinson College in 1963. He 
held the college’s record for the discus throw 
and enjoyed sitting under a tree and reading 
Chaucer. While rushing chairman for Dickin-
son’s chapter of the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity, 
he met the delightful Annette Romayne Cowan 
on a blind date. The two never looked back and 
were married on November 27, 1965.

Following college, Jeff embarked on a suc-
cessful career in sales and management, securing 
positions at Tuition Plan and the Control Data 
Corporation. In what he later referred to as one of 
the greatest developments in his career, Automat-
ic Data Processing, Inc. acquired the Broadscope 
Division of First National City Bank while he was 
employed there. Jeff spent many years rising with-
in ADP, later serving as Corporate Director of Sales 
Training. He worked professionally for several 
more years but decided to retire in order to spend 
more time with his family.

Throughout his life, Jeff’s greatest gift was his 

ability to make others feel valued. An 
eternal optimist with a wry sense of 
humor, he could be seen hoisting his 
thumbs and replying, “Two thumbs 
up,” when anyone asked how he was. 
He was an active member of the New 
York Athletic Club tennis community 
for decades, an avid gardener in his 
beautiful backyard, and an accom-
plished cook. More than anything, Jeff 
loved to entertain family and friends. 
He regularly welcomed them into his 
home for professional-level meals 
prepared with care from start to fin-

ish, earning him the nickname “Chef Jeff.”  
Jeff will be remembered as a dedicated friend 

and the most supportive husband, father, and 
grandfather. Indeed, his family was his greatest joy.

In addition to Annette, his loving wife of 58 
years, Jeff is survived by his two devoted daugh-
ters, Jennifer Monachino Lapey of Pelham Manor 
and Lisa DeGirolami of Leesburg, Virginia; sons-
in-law John (Ian) Lapey and Marc DeGirolami; 
and adoring grandchildren Paul and Cather-
ine Lapey and Thomas DeGirolami. His brother 
Reginald Monachino of Cave Creek, Arizona also 
survives, along with countless friends, whom he 
considered to be family.

The family will receive visitors at the Pelham 
Funeral Home, 64 Lincoln Avenue, Pelham NY 10803 
on Sunday, February 18 from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. A pri-
vate memorial service will be held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Pelham 
Preservation and Garden Society.

Jeffrey A. Monachino
1941-2024

Pearlman and Shelton are Rotary 
Scholars of the Month

Pelham Memorial High 
School seniors Padraig Pearlman 
and Laura Shelton were recog-
nized as Marilyn Stiefvater Schol-
ars of the Month for January by 
Rotary Club of the Pelhams.

Padraig Pearlman, a Lat-
in scholar and National Mer-
it Scholarship semifinalist, is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society as well as the Math, Sci-
ence, English and Social Studies 
honor societies. He completed 
Advanced Placement courses in 
European History, English Liter-
ature, Physics, Calculus BC, Psy-
chology, U.S. History, Art Histo-
ry, Statistics, World History, and 
Computer Science Principles. He 
is the captain of the Varsity cross country team. His extracurricular activities have included the Pel-
ham Mel student newspaper, Latin Club, Creative Writing Club. This past summer he attended the 
Creative Writing Master Class in Fiction at Columbia.

Laura Shelton, Vice President of the Student Association, is a member of the National Honor 
Society as well as the Math, Science, English, World Language and Social Studies honor societies. 
She completed Advanced Placement courses in World History, Physics 1 & 2, Art History, U.S. His-
tory, English Language, Calculus BC, English Literature and Composition and U.S. Government and 
Politics. Her athletic achievements have been in soccer and track and field. Her extracurricular 
activities have included the Pelham Examiner student newspaper online, President of the Women’s 
Empowerment Club, Vice President of the Students for Refugees Club as well as the Do Something 
Club and Ocean Conservation Club.

In addition to recognizing PMHS Scholars of the Month during the school year, Rotary awards 
a $15,000 scholarship to a graduating PMHS senior in June. Applications for the scholarship will be 
available through the PMHS Guidance Department in the spring.

For more information on Rotary Club of the Pelhams, visit pelhamrotary.com

Left to right: Rotary President Kevin Falvey, Scholars of the Month 
Padraig Pearlman and Laura Shelton and Rotary member and PMHS 
Principal Mark Berkowitz
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Candidate Statement: Kate Pringle
I am honored to seek your support for elec-

tion, together with Mark Cardwell, to the Pel-
ham Manor Board of Trustees. 

As an attorney, I have spent years advis-
ing major corporations on how to reduce risks, 
strengthen governance, implement best prac-
tices, and craft consensus. I have been able to 
use this experience in service on the boards of 
Huguenot Memorial Church and the Pelham Art 
Center, on Personnel Committees, and on the 
School District Advocacy Committee. I was also 
Board Chair of Bread for the World, a national, 
bi-partisan advocacy and policy organization 
working to prevent hunger.

I have worked with many of you on proj-
ects that bring our community together in gen-
erosity. I help run the annual Huguenot Charity 
Christmas Tree Sale. I ran the Huguenot Hoops 
kids’ basketball program, have hosted Novel 
Night dinners, and join in regular food collec-
tions. 

My husband, John McCormick, and I feel so 
fortunate to have raised our family here.  Pel-
ham Manor has supported us and instilled in our 
children a sense of community, responsibility, 
and pride. 

I am excited to apply my experience in ser-
vice of the community I love. As Trustee, I will 
focus on the following:  

Flooding:  Now is the time to solve our 
flooding problems. We need peer review of the 
existing study and a real plan to fix our prob-
lems. I will work with our elected officials to 
secure available funding. And I will plan for the 
future needs of our shoreline, parks, and infra-
structure, to preserve our community and en-
hance our quality of life.  

Budgeting:  Our taxes are high and a sig-
nificant burden. We can save money, while im-
proving services, by coordinating with neigh-
boring jurisdictions, modernizing our elections, 
and upgrading our practices. I will invite public 
review of every line of our budget and work to 
employ or reduce our oversized reserve. 

Safety and Walkability:  Years ago my son 
was hit by a car as he walked home from school 
– he was ok, but I will never forget how close our 
family came to tragedy.  I will work to address 
aggressive driving, and ensure pedestrian and 
rider safety. 

Management:  With our new Police Chief, 
Fire Chief, and Village Administrator, we have 
an opportunity to 
move beyond past 
scandals and ex-
pensive lawsuits. 
We need to instill 
best practices to 
ensure that our 
employees and of-
ficers are strong-
ly supported and 
deliver the high-
est professional 
services. I have 
worked on person-
nel issues for years, 
and I am eager to 
apply that exper-
tise as a Trustee. 

Vibrancy:  Let’s engage our community in 
dreaming bigger. We can make our parks more 
vibrant, preserve our history and architecture, 
attract exciting businesses, improve recreation-
al spaces, and enhance stewardship of our air 
and water. We can do more to ensure that every 
member of our community is included and sup-
ported. Let’s work together and achieve more 
for our community! 

Please contact me at Kate@ManorTogeth-
er.com, I am interested in your ideas for our 
community.   

I hope I can earn your vote. 

Kate Pringle 

I am honored to be a candidate for the Vil-
lage of Pelham Manor Board of Trustees with 
Kate Pringle. 

I love our village, and I’m running because 
my experience qualifies me to help keep our 
community safe.

I have lived in the Manor with my wife Mar-
garet and sons Jack and Sam for over 13 years. I 

have dived into roles 
in our community 
where I make a dif-
ference, volunteer-
ing as a firefighter 
in Pelham Manor 
and as an EMT with 
Mamaroneck EMS, 
serving on the 
frontlines through-
out the height of 
the pandemic. I 
have also served 
as a Scout leader 
in Pelham Troop 1 
and as a food res-
cue volunteer with 
County Harvest.  

I am running for the Board to continue my 
work to improve public safety in our communi-
ty, ensuring that everyone in the Manor is safe 
in their homes. I’ve been proud to play a part 
in bringing an ambulance to Pelham. But much 
more needs to be done to improve the safety of 
our families – from better pedestrian crossings 
to improved allocation of resources to ensure 
everyone is safe. And my EMS, fire, and law en-
forcement experience makes me uniquely qual-
ified to ensure we have a safe village. When you 
call 911, you should get the help you need.

