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Two New Constables Sworn In; Supervisor 
Attends Eagle Scout Investitures

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Pelham Town Supervisor Daniel McLaugh-
lin welcomed the public to the March 6th Coun-
cil meeting, terming March, “an Irish month in 
Westchester County.”

McLaughlin then introduced Chief Con-
stable Stephen Conte, who presented new Con-
stables Corey Dawkins and Ray Mena, both of 
whom were sworn in by Supervisor McLaughlin.

Rotary Scholars of the Month
Two Pelham Memorial High School 

seniors—Julia Meyerson and Adam Wolf— 
were recognized by Rotary Club of the Pel-
hams as Marilyn Stiefvater Scholars of the 
Month in February.

Julia Meyerson was a Regeneron final-
ist and a Robotics Research intern at Ste-
vens Institute of Technology. Her robotic 
research when implemented in the future 
will help modernize the electrical grid to 
prevent electrical failure. Her research also 
has been related to ethics robotics. She is 
a member of the National Honor Society as 
well as the Science, Math, Social Studies, 
English and World Language honor societ-
ies. She earned a Girl Scouts Gold award, 
the highest award equivalent to Eagle Boy 
Scout. She plans to attend Carnegie Mellon 
in September.

Adam Wolf is a member of the National Honor Society as well as the Science, Math, Social 
Studies, English and French honor societies.  He received an award at WESEF Science Fair for a 
Water Project. He is co-founder of Model Rocketry Club, plays baseball and track.

In addition to honoring Scholars of the Month during the school year, the Rotary Club will 
award a $15,000 scholarship to a graduating PMHS senior in June. Applications for the scholar-
ship are available through the PMHS Guidance Department.

Left to right: Rotary President Kevin Falvey, Scholars of 
the Month Adam Wolf and Julia Meyerson

Next, Deputy Supervisor/Councilwoman 
Rae Szymanski gave the Flycar Report for Feb-
ruary, totaling 60 calls, consisting of 33 calls in 
Village of Pelham; 24, Pelham Manor; 1 on the 
“Hutch” and 2 on I-95.  Average time for the 
backup units was 9 minutes and 59 seconds.

“First of all, I would like to tell everybody 
that Flycar is basically an Emergency Room on 
wheels,” McLaughlin added.  “When the Flycar is 
called, it assesses whether Basic Life Support or 

Advanced Life Support system is need-
ed.  Empress is on the phone with an 
Emergency Room…

“The Flycar is housed in Pelham 
Manor Firehouse, directed by 60 Con-
trol.  They do not respond to VOP or 
PM, they respond to 60 Control.  We pay 
Empress for someone to staff the Flycar 
24/7, 365 days a year.  There is a two-
year contract beginning on January 1st 
with a 60-day cancellation period,” Mc-
Laughlin concluded. 

Councilwoman Kristen Burke 
called attention to a new Mental Health 
Court, where Justice Adam Kagan had 
his first arraignment on March 6th.  
Burke explained that Mental Health 
Court encompasses people ending up 
in the system needing support services 
besides jail. 

Supervisor McLaughlin said that he attend-
ed the investiture of Dennis and Sean Condon as 
Eagle Scouts on Friday, March 3rd at the Daron-
co Town House.  

Dennis’ Eagle Scout project involved build-
ing two ADA-accessible vegetable planting beds 

and tables on Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum 
property. Sean’s project renovated a hallway 
used by New Rochelle YMCA daycare program 
including replacing lights, non-uniform, stained 
ceiling tiles and repainting their walls with 
YMCA signature colors. 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Sona-Banner-back.pdf   1   11/9/2022   3:23:39 PM

#1 Brokerage: 2021 Closed Sales Volume, Real Trends 500; Sona Davidian, Laura Clemente, Mary Quintin and Jacob Spock, are Real Estate
Salespersons affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity Laws.

Left to right:  New Town of Pelham Constable Ray Mena;
Chief Constable Stephen Conte; Town Supervisor Daniel 
McLaughlin; New Constable Corey Dawkins.
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Compass Pelham Office: 207 Wolfs Lane, Pelham, NY; Sona Davidian is an associate real estate broker affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real 
estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled 
from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the 
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall 
be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

New to 
the Market
514 PELHAM MANOR ROAD  |  $2,198,000 
Located on a beautifully landscaped ½ acre lot on one of the most coveted 
dead-end streets in Pelham Manor, this grand and gracious 1912 6 BR, 5 ½ 
bath Colonial has open sun-filled rooms loaded with architectural details, 
including four fireplaces, French doors, custom built-ins, handcrafted 
moldings, hardwood flooring, and oversized windows. Enjoy the most 
luxurious three-room, two-bath primary suite, a gorgeous new chef’s kitchen 
with top-of-the-line finishes and appliances, huge family room, generous 
sunporch, sitting room, mudroom, and much more! An expansive deck 
overlooks lush gardens bursting with color and an enormous open grass 
field is perfect for playing and summer entertaining.  