I will also focus on the increasing threat to 
our safety in our homes and streets as we con-
front the growing storms and flooding in our 
community.  The Manor fire department was 
forced to rescue drivers from their cars this past 

September, and this must not happen again. We 
must take real action to protect our families, 
maintain property values, and help our village 
flourish.  

And finally, I’ll work to stop the growth in 
village spending, ensuring that we get the best 
possible value for our tax dollars. Our village 
budget has ballooned to more than $18 million 
annually, an increase of $4 million in just the 
past eight years.

Meeting this defining moment will require 
a different approach to leadership--more lis-
tening, collaboration, and fiscal transparency:
• Listening - to understand and leverage our 

community
 Listening, and hearing, is a skill. I’m com-

mitted to respectfully listening to everyone 
more and talking less.

• Collaboration - to reduce taxes and meet our 
challenges

 I’ll collaborate closely with Manor colleagues 
and staff, our sister village, our Town, our 
neighbors, and our county and state elected 
officials to ensure our voices are heard. Our 
village faces lawsuits and flooding work that 
will cost many millions – this issue requires 
skilled governance. 

• Transparency – for financial accountability
 I will also leverage my professional experi-

ence to ensure our village is more transpar-
ent and pledge to stop the growth of the $8 
million sitting in village coffers.

To keep our families safe, homes dry, and 
taxes manageable, we must urgently work to-
gether to find solutions to our challenges while 
maintaining the unique character of the Manor.

With our clear record of commitment to 
the village, Kate and I are uniquely positioned to 
lead the Manor through these times. 

I respectfully ask for your vote.

Mark Cardwell

Candidate Statement: Mark Cardwell

Three Ways for Pelham Manor Residents to Vote in Upcoming 
March 19 Election

Election season is here again for the resi-
dents of Pelham Manor.  On March 19, 2024 Pel-
ham Manor will hold an election for two Village 
Trustees.  (The Village of Pelham holds its Trust-
ee election in November.)

Changes in New York law mean that, for the 
first time, there are three ways for voters to par-
ticipate in this election. 

* In person:  You may vote in person on 
March 19, from 6:00 am to 9:00 pm, at the Pel-
ham Manor Firehouse, 4 Penfield Place.

* By mail:  Under a new NY law, any regis-
tered Pelham Manor voter may apply for an ear-
ly mail ballot.  Application forms can be found on 
the Village of Pelham Manor website, https://
www.pelhammanor.org/257/Village-Election. 
An early mail ballot allows you to vote by mail – 
even if you will be in the Manor on election day.

* By absentee ballot:  If you won’t be here 
on election day, or have a temporary or perma-
nent illness or disability (or meet certain other 
criteria), you may vote by absentee ballot.  Ap-
plication forms can be found on the Village of 
Pelham Manor website,  https://www.pelham-
manor.org/257/Village-Election.

To be eligible to vote, a person must be a 
resident of Pelham Manor for a minimum of 30 
days preceding the election and be registered 
to vote.  “Residence” means “that place where a 
person maintains a fixed, permanent and princi-
pal home and to which he, wherever temporarily 
located, always intends to return.”  As explained 
in new guidance issued by the state:   

“The crucial factor in determining if an in-
dividual is qualified to register and vote from a 
particular residence is whether he or she has 

manifested an intent to adopt that residence as 
a permanent and principal home coupled by his 
or her physical presence there ‘without any aura 
of sham.’”

Thus, for example, a voter who grew up 
in Pelham Manor but has now moved out and 
established a principal home elsewhere, is no 
longer a resident eligible to vote in Manor elec-
tions.  On the other hand, college students and 
those serving in the military can still vote in the 
Manor.  And a voter who lives in two places may 
under some circumstances choose one (but not 
both) as his voting residence (see 2023 Election 
Law Update from the New York State Board of 
Elections.)

Want to register to vote?  Register by 
March 8 to participate in the March 19 Pelham 
Manor election.  Go to https://www.elections.

Mark Cardwell and Kate Pringle

ny.gov/OnlineVoterReg.html.
Want to check your registration status?  Go 

to https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/.
Mark your calendar now for all the import-

ant elections this year:
March 19, Village of Pelham Manor Trustee 

Election
April 2, Presidential Primary Election (early 

voting begins March 23)
May 21, Pelham School District Budget Vote 

and School Board Election
November 5, Presidential, State, Town, and 

Village of Pelham Elections (early voting begins 
October 26)

Check and bookmark our website, pelham-
nydemocrats.org, for ongoing information on 
local candidates, issues, elections and events.  
Thank you for voting!
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Candidate Statement: 
Bridget A. (Breda) Bennett

I am honored to seek re-election as Village 
Trustee in Pelham Manor.  A registered Inde-
pendent, I have served as Trustee since 2018 
and currently serve as Deputy Mayor and Po-
lice Commissioner. In my Village service, I work 
closely with our residents, the Pelham Manor 
Police Department and our administration.

Born in the Bronx, I am the daughter of 
Irish immigrants who taught me the value of 
community. My husband, Tom, and I moved to 
Pelham Manor in 1997 because we knew we had 
found our home. We raised six children here, all 
of whom attended Pelham Public Schools.

My extensive record of local community 
service includes tenures with PACT, Prospect 
Hill’s Site-Based Council and the Girl Scouts. I 
have also held leadership positions with the Pel-
ham Little League Board, rising to Treasurer and 
Vice President, and I served as a Town Recre-
ation Commissioner for 14 years, with two years 
as Chair. My vision of a Recreational Basketball 
League is now a successful reality, boasting en-
rollment of over 500 children. Finally, I served 
on the Pelham Booster Club for 11 years, becom-
ing Treasurer and Co-President.

I remain committed to providing premier 
local services in a fiscally responsible manner. 

Pelham Manor continues to 
operate debt free, again earn-
ing an excellent fiscal stress 
score from the NYS Comptrol-
ler. We remain New York State 
Tax Cap compliant, as we have 
since the program’s inception. 

As Police Commissioner, I 
work to ensure that the PMPD 
is highly trained, extreme-
ly responsive and community 
based. Pedestrian and traffic 
safety remain priorities for 
me. Recently, when drag racers 
threatened pedestrian safety 
and created significant noise 
disturbances on our roads, the PMPD crafted a 
plan, resolving the issue quickly. Working with 
our NYS elected officials, Pelham Manor also 
successfully launched the first red light camera 
program in a Village throughout NYS. Notably, 
the PMPD has re-instituted the DARE program 
in our schools, following a COVID-19 hiatus. We 
have increased traffic monitoring and enforce-
ment and added stop signs at key intersections. 
AAA again conferred the Bronze Award to the 
PMPD in its Community Traffic Safety Awards 

Candidate Statement: 
Maurice Owen-Michaane
Dear Neighbors and Friends,

I’m honored to announce my candidacy for 
re-election as your Pelham Manor Trustee. Over 
the past four years, I’ve served as your Trustee 
with dedication, guided by the values instilled 
in me as an Eagle Scout and as a parent of five. 
As we look ahead, there is still much important 
work to be done, work that demands the dedica-
tion and experience I am proud to offer.

Local experience matters. Through my Vil-
lage service, I have helped maintain a fiscally 
responsible government without compromising 
on the quality of Village services you have come 
to expect, including responsive Police, Fire, and 
DPW. Our prudent financial management has 
allowed us to provide top-tier services such as 
twice-weekly trash pickup, while keeping taxes 
low and maintaining robust reserves.

If you’re like me, you care about your tax 
bill. I will continue to be fiscally responsible. In 
the past four years I have worked to:
• Maintain 100% compliance with NYS Tax Cap 

(since program’s inception)
• Ensure debt free status with strong reserves 

per NYS recommendation
• Fund infrastructure without borrowing or 

bonding
• Continue to earn impressive Fiscal Stress 

Score from NYS Comptroller (especially as 
compared to similar situated municipalities)

Here’s why fiscal prudence is crucial: 
Throughout the pandemic, Pelham Manor not 
only upheld, but enhanced its services. Unlike 
many municipalities across the state, we never 
once cut or reduced services.

As your Trustee, I’ve worked to spearhead 
significant infrastructure improvements, boost-

ing our capacity and enhancing 
the resiliency of our storm-
water system. Importantly, 
Pelham Manor completed an 
industry leading village-wide 
drainage infrastructure assess-
ment in June 2023.