#1 Compass Agent in Pelham • Top 1% Agent in Westchester County
Top 1.5% Agent Nationwide RealTrends • 5 Star Rated Zillow Agent
Luxury Specialist

Sona Davidian
Associate Real Estate Broker
sona.davidian@compass.com
M: 914.552.0252 
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Michael C. Paradis 
March 30, 1966 — February 24, 2023

Everyone has a fun-
ny Mike Paradis story. But 
beyond the fun and social, 
athletic and intelligent 
person he was, what most 
distinguished Mike was 
his BIG heart. He lived and 
breathed the motto “Fami-
ly First”, and those closest 
to him knew he would do 
anything for the people he 
loved.  

Michael Charles Par-
adis was born in March of 
1966 in Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts to Elsie Blount 
and Charles Paradis. At the 
age of 6, Michael moved 
to Columbus, Ohio with 
his mom. In Ohio, Elsie 
and Dr. Wilbur C. Blount 
gave birth to Mike’s sisters, 
Elizabeth and Jacqueline. 
Mike’s family was fur-
ther expanded as Charles 
Paradis and Joan Trufant 
gave birth to Mike’s sister, 
Yvette, and brother, Brian 
in Massachusetts. Growing 
up in Bexley, Mike formed 
a close bond with his mother, who encour-
aged him to play baseball, root for the Ohio 
State Buckeyes, and jam out to disco, R&B and 
hip hop. R&B and OSU became ingrained into 
Mike’s DNA, thanks to his ever protective and 
loving mom. Mike was a star side-arm pitcher 
at Bexley High School and earned a spot on 
the Cornell team where he pitched for a year. 
During his summers, Mike would spend time 
with the Paradis and O’Shaughnessy families 
in Massachusetts, where he became a diehard 
Red Sox and Patriots fan, while relishing in ev-
ery possible sports competition with his cous-
ins and doing chores for his beloved memere 
and pepere (his grandparents). In 1993, the 
Paradis siblings moved to Scottsdale, Arizona, 
which made visits farther apart, but very spe-
cial events. In 1993, his Paradis siblings moved 
to Scottsdale, Arizona which made visits far-
ther apart, but always very special events. 

Mike graduated from Cornell University 
with a BS in Operations Research and Indus-
trial Engineering in 1988. He went on to earn 
an MBA from Columbia University. Mike would 
go on to work for Prudential as a portfolio 
manager for 22 years, before spending the fi-
nal chapter of his career as a private wealth 
manager, which enabled him to utilize his 
brilliant financial mind to help families and 
friends in need.

In 1993, Michael and Victoria May moved 
to Maplewood, NJ where they raised their two 
children Christopher and Jamie. A dedicated 
and deeply caring father, Michael reveled in 
his role as ‘dad,’ both to his immediate family 
and to children in the neighborhood.  Wheth-
er chasing kids around the bases in backyard 
wiffle ball games, or flipping Chris, Jamie, and 

friends in the pool, everyone begged Mike to 
be next.  Camping out with Jamie at family 
room sleepovers, watching endless episodes 
together of Good Luck Charlie, Lemonade 
Mouth, Wizards of Waverly Place and Pitch 
Perfect (his favorite), and road trips to Her-
shey Park, Disney World and Dorney Park, 
Mike was always there for his children, reg-
ularly reminding them that, “you have no idea 
how much I love you.”

Michael’s impact can still be felt in Ma-
plewood, where he served as president of the 
Maplewood Tennis Little Club, and volun-
teered as a beloved baseball/softball coach, 
mentoring and building the self-esteem of a 
generation of children at every skill level.  He 
became legendary for spending late nights 
preparing local baseball diamonds for big 
game days. An avid outdoorsman, Mike’s fam-
ily adventures included Grand Canyon white-
water rafting, summer retreats at Tyler Place, 
Vermont, skiing in the Rocky Mountains, and 
vacations at the Duncan-Huffman farmhouse 
in northeastern Pennsylvania. Michael espe-
cially loved the trips to Tijuana, Mexico with 
Chris and Jamie and other volunteers, building 
homes for impoverished families.