While working on long-
term strategic initiatives, we 
also fast-tracked several inter-
im mitigation projects in acute 
areas, including:
• Peace & Townsend
• Highbrook & Heywood
• Iden/Carol/Wolfs Area
• Monroe & Grant
• Roosevelt, Bolton & Mt. Tom 

Area

Program.
In June, our outside en-

gineers completed a compre-
hensive village-wide drainage 
infrastructure assessment, in-
cluding in-depth mapping. The 
Village promptly implement-
ed related interim mitigation 
measures, such as fixing and 
lining pipes, adding catch ba-
sins, repairing a manhole and 
adding pipes and drainage in 
acute areas. We are also work-
ing on long-term strategic 
projects. Fortunately, we have 
built productive relationships 

with municipal neighbors that control receiving 
systems downstream. Working cooperative-
ly with jurisdictions that receive our water has 
helped Pelham Manor facilitate a regional ap-
proach to water management.

Through effective advocacy with New York 
State officials and agencies, Pelham Manor se-
cured the complete repaving of Boston Post 
Road in our municipal boundaries. Importantly, 
the NYS DOT completed this effort with state 
funding, not Pelham Manor tax dollars. 

I remain committed to environmental sus-
tainability, regularly attending seminars and 
workshops. The Village boasts a robust, cost-ef-
fective recycling and reuse program, recycling 
approximately 73% of our trash. We also operate 
an industry-leading organic waste recycling pro-
gram using a public-private partnership. Under 
this PPP, the Village supplies residents with free 
compost and will deliver it to residents. In 2022, 
we greatly reduced the days of week and hours 
of operation available for gasoline-powered leaf 
blowers, and in 2023, we again participated in the 
NYPA Tree Program. For each tree that we pur-
chase through this program, the Power Authority 
provides us with another one at no charge! We 
have purchased native species and varieties that 
consume large quantities of water, using a cre-
ative approach to water remediation.

Accessibility is central to my approach to 
governance, and I enthusiastically support the 
Village’s comprehensive communication plat-
form. I am here for every resident.

I humbly ask you to vote for my running 
mate, Trustee Maurice Owen-Michaane, and me 
on March 19 so that we can continue our work. 

Respectfully yours,
Bridget A. (Breda) Bennett

We also continue to 
work with our State and 
Federal partners on oppor-
tunities to secure funding 
outside of property tax rev-
enue, such as grants and 
state aid. Pelham Manor 
performs an annual deep 
cleaning of each stormwater 
catch basin. We also clean 
and televise 20% of our san-
itary sewer system on an 
annual basis (100% cleaning 
achieved in each 5 year cy-
cle).

Healthy reserves enable 
swift municipal action when 

critical issues arise. For example, follow-
ing a resident’s outreach in 2023, I worked 
proactively with the Village Manager and 
outside engineers to address a pipe issue at 
Peace and Townsend. The Village promptly 
installed a larger catch basin and extended 
an underground pipe, ensuring a long-term 
solution, without delays or external financ-
ing.

Finally, Village Services like Police, 
Fire, and Sanitation are important to our 
residents. I am committed to maintaining 
and improving the high level of services you 
expect for your tax dollars. With the Village 
Board I have:
• Maintained twice-weekly garbage pickup 

while others reduced services
• Installed new crosswalk on Esplanade/

Boston Post Rd with grant funding

• Worked to secure State Legislation for 
red-light camera at Boston Post Road/
Pelhamdale

• Repaved Boston Post Road in 2023 with 
100% state funding

• Extended crossing guard hours at Boston 
Post Road/Four Corners

• Installed new stop signs at Monroe/
Clay/Hunter/Oak intersections

When you elected me as your Trustee 
in 2020, I promised to work hard to serve 
you and the Village of Pelham Manor. Since 
then, I have been honored to respond to 
your outreach and inquiries. I am here to 
serve and have earned a reputation for be-
ing accessible and responsive to concerns.

Thank you for your ongoing support. 
My running mate, Trustee Breda Bennett, 
and I, will continue to leverage our expe-
rience to tackle important issues for all of 
us. Your vote on March 19th for Breda and 
Maurice ensures experienced leadership for 
Pelham Manor’s continued success. Experi-
ence does matter, as your essential Village 
services rely on it. Let’s keep the focus local 
and continue working as one for a bright-
er, more sustainable future. I ask for your 
support and Vote on March 19th for Village 
Trustee.

Thank you for your kind consideration, 

Maurice Owen-Michaane
Trustee & DPW Commissioner - Pel-
ham Manor
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Visit Mount Sinai Doctors in Westchester 
County and get access to the same expertise 
and medical advancements available 
throughout the Mount Sinai Health System.

Our six locations in Westchester County offer 
primary care and multiple specialty services, 
including cardiology, gastroenterology, 
orthopedics, breast surgery, and more.

Book an appointment close to home today at 
mountsinai.org/westchester

Mount Sinai 
expertise. 
Westchester 
convenience.

Mount Sinai Doctors-Yonkers
1086 North Broadwa, Yonkers, NY 10701
914-968-3535

Mount Sinai Doctors-Yonkers Orthopedics
984 North Broadway, Suite 306, Yonkers, NY 10701
914-369-1700

Mount Sinai Doctors-Scarsdale
341 Central Park Avenue, Scarsdale, NY 10583
914-370-5000

Mount Sinai Doctors-Hartsdale
141 South Central Avenue, Suite 102, Hartsdale, NY 10530
914-997-1200

Mount Sinai Doctors-Bronxville
77 Pondfield Road, Bronxville, NY 10708
914-337-2301

Mount Sinai Doctors-Pelham
116 Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803
914-813-3133



The Pelham Post    •     March 2024   •    Page 8    •     www.thepelhampost.com

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 years.
Specializing in custom installations for your home.

(914) 834-7300
carpets_onthe_corner

Spring Sale! Get 15% off 
carpet purchases made 

in March and April!

CARPET FAIR

13 ADDISON
STREET
LARCHMONT

2024 SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT2024 SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT

Benjamin Moore, North America’s favorite 
paint, color and coatings brand, has reinforced 
its Regal® Select Interior paint to stand up to 
the demands of everyday life like never before. 
The enhanced formulation features proprietary 
stain-release technology, increased scuff-re-
sistance and washes clean without compromis-
ing color or sheen integrity.

Regal® Select is the paint that generations 
of painting professionals and homeowners have 
relied on for years to deliver the premium-qual-
ity results that Benjamin Moore is known for. 
Its smooth application and unbeatable flow and 
leveling allow painters to achieve professional 
results every time. The durable, washable finish 
enables easier clean-up of common household 
stains such as pencil, crayon, coffee and more, 
across all Benjamin Moore colors.

Benjamin Moore Reinvents Regal® Select Interior Paint Enhanced Formula 
Designed to Withstand the Mess of Modern Life

“For more than 60 years, Regal® Select has 
been the brand of time-tested premium interi-
or paint that quality-minded professionals and 
homeowners trust,” said Alyssa Scagnelli Figiel, 
Senior Product Manager at Benjamin Moore. 
“Our R&D and product development teams 
sought to make this tried-and-true interior 
paint even better by ensuring it delivers a flaw-
less finish that is both beautiful and functional, 
resisting stains, scuffs and daily wear and tear.”

To commemorate the launch, the brand 
has also developed a new creative campaign, 
entitled “Lovestruck Objects”, that showcases 
a fresh take on what consumers think of when 
they think of Benjamin Moore. In two new cre-
ative spots, the brand features how much ob-
jects in the home love the durable qualities of 
Regal® Select; maybe even, a little more than 

the homeowners themselves! 
The campaign was devel-
oped by independent creative 
agency, FIG.

Available in Flat, Matte, 
Eggshell, Satin/Pearl and 
Semi-Gloss finishes, Regal® 
Select Interior can be tinted 
in 3,500+ Benjamin Moore 
colors and is available ex-
clusively at locally owned 
retailers throughout the US, 
Canada and international dis-
tributors. To learn more or to 
locate a retailer near you, visit 
benjaminmoore.com.