In December 2011, Mike met Joanie O’Dy-
er, a mother of two and dedicated teacher.  Af-
ter a whirlwind romance (it was ‘instant love’) 
the two were married in the summer of 2013, 
and had a dedicated and loving marriage. They 
settled in Pelham, NY where Michael relished 
being a loving and devoted father to two more 
children, Sean and Ciara (as well as coaching 
every one of their softball and baseball teams). 
Mike became a loving and steady influence in 
their lives, providing them with everything 

from an introduction to music much differ-
ent from their mom’s to teaching them how to 
use any number of tools.  He also was adored 
by Joanies’s parents, Terry and Donna O’Dw-
yer. Mike would do anything for them, and 
from their influence, he learned to embrace 
St Patrick’s Day parades and the Irish culture  
As in Maplewood, Mike quickly embraced his 
new community, becoming an integral part 
of all-things Pelham. A natural leader, he vol-
unteered his time and heart as Pelham Little 
League board member, Chamber of Commerce 
vice president, while serving on the boards of 
Pelham Civics and the Knights of Columbus. 
Michael’s caring, hospitable nature always 
ensured everyone felt included, valued and 
welcomed. He also quickly earned a neighbor-
hood reputation for his DIY fix-it skills (aid-
ed by his insane assortment of tools), and his 
‘drop-everything-I’m-here-to help’ availabili-
ty in an emergency. Even as Best Doggie Dad, 
Mike somehow made time for daily walks with 
his beloved Charlie at Glen Island. Meanwhile, 
Mike and Joanie, along with all four children 
and extended family cherished their decade 
of summers spent together at their Southold, 
Long Island home, numerous overnight trips 
to NYC where Mike and Joanie loved to ex-
plore all that the city had to offer, and family 
trips to upstate New York, Florida, Newport, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Ireland and Italy. 

Mike will be remembered by many as a 
loyal and caring gentleman who was true to 

his word. People often joked that his heart 
was larger than his body because of his self-
less and giving nature. Mike will be sorely 
missed, but remembered fondly by all who 
crossed his wide and loving path during a 
too short stay on Earth which he left a bet-
ter and happier place. You can honor Mike’s 
memory by always remembering to give to 
those who need a warm and enveloping “big 
Mike” hug! 

Michael is survived by his wife Joanie; 
his children Chris, Jamie, Sean, and Ciara; his 
mother Elsie, his siblings: Elizabeth Blount & 
Lee McCormick, Jacqueline Blount, Brian & 
Erin Paradis, and Yvette & Jim Brooks, niece 
and nephews Dylan, Alora, James and Clay 
Brooks, step-mother Joan Paradis, in-laws 
Terry and Donna O’Dwyer, brother and sister-
in-law, Brendan and Ryanne O’Dwyer. He is 
predeceased by his fathers Wilbur Blount and 
Charles Paradis. 

A celebration of Mike’s life will took place 
on Saturday, March 11th at the Huguenot Me-
morial Church located at 901 Pelhamdale Ave-
nue, Pelham Manor, New York. Interment was 
private. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made in Mike’s memory to Pelham Together. 
www.pelhamtogether.org. For more informa-
tion or to leave a condolence visit www.pel-
hamfuneral.com

To view the services of Mike, click on the 
following link: https://www.youtube.com/@
hmcproductionspelhamny1014/streams

Westchester's Community News

PART TIME ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Coordinate editorial material for several newspapers, 

with the emphasis on local news. Occasional 
opportunities to cover and report on local events. 

Proofread final copies prior to publishing. 
Knowledge of social media.

Email: NYPUBLISHER1@gmail.com 
for more information
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“More Than Just a Token:” The Role of Student 
Volunteers in Refugee Resettlement

Hearts & Homes for Refugees 
(HHR) just completed its Love Your 
Neighbor drive run by the organi-
zation’s Students for Refugees (SFR) 
clubs. The students at nearly a dozen 
Westchester high schools collected 
personal and household products for 
21 refugee families in the county.  

HHR first launched Love Your 
Neighbor in February 2019 to offer 
people an opportunity to “show love” 
to Westchester’s new neighbors. The 
items collected in the drive cover gaps 
between what is not covered by SNAP 
benefits and are critical to everyday 
life. These include feminine care items, 
toothpaste, shampoo, and household 
supplies. 