HORTICULTURAL SERVICES

Original Landscapes. Designed and Installed.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT  •  DESIGN & INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE  •  MASONRY & STONEWORK

OUTDOOR LIGHTING  •  CERTIFIED NYS PESTICIDE APPLICATOR

Christopher W. MacDonald
131 Larchmont Avenue    Larchmont, NY 10538

(914) 834-7508   
cwm1hortservices@verizon.net    cwmhorticulturalservices.com
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Matthew Marrone
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
M: 914.263.5878 
MMarrone@christiesrealestategroup.com

The Berkowitz Marrone Team at Christie’s International Real Estate Group The Berkowitz Marrone Team at Christie’s International Real Estate Group 
 is honored to be the 2024 Marquee Night Sponsors at the Picture Houses in Pelham   is honored to be the 2024 Marquee Night Sponsors at the Picture Houses in Pelham  

and Bronxville and we applaud honorees Amy Kerrigan Cole and Natasha Caputo for  and Bronxville and we applaud honorees Amy Kerrigan Cole and Natasha Caputo for  
their shared passion and tireless commitment to the forever beloved film industry. We look  their shared passion and tireless commitment to the forever beloved film industry. We look  

forward to many more years ahead enjoying popcorn, conversation and community.  forward to many more years ahead enjoying popcorn, conversation and community.  

Carol Marrone 
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker
M: 914.419.4000 
CMarrone@christiesrealestategroup.com

Owen Berkowitz
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
M: 914.819.7622 
OBerkowitz@christiesrealestategroup.com

Susan Reddy
Lic. Assoc. R.E. Broker
M: 914.522.8651 
SReddy@christiesrealestategroup.com

Michael Taraboulos 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
M: 914.703.2848 
MTaraboulos@christiesrealestategroup.com

Julia Nelson 
Lic. R.E. Salesperson
M: 914.374.2227 
JNelson@christiesrealestategroup.com

Scarsdale Sales Gallery
72 Garth Road
Scarsdale, NY  10583
O: 914.200.3931

ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED HEREIN HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM SOURCES BELIEVED RELIABLE, BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, CHANGE OF PRICE, PRIOR SALE, OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE. CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE AND ITS AFFILIATES MAKE NO REPRESENTATION, WARRANTY OR GUARANTY AS TO ACCURACY OF ANY INFOR-
MATION CONTAINED HEREIN. YOU SHOULD CONSULT YOUR ADVISORS FOR AN INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION OF ANY PROPERTIES. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF NEW YORK CITY, ALL REAL ESTATE COMPANIES ARE EXCLUSIVE AFFILIATES OF CHRISTIE’S INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE, AND NOT WHOLLY OWNED BY CHRISTIE’S. IF YOUR PROPERTY IS CURRENTLY LISTED WITH 
ANOTHER BROKER, THIS IS NOT INTENDED AS SOLICITATION.  

 Left to right: Matthew Marrone, Carol Marrone, Owen Berkowitz, Susan Reddy, Michael Taraboulos, Julia Nelson
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2024 SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT2024 SPRING HOME IMPROVEMENT
3 Tricks to 
Find the Right 
Home

For those beginning the process of home buying, there 
are many factors to consider. Keep these ideas in mind as you 
conduct your search - whether it’s online or at a series of open 
houses.

Consider Future Needs
Because life is always evolving, it’s important to move into a 

home that has enough space for your family’s anticipated chang-
es. While features and space are always prime considerations, 
don’t forget to, look into the area schools, day care options, parks 
and other kid-friendly amenities if you plan to grow your family 
in your next home.

Look for Flexible Spaces
Seek homes that offer rooms with multiple functions. For 

example, an office area may be suitable for a small child’s room, 
or a sunroom may be converted to a laundry area down the road. 
Unfinished basements are also blank canvases that can be cus-
tomized to meet your family’s wants and needs.

Get to Know the Area
The purchase of a home goes well beyond the property line. 

Be sure to examine the neighborhood in which the house is sit-
uated. From the condition of the neighbors’ houses to highway 
access and the proximity of necessities like grocery stores and 
gas stations, be sure to take every factor into account to help 
ensure you’re selecting the right location.

Find more tips to aid you in your home search at eLiving-
today.com.

One Wolfs Lane   ·   Pelham, NY 10803

 914-738-5678    meridianrisk.com 914-738-9293    REMeridian.com

Personal | Commercial | Life | Benefits
Joe Solimine, Jr.     js@meridianrisk.com

Expertise Every Step of the Way
kristen@remeridian.com  
simona@remeridian.com

Perfect Home?

Perfectly Protected?
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CT Local Leaders with Local Focus!Local Leaders with Local Focus!

❖  Village Trustee since 2018, Deputy Mayor since 2023  
and Police Commissioner since 2020 

❖ Served on PACT (Parents and Community Together)
❖ Served on Prospect Hill Site-Based Council for 4 years
❖ Girl Scout Leader at Prospect Hill for 5 years
❖  Pelham Little League Board Member for 12 years
❖  Recreation Commissioner for 14 years
❖  Driving force in forming Recreational Basketball League
❖  Served on the Pelham Booster Club for 11 years including 

as Treasurer and Co-President
❖  Co-owner of family home building company

❖  Elected Pelham Manor Trustee in 2020,  
DPW Commissioner since 2023

❖ Siwanoy & Middle School Dad
❖ Annual Fall Gala Chair – Pelham Civics 
❖ Scout Pack 4 / Troop 1 Leader
❖ Member of Pelham Jewish Center 
❖ Former Siwanoy Site-Based Council Member
❖ Former Pelham Manor Zoning Board Member 
❖ Eagle Scout 
❖ Small Business Owner 

THE BENNETT FAMILY THE OWEN-MICHAANE FAMILY

VOTE TUES. MARCH 19, 2024  6am-9pm  Pelham Manor Fire Station
or go to manorleadership.com for an absentee/early ballot request

– VOTE ON THE NEIGHBORHOOD OR REPUBLICAN LINE –

Re-Elect

MANOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

�������
�������

������������������
�����������
�

������������������

BRIDGET
“BREDA” BENNETT

DEPUTY MAYOR & POLICE COMMISSIONER 

MAURICE
OWEN-MICHAANE

TRUSTEE & DPW COMMISSIONER 
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Family Owned & Operated Flooring Experts Since 1956
5 SMITH STREET, RYE, NY 10580

914-967-5188    info@carpetrends.com
MON.-FRI. 9am to 5pm   SAT. 9:30am to 5pm

carpetrends.com          carpet_trends1956

and Household Hardware

For Expert Advice, Premium Products
and Every Color You Can Imagine.

BUY ONE SAMPLE
GET ONE FREE

Visit today and let us make sure you get the
best paint and advice to get your job done right.

914.835.083059 PURDY STREET
HARRISON, NY 10528

Take Advantage of Our
Everyday Discounts on Paint

 www.harrisonpaintsupply.com
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm  •  Sat 7:30am-2:30pm  •  Sunday Closed

GENNEX TECHNOLOGY
114

In 1910, grandfather Urbano Aletti began a paint business
in Harrison, and over 114 years later, the fourth generation

Aletti family remains the paint authority in Westchester.

LIMITED TIME ONLY: 3/5/24 - 4/30/24

Questions to Ask When Considering 
Carpet on Your Stairs

Are your stairs in good shape or do they 
need repair?

If you already have an existing runner on 
your stairs, is there a defined area between 
the wood and the covering? This will deter-
mine the width of your new runner.

What is the appearance of the area along 
the stairs? Wallpaper, paint, etc.? Would the 
carpet pattern clash? Consider the style of 
your existing flooring and the color of your 
walls and furniture.

Do you want the runner carpet to contin-
ue in the hall?

Do your existing stairs have any curves, 
landings, etc.? No matter how unique the shape 

of your staircase may be, custom carpeting is 
available and affordable.

Precise dimensions of the staircase, 
width of the steps, length of the risers and 
amount of steps is very important when or-
dering the correct amount of carpet.

Will your choice of floor covering need to 
be determined by the traffic flow?

Consider the style and aesthetic of your 
home when picking out the right floow cover-
ing. The floor covering should complement and 
enhance the existing decor.

Also consider how often the choice of 
flooring will need to be maintained. Some ma-
terials may require more frequent cleaning and 
care than others.
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS  •  RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

914-738-2807       914-668-0961       Fax# 914-738-2862
67 Lincoln Avenue, Pelham, NY

Member of Westchester County Licensed Electrical Contractors Assoc.
Licensed & Insured  •  Serving Westchester & N.Y.C.

• Panel Upgrades
• Landscape Lighting
• Kitchen/Bathroom
• Standby and Portable Generators
• TV Wiring and Installations
• Air Conditioning & Heating

• Lighting Specialist
• Violations Removed
• Recessed Lighting
• Electric Repairs
• Electric Car Chargers
• Pools

Over 60 Years of Reliable Family Service

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

FREE ESTIMATES

HOMEOWNERS–SENERCHIA–BOSCO INC.

Experience the Difference.

Quality Craftsmanship
and Unmatched Expertise.

91 FIRST STREET, NEW ROCHELLE, NY 10801
914-636-0722

info@dbilandscapegroup.com    www.dbilandscapegroup.com

SCARSDALE  •  HARRISON  •  RYE  •  NEW ROCHELLE  •  PELHAM  •  ARMONK  •  GREENWICH  •  RIVERSIDE  •  COS COB

DESIGN  •  INSTALLATION  •  MAINTENANCE  •  EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

WinterFest was an 
amazing afternoon of 
talented musicians and 
chefs, and an enthusiastic 
crowd! The event filled the 
Daronco Townhouse with 
a vibe of 100% Together-
ness. Master of Ceremo-
nies, Kira Findikian, kept 
the evening moving along, 
throwing in some jokes to 
engage the crowd. Open-
ing with Beastie Boys rap 
(WOW, Jack Cohen!), and 
closing with some Shake-
down Street courtesy of 
The Dead 5, we rocked the 
night away to the talent of 
so many amazing young Pelhamites! We are grateful to everyone who participated (see the lists of 
musicians and chefs below), all of the fabulous volunteers, and all our neighbors who joined us. A 
warm and bright moment during what can be a cold and grey time serves as an important reminder 
that these connections really matter.

We’re thrilled to report that Vangie Ray was our One-Pot Cook Off Winner! Vangie’s winning 
entry was a delicious Leche Flan from the Phillippines, which was a visual and tasting extravaganza. 
Vangie is an active member of the Pelham Seniors and was accompanied by her daughter. Families 
shared their favorite recipes, and Four Corners pizza had their specacular baked ziti. Special thanks 
also to our two judges, Rosa Polenzani and Suzanne Snyder, who generously tasted everything and 
crowned our winner.

Thank you to our sponsor, Westchester Music Academy and Chris Mongiello; we are so grateful 
for the support and your partcipation in the entire event! And special thanks to Girl Scout Troop 
#2286 who made the most delicious hot chocolate. It was lovely to share the evening with a few of 
our elected officials as well, County Legislator, Terry Clements, Town Supervisor, Dan McLaughlin, 
and VOP Mayor, Chance Mullen. Thank you for spending the time to celebrate with us! Looking 
forward to next year already!

WinterFest 2024 Entertained A Packed House
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Your Greatest Adventure 
Starts with Bayside Travel

We work closely with you to create the trip that fits 
perfectly with your interests and activity level. 

Bayside Travel partners with the top active travel 
companies, and enhances your journey with 

unique pre and post experiences. 
914.833.8880

www.luxurytravelservice.com

Last month, the Pelham Manor Volunteer Fire Company (PMVFC) hosted their 2024 Winter 
Dinner. It was a wonderful opportunity to gather and connect with the volunteers, past and present, 
whom help keep our community safe. We strive to maintain our combination Fire department and 
encourage anyone interested in getting involved to reach out to Michael Greco, Chief of Depart-
ment, for more information 914-738-8825. Any resident who is 18 years of age or older may become 
part of the volunteer company.

Pelham Manor Volunteer Fire Company 
Hosts Winter Dinner

Meditations II Opens at Pelham Art Center on March 7
Pelham Art Center announces the opening 

of Meditations II, on display from March 7-April 
14, 2024. Curated by Susan Nathenson and Rosa 
Van Zandt, the exhibition brings together five 
artists working in painting and sculpture: Alex 
Hutton, Elaine Lorenz, Howard Nathenson, Mel-
ita Westerlund and Satish Joshi. Their work res-
onates with calming and healing practices as a 
form of meditation. Large-scale paintings, steel 
sculptures, and found object assemblage piec-
es come together to have a quiet conversation 
showing the expanse of artistic practices with 
both abstraction and representational works.

An opening reception will take place on 
Thursday, March 7 from 6-8pm. The exhibition 

will remain on display during Pelham Art Cen-
ter’s regular hours through Sunday, April 14. On 
Saturday, April 13 from 1-3pm, a closing recep-
tion will feature a “Rock Garden” drop-in work-
shop led by PAC’s Teen Artist Council.

Pelham Art Center is a non-profit educa-
tional and cultural institution committed to 
providing public access to see, study and ex-
perience the arts, foster lifelong arts appreci-
ation and thereby strengthen the community. 
The Art Center was founded in 1970 and now 
serves more than 16,000 people each year. 
These events and programs are made possible, 
in part, by ArtsWestchester with funds from 
Westchester County Government with the sup-

port of County Executive George 
Latimer. Pelham Art Center also 
receives funding from: New York 
State Council on the Arts, A State 
Agency, and Pelham Community 
Members and Annual Fund Do-
nors.

Visit pelhamartcenter.org

“Mobile Four” by Alex Hutton
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Pelham
Post

The

Edward Shapiro, President and Publisher
es@shorelinepub.com

Cynthia Pena, Art Director, Editor
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Joyce Farrell, Editor
joyce.farrell@shorelinepub.com

Lauren Levine, Advertising Account Executive
levinelaur@gmail.com 

Mary DeYoung, Advertising Account Executive
mdeyoung.61@gmail.com

The Pelham Post is published monthly by Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 
Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. 914-738-7869. The entire 
contents of the Pelham Post is copyrighted. No portion may be reproduced 
without written permission of the publisher. The views, opinions and content 
of this publication does not necessarily reflect that of the staff of Shoreline 
Publishing.

Shoreline Publishing accepts the submission of articles, events and items of 
interest no more than 500 words with .jpg photos for inclusion in Shoreline 
newspapers and websites. Email to: shorelineproduction@gmail.com or Shore-
line Publishing, 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. Shoreline Pub-
lishing reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.

www.shorelinepub.com

Larchmont Ledger
www.larchmontledger.com 

Harrison Herald
www.harrisonherald.com

New Rochelle Review
www.newrochellereview.com

The Pelham Post
www.thepelhampost.com

The Bronxville Bulletin
www.thebronxvillebulletin.com

Westchester Jewish Life
www.westchesterjewishlife.com

BUSINESS CARDS
$108. per issue. Prepaid only. Just 

mail us your Business Card and Full 
Payment and we’ll take care of the 

rest. Mail to: 
Shoreline Publishing, 

629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, 
Pelham, N.Y. 10803

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $131.00 for 4 lines. Ad runs in 
7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to: Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth 
Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

CLASSIFIEDS

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-
235-0302.

SENIOR CARE AT HOME
Family Care refers live-in and live-out companions allowing to be in the comfort of your own 
home.  We specialize in referring Filipino companions. All candidates are fluent in English, 
background checks and excellent references.  For our personalized services, call Marie at 
212-961-6993.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alz-
heimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent 
References. Call 914-602-7318.

MARIA CLEANING SERVICES
Houses, Condos, Construction and Offices. Experienced with References Available.
Call or Text at: 203-312-4428.

PURCHASING MIDCENTURY MODERN, ART, ESTATES
Established NYC collector & dealer paying highest prices possible for 20th C. Modern Furni-
ture & Art. Single items and estate contents. Please contact me directly at 917-566-9451.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly woman to assist with companionship, appointments 
and more. Contact me at 914-298-8872.

Advertising Account Salesperson
P/T to contact current advertisers and develop new business.