“The Love Your Neighbor drive is a learning 
experience for everyone involved,” said Lori Kap-
ner Hosp, HHR Board member, volunteer and co-
ordinator of the Students for Refugees clubs. “The 
students learn to organize and promote the drive 
within their schools and communities, and every 
year, they express amazement that the most ba-
sic human needs are not covered by food stamps. 
It is eye opening that people in our neighborhoods 
are struggling to buy the products that we take for 
granted in our own homes.”

After the students collected donated items, 
they assembled bags for each family – each one in-
dividually curated to the recipient family’s size, ages 
and genders. Then, in keeping with HHR’s holistic 
approach to volunteerism, the organization’s “Vol-
unteers Deliver!” Team was mobilized to deliver the 
packed bags.

Recipients include new refugee neighbors 
from all over the world, including Afghanistan, 
Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Sri Lanka, Vene-
zuela and Ukraine.

Hearts & Homes has been building sustainable 
Students for Refugees chapters throughout West-
chester County since its founding in 2015. Today, 
there are active SFR chapters at public high schools 
including Scarsdale, Edgemont, Pelham, White 
Plains, Byram Hills and Sleepy Hollow; private 
schools including Hackley and Leffell; and affiliated 
student groups in Harrison, Manhattan, Rye Neck 
and Sarah Lawrence College.

Hearts & Homes founder Kathie O’Callaghan 
believes that engaging with youth through SFR 
chapters is an important, and often overlooked 
aspect of community-led refugee resettlement. “It 
is the youth who carry on American legacies, and 
welcoming refugees is a huge part of who we are,” 
said O’Callaghan. 

The first Students for Refugees club in West-
chester was formed in 2015 at Scarsdale High 
School by a group of students led by history teach-
er Maggie Favretti. 

The group was inspired by a cultural and 
historical exchange trip to Heidelberg, Germany, 
organized by Favretti, to learn about the global 
refugee crisis. There, students heard firsthand ac-
counts from Syrian and Iraqi refugees staying at a 

nearby refugee camp.
“We were going to school with a student 

whose family had just fled terrible persecution, and 
when you are sitting there with someone your own 
age, and they are telling you about their exposure 
and why they are now in Heidelberg, for the Amer-
ican kids, that really blew their minds,” Favretti said.

After this experience, the students decided to 
start the club with one core global mission: youth 
looking out for youth. 

“As kids, we’re the only ones that can truly 
welcome and ingrain refugee kids into their new 
communities,” said Ismail Ameen, co-founder of 
Scarsdale SFR. “It was through this club that I re-
alized how important it is to have younger voices 
at the table, voices that are not necessarily so bur-
dened by the rest of life like our parents.” 

Using the Scarsdale SFR chapter as a model, 
HHR expanded the student movement throughout 
Westchester, connecting students with refugees, 
cultivating other chapters, and bringing these ded-
icated teens together under one umbrella. 

“Like all private citizens, students can play a 
crucial role in being a part of the local solution to 
the global refugee crisis,” said O’Callaghan. “This is 
the reason we focus on building awareness, seeding 
new chapters and supporting all clubs with oppor-
tunities to assist refugees.”

In 2019, for example, HHR partnered with 
Pelham High School’s SFR club, led by sophomore 
Stephanie Munn, to organize Walk a Mile in My 
Shoes, an interactive simulation experience creat-
ed by Jesuit Refugee Services USA to show students 
what life was like to flee and live in refugee camps 
across the world.

Pelham SFR and HHR later hosted a film 
screening about Afghan Special Immigrant Visas 
(SIV), a program that grants permanent residen-
cy to Afghans who assisted the U.S. government 
abroad. The screening at the Pelham Picture House 
featured SIV speaker and HHR Ambassador Reshad 
Ahmadi, to raise awareness about our country’s 
promise to bring SIVs to the U.S, laying foundation-
al support for SIVs years before the Afghan evac-
uation. 

“One of the beauties of the SFR clubs is that 
these students educate their parents, communities 
and elementary school students in their districts,” 
said Hosp. “It’s the teenagers at the center, with 

HHR inspiring, educating and 
equipping them to take on this es-
sential level of activism.” 

Today, students from the 
different clubs under the HHR 
umbrella meet every fall to plan 
activities for the school year 
ahead, share ideas and inspire one 
another. 

This spring, the White Plains 
SFR chapter is planning a fund-
raiser by selling hand-made tote 
bags and stickers. And the Sarah 
Lawrence College group is plan-
ning an art auction to raise money 
and awareness for refugees in the 
area.

“There’s this constant energy amongst the 
kids,” said Hosp. “I get texts every week about new 
clubs and event ideas. It’s really amazing.” 