Flexible Hours
Must have own transportation

Send resume to
nypublisher1@gmail. com

Flood Mitigation Update from Mayor Mullen
I write to share an update on the Village’s 

flood mitigation efforts. 
As you know, the Village has requested an 

easement from the Pelham school district to in-
stall a stormwater detention system below the 
blacktop and tennis courts on Fourth Avenue 
and place a pump station somewhere on the 
property (outside the playground area). We’ve 
offered $600,000 that can be paid directly to the 
district or be used to upgrade Julianne’s Play-
ground, above and beyond the cost of restoring 
the property to its current condition. Unfortu-
nately, the Village’s offer has been rejected. We 
also expressed openness to a transfer or sale of 
the property if the school district could agree 
to at least a “failsafe” easement, only triggered 
in the event the district’s voters do not approve 
the property transfer. This idea was also reject-
ed. The school district has not yet provided a 
specific counteroffer they would find accept-
able. They have only sought to set pre-condi-
tions for what we’re allowed to discuss. Their 
attorney has further stipulated that unless we 
withdraw our request for an easement and ac-
knowledge that a voluntary easement will never 
be granted under any circumstance, there will 
be no discussion of potential options and no co-
operation for the next phase of the project (geo-
technical study and surveys).

There are many reasons that we believe 
an easement agreement (either upfront or as a 
“failsafe”) is essential to protecting your inter-
ests. Since this has become a significant point 
of disagreement, I’d like to share a few of those 

reasons directly with you.
First, we believe an easement agreement 

simply makes the most sense for this project. It’s 
important to understand that the Village is not 
seeking to own Julianne’s playground or change 
its use. We don’t run recreation programs (those 
are run by the Town). We are not attempting to 
build offices or develop the site. We believe Ju-
lianne’s playground should continue to be used 
as it has for the last century, and we are com-
mitted to protecting it. In fact, we are currently 
exploring designs that may avoid a reduction of 
the play area entirely. Our only goal is to install 
flood mitigation equipment on the site in a way 
that minimizes potential impact on the play area 
and maintains its current use. 

Easements for utilities and other types 
of core infrastructure that do not change the 
fundamental use of a property are common for 
storm drains, sanitary sewer mains, natural gas 
lines, electrical power lines and telephone lines. 
When ConEd installs a new gas line, we don’t 
try to sell them the road or ask the public to 
approve the work. No aspect of this project re-
quires a transfer of ownership, and we have not 
yet heard any compelling rationale for why it’s 
important to approach this endeavor differently 
than we would approach any other infrastruc-
ture project.

Read the entire update at www.thepelham-
post.com
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

We write to whole-heartedly endorse the 
re-election of Deputy Mayor and Police Commission-
er Breda Bennett and Trustee and DPW Commission-
er Maurice Owen-Michaane.

Like many couples, we are registered in differ-
ent political parties; I am a life-long Democrat, and 
my husband Gary a registered Republican. It has 
meant some lively conversations around the dinner 
table over the years. But one thing we have always 
agreed on is that the Manor Village election is about 
local issues, not national politics –and that the two 
should not be confused.  Our local elected officials 
should be selected based not on party affiliation, but 
whether the candidates have a record of demonstrat-
ed competency, applicable skills, trustworthiness and 
a detailed knowledge of the community.  After all, we 
depend on our elected officials to look out for the best 
interests of our families on a wide variety of critical 
issues – financial, safety, environmental and local har-
mony.

These are the very reasons why it is important 
to both of us that we keep the current, proven team 
of leaders in place. Breda and Maurice are devoted to 
keeping Pelham Manor the special place we all know 
it to be. We know they are of the highest integrity, 
with an incredible depth of knowledge and skills on 
the issues that matter most to running a small village 
bordering one of the largest cities in the world. They 
lead with impressive competence, calm and seem-
ingly endless energy -- and community spirit. The 
services in our Village are second to none, and it is 
because of the hard work of Breda and Maurice, along 
with Mayor Lapey and the other Board members, that 
we can say that.  

Gary and I are taking the time to write this letter 
because we believe in the leadership of our current 
elected officials. Their proven record of responsible 
financial management of our tax dollars has main-
tained and enhanced the quality of life in our Village. 
Let’s keep our Village government focused on our lo-
cal issues, which Breda and Maurice do. 

We fully support their re-election. Please join us 
in voting to re-elect Deputy Mayor and Police Com-
missioner Breda Bennett and Trustee and DPW Com-
missioner Maurice Owen-Michaane on March 19th. 

Joan and Gary Friedman                                                                                                                                        
953 Peace Street

Dear Editor:
We are writing to support the re-election of 

Deputy Mayor and Police Commissioner Breda Ben-
nett and Trustee and DPW Commissioner Maurice 
Owen Michaane.  They are both tireless advocates for 
the residents of this Village, and we could not be in 
better hands.

Breda and Maurice have always proven them-
selves to be competent, efficient, caring and forward 
thinking. They are hard-working and really care about 
the quality of life in the Village. You just have to make 
a phone call to either one of them about an issue or a 
topic, and you will get answers—and much more im-
portantly—you will get RESULTS.

Breda and Maurice have a vast knowledge of the 
Village and our local government.  Their experience 
is worth its weight in gold. They have taken care of 
so many issues in a responsible manner.  They get 
results, and they are well thought out results.  They 
make sure they get all their information and consult 
with everyone necessary to put the best solution for-
ward.

What we appreciate most of all about Bre-
da and Maurice is that they are fiscally responsible 

stewards of our village.  While we enjoy the very best 
and responsive police, fire, DPW and administrative 
services, we are in excellent financial shape.  We are 
so impressed with all the services we receive and all 
the work that gets done, such as the paving of Boston 
Post Road, and yet, we carry NO debt.  This is a credit 
to their leadership.

We support Breda and Maurice for re-election 
and encourage you to do so also.  They are hard-work-
ing individuals who really care for this Village.

They provide financially sound leadership while 
maintaining the top level of services.

Join us in voting for Breda and Maurice on 
March 19.

Regards,
Mary and Joe Curto
1014 Esplanade

Dear Editor,
As a concerned member of our community, and 

a registered Democrat, I feel compelled to express 
my support for the reelection of our current trustees 
who have consistently demonstrated exemplary ded-
ication and service to our community, irrespective of 
political affiliation.

Breda and Maurice stand out for their steadfast 
commitment to serving the best interests of all res-
idents.

Their focus on pragmatic solutions, fiscal re-
sponsibility, and community engagement has yielded 
tangible results that have positively impacted the lives 
of countless residents.

Furthermore, their track record of transparency 
and accountability speaks volumes about their com-
mitment to upholding the principles of good gover-
nance. They have consistently welcomed input from 
residents, listened to their concerns, and worked tire-
lessly to address them in a fair and equitable manner.

In conclusion, I urge my fellow residents to join 
me in supporting the reelection of our trustees who 
have demonstrated time and again their dedication to 
serving our community with integrity and diligence. 
Our community continues to thrive under the lead-
ership of Breda and Maurice, who have proven them-
selves worthy of our trust.

Sincerely,
Sue Cirillo
980 Peace Street
Pelham Manor, NY 10803

Dear Editor, 
As a proud member of our Pelham Manor com-

munity, I am thrilled to endorse two exceptional can-
didates for re-election as Village of Pelham Manor 
Trustees: Bridget “Breda” Bennett and Maurice Ow-
en-Michaane. I’ve known and worked with both of 
them for many years and truly believe their dedica-
tion, experience, proven track record of accomplish-
ments and delivering results make them the brilliant 
leaders to continue steering our village toward a 
prosperous future.

What truly sets Breda and Maurice apart is 
their unwavering commitment to our community 
and their proven ability to get things done. They have 
a total of 11 children between them and understand 
firsthand the importance of building a village where 
families can thrive.

Their involvement in countless community ini-
tiatives demonstrates their genuine passion for mak-
ing our village a better place for everyone. I’ve had the 
pleasure of serving and working with both of them on 
various projects and community organizations. Bre-
da is a cherished friend and neighbor. Her active in-
volvement over the past 30 years in Pelham in various 
community organizations, such as Pelham PACT (par-
ents and children together), Prospect Hill Site Based 
Council, Pelham Girl Scout Leader, Pelham Little 
League, Pelham Recreation and Pelham Booster Club 
as well as many others exemplify her commitment to 
supporting our Village. Maurice is a wonderful and 
dedicated father of 5 and has served as the Pelham 
Civics gala chair, Boy Scout leader, and truly embod-
ies the spirit of service and community involvement.