In addition to hosting drives, fundraisers, and 
raising awareness in their communities, the stu-
dents volunteer their time to be with refugee chil-
dren. 

“A big part of what we did was spend time with 
children of families who needed to be working or 
filling out application papers,” Munn said. “We’d go 
to the White Plains library and read books, talk and 
just hang out.” It was these small acts of kindness 
that revealed to Munn the power of bringing people 
together through community sponsorship. 

“The kids I tutor are becoming so much more 
confident in not just speaking, but also in their 
new community and environment,” said Harrison 
student and HHR volunteer Olivia Naporano. “And 
that’s what I and other volunteers are setting out to 
do. That’s what it’s all about.” 

As private resettlement of refugees expands, 
and with New York and New Jersey hosting the 
largest population of Ukranians in the U.S, Students 
for Refugees clubs in Westchester have found 
themselves in a unique and significant role within 

refugee resettlement. 
Scarsdale History teacher Maggie Favretti re-

alized this soon after her first year as an SFR club 
advisor. 

“Refugee children are kids who have lost their 
childhood, and whose parents have had to divide 
their time between looking out for them, and wait-
ing on food lines, going to all the interviews for ref-
ugee immigration processes, and dealing with their 
own trauma,” said Favretti. “After all of that, to have 
a student, who is your own age, or someone who’s 
like a big kid that you can look up to, but belongs to 
you, and is purely there for you so that you might 
feel a sense of belonging in your new place. That 
is priceless.” 

“There just needs to be Students for Refugees. 
We didn’t realize it when we created it, but once 
we started doing it, we were like, wow, this is really 
important,” said Favretti. 

Pelham history teacher Megan Rice also 
learned how important and impactful this work 
is for her students. “This work creates a healthier 
kid,” Rice explained. “We get really stuck in our own 
world, our own issues and challenges during our 
teenage years. To be able to take a look at another 
child’s situation and get to know that person, really 
benefits students, and adults for that matter.” 

But one thing Rice made clear: this was all the 
work of her students. “If anything, I’m a roadblock, 
the one saying no I don’t think we can do that,” Rice 
said. 

The students, on the other hand, have a differ-
ent mindset. “I’m part of the opinion: if you want to 
do something, you can do it,” Munn said. 

Her advice to future SFR leaders: “Passion 
shows through. If you can get excited about some-
thing, the students you are leading will get excited 
too.” 

To learn more about Hearts & Homes for Ref-
ugees and how to get involved, visit https://www.
heartsandhomesforrefugees.org/ or email hello@
heartsandhomesforrefugees.org.
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Laura Clemente
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
laura.clemente@compass.com
M: 914.255.7792 
207 Wolfs Lane, Pelham, NY

• $27M+ Sales in 2022

• Top 1% Agent in Westchester County

• Top 1.5% Agent Nationwide Real Trends

• Five Star Rated Zillow Agent

$27M+ Sales Source: OKMLS, SMARTMLS, GMLS, Office Exclusives Sales , Sold, Rented 1/1/2022-12/31/2022 by Laura Clemente; Top 1% Agent Source: OKMLS, Westchester County, Sold 1/1/2022-12/31/2022, Ranking by Agent by Volume; Top 1.5% Nationwide Source: 2022 Real Trends 
America’s Best Real Estate Professionals Ranking Individual Agent by Sales volume. Based on 2021 Sales Volume; Five Star Rated Zillow Agent Source: Zillow Profile Laura Clemente current reviews are 5 stars; Laura Clemente is a licensed Real Estate Salesperson affiliated with Compass. 
Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or 
withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside 
the realm of real estate brokerage.

ACCEPTED OFFER
610 Esplanade | Pelham, NY

ACCEPTED OFFER
1069 Grant Avenue | Pelham, NY

ACCEPTED OFFER
526 River Avenue | Pelham, NY

IN CONTRACT
1065 Hunter Avenue | Pelham, NY
Co-listed with Caroline Baccellieri

ACCEPTED OFFER
806 Wolfs Lane | Pelham, NY

Co-listed with Caroline Baccellieri

NOW is the best 
time to list your 
home for sale.

As the spring season takes off, Pelham is 
experiencing a surge in the demand for 
new listings. In the last few weeks, five of 
the properties I recently listed have accepted 
offers or have entered into contracts.

If you have been considering selling, take 
advantage of the current market! I would be 
happy to assist you through the entire process, 
from how to prepare your home to how to 
navigate multiple offers. Get in touch today.
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• Family Frozen Dinner Entrees To Go
• Juice Bar & Wheat Grass Shots
• Gourmet Hot Food Bar & Cold Salad Bar
• Premium Deli with Flat Bread Sandwiches
• Homemade Soups (Dairy free & Gluten free)
• Homemade Pizza
• Espresso, Cappuccino & Herbal Teas
• Fine Catering

WE ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

924 West Street, Pelham Manor, NY 10803
914-738-6569 or 738-6156

Fax: 738-6800

Gourmet e xp r e s s

The Picture House Turns 1 in Bronxville

On Thursday, February 9th, The Picture House Bronxville celebrated its first birthday. Guests 
helped The Picture House celebrate by raising a glass of champagne, enjoying cupcakes, and watch-
ing a complimentary screening of the new comedy 80 For Brady. Mayor Mary Marvin and Picture 
House Executive Director Laura deBuys were among the 100 guests in attendance.

“It has been a joy to bring the Picture House film programming and arts education to Bronx-
ville. It means so much to us that the community¬ — including NY State Representative Amy Paulin, 
County Legislator James Nolan and Bronxville Mayor Mary Marvin — came out to celebrate this 
milestone. With this kind of community support, we look forward to many Bronxville birthdays to 
come!” shared Laura deBuys, President and Executive Director of The Picture House Regional Film 
Center.

“The entire Village is so grateful for the Picture House. It was just frankly so sad and unthink-
able that we would lose a movie theater after continuous operation since 1929 and the Picture House 
came to our rescue and was truly our guardian angel.” Added Mayor Mary Marvin.

For more information, visit www.thepicturehouse.org

Left to right: NY State Representative Amy Paulin, President and Executive 
Director of The Picture House Laura deBuys, County Legislator James 
Nolan and Bronxville Mayor Mary Marvin.

Introducing Dory the Dog! 
Project Community Brings 
Dog Therapy to Pelham’s 
Kids with Special Needs

COOL
BEANS

pelham

BY JOE NUNZIATA

Love was definitely in the air on Sunday, 
February 12th, at the Pelham Art Center as 
Project Community hosted a three-hour Val-
entine’s celebration for children with special 
needs. The special attraction for the kids was 
welcoming Dory the Dog - a specially trained, 
certified therapy dog. This is all part of their 
successful, long-running program Project 
CHILDD (Community Help In Learning about 
Developmental Disabilities), which gives par-

ticipants (ages 3 to young adult) with special 
needs encouragement to engage in fun, social 
activities with their peers, and supervising 
nurses and teen mentors.

According to Camille Drago, RN, Proj-
ect CHILDD Pelham Director, “Normally a 
program’s event includes art class, dance 
and yoga. We were excited to introduce dog 
therapy with Dory the Dog to the children. It 
was a huge success as we noticed how there 
was an increase in compassion and nurtur-
ing among the children, as they pet and fed 
Dory.”  Special thanks to Toni Ann Zuzulo - 
a Special Education teacher -  for bringing 
Dory, her certified, trained therapy dog. Also, 
the homemade cupcakes made by Deanna 
Zuzulo were a big hit!

As this innovative program is becoming 
more and more successful, new initiatives such 
as dog therapy are being introduced. Currently, 
the program is in the process of bringing on a 
special needs dance instructor. Stay tuned!

Like any growing program, Project 
CHILDD is looking for any teenager who may 
be interested in becoming a mentor during 
these events. If you’re a teen looking for an 
opportunity to become a mentor in our pro-
grams, contact Project Community. They 
would love to have you on board.

Project Community is Pelham’s only vol-
unteer organization that is spearheaded by 
expert healthcare professionals, dedicated to 
support family life by providing “Knowledge 
to Navigate”  to tackle relevant issues with 
insights and answers through six innovative 
programs such as Project CHILDD and a vari-
ety of events, such as the ever-popular COL-
OR RUN. For more information on Project 
Community, and Project CHILDD’s schedule 
of meeting times, visit projectcommunity.us.

Special Education Teacher Toni Ann Zuzulo along with the kids and Dory the Dog (therapy canine)

Arrival of New Fire Truck

The Village of Pelham Manor is excited to announce their new fire truck has arrived! Depart-
ment members will be trained on the apparatus through a train the trainer approach. Chief Greco 
recently returned from Wisconsin where he performed a final inspection of the rig.

This investment supports the continued dedication to provide high level public safety services 
for residents, under the capital framework. As a reminder, the Village purchased this equipment 
without bonding.