When it comes to effectively managing our Vil-
lage, experience is so important. Breda and Maurice 
bring a wealth of knowledge and expertise, ensuring 
that our Village remains fiscally sound while main-
taining robust reserves.  When it comes to village ser-
vices a few of their many accomplishments include 
initiating a village wide drain assessment, navigating 
complex solutions for village drainage, and preserv-
ing our weekly two-day sanitation service.  Breda 
and Maurice have consistently delivered results that 
directly benefit us all & we can count on their insights 
for both short-term and long-term needs.

Their personal connections and efforts to en-
hance the fabric of our community make them exem-
plary leaders, trusted neighbors and friends.

On March 19, 2024 I encourage you to cast your 
vote to Re-Elect Bridget “Breda” Bennett and Maurice 
Owen-Michaane for Village of Pelham Manor Trust-
ee. Breda and Maurice have proven themselves to 
be exceptional leaders, dedicated to serving the best 
interests of our community and I believe their con-
tinued leadership will ensure a bright and prosperous 
future for the Pelham Manor community.

With Warm Regards,
Stephanie Courtien Royce
1016 Clay Avenue
Pelham Manor, NY 10803

Police Blotter
BY JOYCE FARRELL

February 24, 2024 –  HOT LINE
On the above date, a stolen gray Nissan 

with New York plates, wanted in connection 
with a homicide in Yonkers, was reported going 
westbound on Lincoln Avenue at First Avenue. 
A Pelham police sergeant stated that Lincoln 
Avenue was all clear and was advised that the 
Mount Vernon police had the car stopped and 
had detained its lone occupant.

February 22, 2024 –  FRAUD
A resident reported that she had been re-

ceiving letters from the Department of Labor 
regarding unemployment benefits, which re-
quested that she confirm her identity. The resi-
dent stated that she has not been receiving such 
benefits and has not requested any. She has not 
responded to the requests, and is in contact 
with the Department of Labor about this matter.

February 18, 2024 –  LARCENY
A resident reported that a package had 

been stolen from his apartment building. His 
package had been delivered at 4:30 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 17 with delivery confirmation attached. 
When he exited his apartment at 8:15 p.m. on 
the same date to retrieve the package, the pack-
age could not be found.

February 17, 2024 –  LARCENY/SHOPLIFTING
The police responded to a report from a 

market on Lincoln Avenue of a person shop-
lifting. The suspect was described as a light 
brown skinned male with short, braided hair 
described as dreadlocks and wearing a black 
and orange trucker hat and black pants. The 
store employee believed that the suspect was 
Hispanic and was on drugs due to his actions 
and his eyes being bloodshot. After speaking 
with one of the customers who was in line, who 
bought the suspect cigars and gave the suspect 
his phone number, the suspect stated that if 
he heard of any issues with that customer, he 
would come back and shoot the store employ-
ee. He did not brandish a firearm, but he did 
make a hand grabbing gesture toward his hip. 
The suspect then picked up a 12 pack of Corona 
Extra beer, saying that it was “on the house,” 
left the convenience store, and got in a black 
Kia Forte vehicle driven by someone else which 
then drove away. A car matching the descrip-
tion was caught on the LPR (License Plate Rec-
ognition) system leaving the scene. The matter 
has been referred to the detective division.

February 12, 2024 –  FRAUD 
Complainant reported that when she tried 

to make an online purchase of medical marijuana 
on the above date from a store in Mount Vernon 

for $445.46, she received a text message which 
instructed her to visit another website to verify 
her identity. She went to that site, uploaded her 
NYS Driver’s License, and sent the payment as 
directed via Zelle. After sending the money, she 
was directed to send another $499.00, which 
she was told would be returned upon delivery. 
She agreed and sent the money. When she re-
ceive a third-party request for money, she re-
alized that she was being scammed and refused 
further requests for money. The filing of the po-
lice report was needed to aid her bank in trying 
to get her money back. 

February 11, 2024 –  STOLEN PROPERTY
A white Lectric brand electric bicycle was 

stolen from Woodlawn Park. The owner of the 
bike rode it to the  park to meet up with his 
friends, and upon arriving at the park,  left the 
bicycle in an unsecured spot, leaning it against 
a fence near the entrance to the park at ap-
proximately 2:30 p.m. He and his friends then 
walked northbound on Wolf Lane to the train 
station, traveled southbound on NYAC Avenue, 
and returned to the park at approximately 3:00 
p.m. When he returned to the park, his bike was 
missing. A detective will follow up with the gas 
stations on Wolfs Lane to see if their cameras 
recorded someone with the stolen bike.



The Pelham Post    •     March 2024   •    Page 17    •     www.thepelhampost.com

+ 1 MONTH FREE
WHEN YOU BRING IN THIS AD

914.738.4000
872 PELHAM PARKWAY, PELHAM MANOR, NY 10803

PELHA M

PICKLEBALLPICKLEBALL
IS  NOW AT  

LEVEL FITNESS
IS  NOW AT 

LEVEL FITNESS

MUST ENROLL AT THE GYM
OFFER ENDS 3.31.24

MUST ENROLL AT THE GYM
OFFER ENDS 3.31.24

$0 ENROLLMENT$0 ENROLLMENT

Mayor Lapey & Manager Luft Visit with 
Pelham Seniors

Mayor Jennifer Lapey and Village Manger Lindsey Luft were delighted to address the Pelham 
Seniors at their meeting and luncheon yesterday. Topics of discussion included Pelham Manor’s fis-
cal discipline, local services and communication initiatives. Thank you to Pelham Seniors President 
Anna Perna and her colleagues for a wonderful event.

The Picture House Regional Film 
Center’s Marquee Night 2024 will honor 
Amy Kerrigan Cole of AOK Communica-
tions, presenting her with The Picture 
House Regional Film Center’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award in recognition of her 
dedication to and tremendous impact on 
the organization over the span of 12 years. 
Serving as Director of Communications 
and Consultant from 2011 to 2023, she 
played a pivotal role in shaping marketing 
and PR strategies, successfully increasing 
awareness of the film center and secur-
ing significant funds for the organization. 
In 2011, to revitalize the theater and at-
tract new audiences, Amy conceived of 
and co-chaired the organization’s annual 
fall fundraiser ‘Picnic in the Park’ which 
has sold out every year since and subse-
quently was named Best Event by West-
chester Magazine. In addition to Picnic in 
the Park, Amy was instrumental in TPH’s 
recognition in multiple Best of Westchester categories, including Best Popcorn, Best Virtual Film 
Club, Best Movie and Dinner and Best Arts Expansion. A Bronxville native, Amy was also an import-
ant part of the team that helped The Picture House expand to the Bronxville theater.  

Sponsorships are still available as is the opportunity to CONGRATULATE AMY! To become a 
sponsor, email kate@thepicturehouse.org. For more information and tickets, visit https://thepic-
turehouse.org/join-give/marquee-night/

Celebrate Marquee Night 2024 
Honoring Amy Kerrigan Cole
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Firefighters Migliarini and Senerchia Sworn In and NYCOM Seeks an 
Increase in AIM Funding

BY JOYCE FARRELL

At the beginning of Pelham Manor’s Board 
of Trustee meeting on February 7, Mayor Jennifer 
Monachino Lapey congratulated Trustee Daniel 
(DJ) McLaughlin on the birth of his daughter, Te-
resa Rose. She then announced a personal loss, 
the passing of her father, Jeffrey Monachino, who 
died on February 2. He was a graduate of Pelham 
High School’s class of 1959 and had been a fan of 
all things Pelham. She also mentioned that it was 
most fitting that the firefighters being sworn in 
and added to the Village “team” were from fami-
lies that he held in the highest regard. 

The first of the firefighters to be sworn in 
was Alfonso (AJ) Migliarini, whose family has been 
residents of Pelham Manor since 1970. During his 
senior year at the Valley Forge Military Academy, 

he was selected to be the cadet battalion com-
mander for his class. After graduating in 2019, he 
began working for his family’s local construction 
company. While working there, he enrolled in 
Louisiana State University’s online program to 
earn a degree in construction management from 
which he is scheduled to graduate next year. For 
six years, in his spare time, he has helped to raise 
more than $10,000 for ALS research.