At a recent Board meeting, the Village authorized the sale of their 2004 Seagrave pumper truck 
to a municipality in New Hampshire for $65,000. Their colleagues in NH are traveling to Pelham 
Manor to pick up the truck, saving Pelham Manor any related transportation costs.
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AMAZING IS COMBINING 
GREAT CARE WITH 
CONVENIENCE.

Many of our offices accept most insurance and 
have same-day, early and late appointments, 
and some even offer weekend availability. Or,  
if you can't make it in, we offer video visits.*

Make an appointment at nyp.org/medicalgroups

NewYork-Presbyterian 
Medical Group Westchester

*Restrictions apply.
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Manor Opposes NYS Housing Compact; Tax Abatements for 
Certain Senior Citizens Passed

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Pelham Manor Mayor Jennifer Monachino 
Lapey opened the Monday, February 27th Board 
meeting, announcing the passing of former Vil-
lage Mayor Jay McNamara, 88; Joan Considine, 
72 and “an incredible tragedy on the Palisades 
Parkway,” with the death of Michael Paradis, 57 
who perished in a traffic accident.  Lapey noted 
that the family is requesting privacy.

Lapey went on to say that an agreement, a 
Memorandum of Understanding contract was 
signed between the Village and Fire Department. 

Next, Mayor Lapey mentioned NYS Gov-
ernor Kathy Hochul’s Housing Compact, noting 
that  NYS Senator Nathalia Fernandez and As-
semblywoman Amy Paulin both oppose it.  Lap-
ey stressed that the Village is also against it and 
that a letter was written to Governor Hochul, 
declaring their opposition.

With Hochul’s goal of developing 800,000 
new housing units, the Compact proposes set-
ting a 3% “new homes” target for downstate mu-
nicipalities and rezone areas within a half mile 
of an MTA station for Transit Oriented Devel-
opment (TOD) to allow for at least 15 homes per 
acre (and 50 homes per acre in municipalities 
within 15 miles of NYC), in both cases overriding 
local  State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA) zoning.

Representing Pelham Manor at New York 
Conference of Mayors, Trustee Maurice Ow-
en-Michaane observed widespread municipality 
opposition to what they termed “one size fits 
all” housing legislation.  Trustee Michelle DeL-
illo added that this would result in significantly 
higher density and impact upon the schools and 
infrastructure, giving developers “as of right” 
to upzone and increase density without local 
Board oversight.

Lapey pointed out that Pelham Manor is a 
fully built out community with no Village-owned 
lots. She hoped that the Governor would with-
draw it from the State Budget.

Then a Public Hearing was opened on pro-
posed Local Law 2 of 2023, amending Chapter 
191 of Village Code regarding tax abatements for 

certain senior citizens.  Village Manager Lindsey 
Luft said that it is a sliding scale deduction for 
senior citizens 65 and older, qualifying 10 se-
niors in the Village, six in Homestead and four, 
Non-Homestead; if adopted, on the 2024 taxes.

The Public Hearing was closed, and Local 
Law 2 passed.

More Broadway World Recognition!

Congratulations to PMHS 
Junior Maddy Lyons, who was 
recognized as a Runner Up by 
Broadway World in the catego-
ry of Best Actress for her role as 
Maureen in the SOOP Theatre 
Company’s production of “Rent.” 
Maddy also won Best Support-
ing Actress in a Musical for her 
role in SOOP’s 2021 production of 
“Heathers!”
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Calendar of Events
Be sure to email your upcoming 

virtual or live events to:
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

The Orchid Show Returns to The New York Botanical Garden for Its 20th Year
Showcasing the Immersive and Dynamic Designs of Landscape Artist Lily Kwong
Tickets On Sale Now
On View February 18 through April 23
The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) has announced re-
nowned landscape artist Lily Kwong as the guest designer for 
its 20th annual Orchid Show. Featuring immersive installations 
of thousands of orchids, Lily Kwong’s design of the exhibition 
will transport guests to ethereal, reverent landscapes inspired 
by ancient Chinese garden design and artistic principles. The 
Orchid Show: Natural Heritage will be on view from February 
18 through April 23, 2023, in NYBG’s historic Enid A. Haupt 
Conservatory. Tickets for the exhibition, which has been called 
“the most Instagrammable event,” are on sale now at nybg.org/
orchidtickets.