The second firefighter sworn in by Mayor 
Lapey was Nicholas Senerchia,  whose family has 
resided in Pelham Manor for 50 years. He gradu-
ated from Pelham Memorial High School in 2020, 
where he was the captain of both the football 
and baseball teams and earned All-League hon-
ors in back-to-back years. During his free time, 
he volunteered and coached at various Pelham 
Recreation events and also worked at his fami-

ly’s electrical company. He played four years of 
Division 1 football at Bryant University and will 
be graduating in May with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in behavioral health sciences and a minor 
in business management. 

During the Public Comment part of the 
meeting, a resident asked about the status of the 
flood remediation projects. According to Village 
Manager Lindsey Luft, the Village is working 
with engineers on the water mitigation projects, 
which are in various stages. Trustee Maurice 
Owen-Michaane, who is also the DPW Commis-
sioner, mentioned that several ongoing parallel 
projects are going on at the same time. In Water-
shed 1, the State needs to dredge the Hutch, the 
Village has contacted the school district to get 
easier access to pipes, and regarding Watershed 
3, the area around I-95, the New York City Parks 

Department and the NYC Thruway Association, 
have work to do before the Village can have some 
of the work done that it needs to do.

Village Manager Luft also stated that the 
plans for flood remediation have not gone out for 
design yet as the Village is awaiting official word 
on the award determinations of some grants. If 
the Village were to start the engineering design 
phase and extend funds that could potentially 
be reimbursed without the awards having been 
announced, the Village would not be able to get 
those funds reimbursed. The Village Manager 
then reported that New York City is working on 
an analysis of the parks to have a better under-
standing of where all the water goes, and the DEP 
involved in that analysis. Also, the City of New Ro-
chelle is very actively going after improvements 
for their Whitewood Avenue section, and she is 
in contact with the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation (DEC) and Army Corp of Engi-
neers regarding the Hutchinson River. Trustee 
Owen-Michaane added that the Village has been 
working with other municipalities, working on 
interim mitigation efforts, and has been doing 
work constantly.

At the beginning of the Board of Trust-
ees meeting on February 26, Mayor Lapey an-
nounced another sad passing, that of Mary Galla-
gher, a long-time Pelham resident, accomplished 
educator, and the wife of former Pelham Manor 
Mayor Brian Gallagher. She was involved in the 
community and active in not-for-profits, includ-
ing the Manor Club. 

Also, Project Community, Inc., a local not-
for-profit organization headed by healthcare 
professionals which, for over 39 years, has pro-
vided programs to service children, teens, and 
adults, was granted permission by the Board to 
hold its Eighth Annual Color Run in Pelham Man-
or. The event, which will begin at Westward Lane 
and end at the Siwanoy Playground, will take 
place on May 19, beginning at 10:00 a.m., and last 
for approximately two hours.

Additionally, because there has not been an in-
crease since 2012 in funding from the Aid and Incen-
tives for Municipalities (AIM) Program, which plays a 
critical role in funding essential municipal services 
for cities and villages across New York State, the 
Board approved the adoption of the New York Con-
ference of Mayors (NYCOM) resolution seeking an 
increase in AIM Funding. The resolution urges Gov-
ernor Kathy Hochul to work with the New York State 
Senate and Assembly to increase AIM funding in the 
2024-2025 adopted State Budget. 

As-built Site Plan Application Approved for 139 Fifth Avenue 
and an Increase in AIM Funding Sought

BY JOYCE FARRELL

At the Regular Meeting on February 13 of the 
Village of Pelham Board of Trustees, Mayor Chance 
Mullen mentioned that Deputy Mayor Mike Carpen-
ter had joined him for the winter legislative meeting 
of NYCOM in Albany, which included a presentation 
by a firm that provided helpful insights into the grant 
writing process. He also informed the Board that 
there has been a lot of misinformation disseminat-
ed about the Village’s negotiations with the School 
Board regarding the granting of an easement by the 
School Board to the Village for part of the Village’s 
flood mitigation efforts. Unfortunately, the negotia-
tions have not been very productive. 

The main item at the meeting was the Board’s 
resolution approving as-built to an approved site 
plan application for 139 Fifth Avenue. The modifica-
tions include the addition of an electrical room, the 
creation of a tandem parking space with no change 
to the parking count, the addition of two ramps at 
the front of the building, the elimination of fifth-
floor pergolas and planters, a modification to the 
guardrail, and the addition of solar panels.

Finally, the Board approved the closing of Fifth 
Avenue between Lincoln Avenue and Colonial, and 
Third Street from Fourth Avenue to Seventh Avenue 
on Saturday, April 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for 
the 2024 Pelham Little League Parade.

During the Regular Meeting of the Board on 
February 27, Trustee Theresa Mohan encouraged 
residents to follow the Fire Department’s Instagram 
account, @villageofpelhamnydept, as it’s an amazing 
resource to keep up on what the Fire Department 
is doing, and Mayor Mullen mentioned that the Fire 
Department has received rewards for its Instagram.

Mayor Mullen then congratulated the North 
Pelham Bar and Grill for their opening night on Feb-
ruary 10. He also stated that he joined with the New 
York Conference of Mayors (NYCOM) and some 
people from the Westchester Municipal Officials 
Association to call on New York State to increase 
Aid and Incentives for Municipalities (AIM) Funding, 
which hasn’t been increased in the past fifteen years, 
though expenses have. Mayor Mullen also spoke of 
the discussions with the School Board regarding the 
easement sought by the Village and is hopeful for an 
amicable resolution.

The Board approved a resolution authorizing 
the execution of a memorandum of agreement with 
the Civil Service Employees Association, a contract 
representing the Village’s public works employees. 
Mayor Mullen stated the Village’s DPW has been 
absolutely incredible during a significant time of 
change for that department, the taking on of sani-
tation for the first time in many years, and they have 
“knocked it out of the park” while carrying on with 
their other responsibilities really well. He thanked 
all in the DPW for the service and for reaching an 
agreement with the Village for the next five years. 

At the end of the meeting, Trustee Russell Sol-
omon mentioned that next year, 2025, the Village of 
Pelham will be turning 50 and said that the Village 
should be celebrated and suggested working on 
something with perhaps the town historian and the 
arts council, among others, as it is something hap-
pen to celebrate. 
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Working Together for a Safer, Stronger, More Fiscally Sound Pelham Manor

Mark, a nonprofit and government leader, has served as a volunteer firefighter in Pelham Manor, an 
EMT, and Scout leader. Kate is a skilled attorney, with experience on local and national boards, who 
gives her time as a community volunteer.   

We want to use our skills and experience to serve the community we love.  We will work for a Pelham 
Manor that is:
 • safer, for our families, our pedestrians, and our homes
 • stronger, with improved infrastructure and a real plan to end flooding 
 • more fiscally sound, with care for every dollar and a focus on lowering our tax burden
 • more vibrant, with improved parks, services, and support for every member of our community 

MANORTOGETHER MANORTOGETHER.COM INFO@MANORTOGETHER.COM

MARK CARDWELL KATE PRINGLE
DEMOCRATS FOR MANOR TRUSTEES

VOTE MARCH 19 Pelham Manor Firehouse, 4 Penfield Place, 6am-9pm 
Or Vote by Mail, go to Manortogether.org for more information 
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Houlihan Lawrence Transactions Database: 1/1/2022-12/31/2022 Closed Volume and GCI, both on and off  market.  Source: OKMLS, 1/1/23-12/31/23, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by company, Westchester County.

A RT H U R  S C I N TA
Associate Real Estate Broker

Platinum Award
#1 Agent in the Pelham Brokerage

K AT H L E E N  A N N  R E E D
Real Estate Salesperson

Platinum Award

A P R I L  M O N ACO
Real Estate Salesperson

Platinum Award 

K AT H L E E N  G.  YO S T 
Real Estate Salesperson

Silver Award

S A N D R A  R I TO S S A 
Real Estate Salesperson

Silver Award

K U RT  W I E S E N M A I E R
Real Estate Salesperson

Silver Award

J A R E D  PA L E T T I 
Associate Real Estate Broker

Silver Award

P E L H A M  B R O K E R AG E  ·  9 1 4.7 3 8 . 2 0 0 6   H O U L I H A N L A W R E N C E .C O M

Congratulations to our entire team of real estate professionals for making 
Houlihan Lawrence the #1 Real Estate Brokerage in Westchester.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S
Houlihan Lawrence is proud to recognize our 
exceptional local sales professionals for 2023.

S A L E S  A W A R D S