Generation Paper: A Fashion Phenom of 
the 1960s
Museum of Arts and Design
Jerome and Simona Chazen Bldg., 
2 Columbus Circle, NYC
March 18 through August 27
Generation Paper: A Fashion Phenom of the 
1960s explores the era’s short-lived phenom-
enon of paper fashion through more than 80 
rare garments and accessories crafted from 
non-woven textiles. These fashions, intro-
duced in 1966 as a promotional campaign 
for Scott Paper Company, combined bold, 
graphic design with space-age innovations 
in materials. Surfacing a little-known chapter 
in the history of design, Generation Paper 
illuminates the creative partnerships of craft and commerce in the development of semi-synthetic and 
synthetic materials. For more information, visit madmuseum.org

Amazing Butterflies
Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Memorial
Route 35, Somers (2610 Amawalk Road, Katonah)
Through May 7
Embark on a challenging journey teeming with 
friends and foes revealing the unusual relation-
ship between caterpillars, butterflies and their nat-
ural surroundings. Adventure through the leaves, 
learn how to move like caterpillar, discover an ant 
that reaps the reward of an unusual friendship, 
then transform into a butterfly and take flight! To-
gether, families will explore this interactive experi-
ence and learn the surprising challenges butterflies face every day. Become a caterpillar and find your 
way through a secret, wild world. As you navigate the terrain filled with challenges around every twist 
and turn, take on puzzles, games and exciting interactivities. The brave can even take to the air and 
soar down the butterfly zip slide. The exhibit is produced by Minotaur Mazes of Seattle and presented 
by Westchester County Parks and the Friends of Lasdon Park and Arboretum. Go to the Friends of 
Lasdon Park and Arboretum LasdonPark.org or call (914) 864-7268 for more information.

SAVE THE DATE
Huguenot Cabaret
Saturday, April 29 from 6:30 to 11pm
Manor Club
https://www.tmcofpelham.org/

Phase II of Pelham’s Roadside Habitat Pollinator Meadow Planting Project 
Saturday, March 25 from 1 to 3pm
Pelham’s Hutchinson River Parkway exit ramp at Boston Bost Road (southeast corner)
Join EcoPel, Healthy Yards, and community volunteers for Phase II of Pelham’s Roadside Habitat 
Pollinator Meadow Planting Project. Spring is around the corner and so is Phase 2 of Adopt-a-
Highway Roadside Planting Project! The nearly 300 native sumac planted are coming in nicely and 
volunteers are now needed to seed an adjacent Pollinator Meadow. Remove tarps, weed, level soil, 
and broadcast wild-collected seed.

Isaac Asmiov Memorial Debate
March 21 at 7pm
American Museum of Natural History
200 Central Park West, New York, NY
Major advances in energy production and the urgency of the 
climate change crisis are re-shaping the conversation about 
what we use to power our world: fossil fuels, wind turbines, 
hydroelectric, solar panels, nuclear fission, and nuclear fusion. 
Many see the ability to harness nuclear energy as a clear 
positive for reducing our impact on global climate, while some 
are skeptical of its practicality and safety for everyday use. 
Join Neil deGrasse Tyson, the Frederick P. Rose Director of 
the Hayden Planetarium, and our panel of experts from various 
sectors on this issue for a compelling discussion about today’s 
energy landscape and what we can expect in the future. The 
2023 Isaac Asmiov Memorial Debate: The Future of Energy will 
be held in the LeFrak Theater. Tickets for this on-site event are 
$25 general admission and $15 for Museum Members. For tickets and other details about the Isaac 
Asimov Memorial Debate, visit https://www.amnh.org/calendar/2023-asimov-debate

Phase II of Pelham’s Roadside Habitat Pollinator Meadow Planting Project 
Saturday, March 25 from 1 to 3pm
Pelham’s Hutchinson River Parkway exit ramp at Boston Bost Road (southeast corner)
Join EcoPel, Healthy Yards, and community volunteers for Phase II of Pelham’s Roadside Habitat 
Pollinator Meadow Planting Project. Spring is around the corner and so is Phase 2 of Adopt-a-
Highway Roadside Planting Project! The nearly 300 native sumac planted are coming in nicely and 
volunteers are now needed to seed an adjacent Pollinator Meadow. Remove tarps, weed, level soil, 
and broadcast wild-collected seed.

Hudson River Audubon Society
The Dry Tortugas and the Florida Keys
March 22 at 7pm
Lenoir Nature Center, 19 Dudley Road, Yon-
kers (also on zoom)
Michael Bochnik, past president and field trip 
leader for Hudson River Audubon Society, 
will discuss birds of the Dry Tortugas, 7 coral 
islands 80 miles west of Key West, Florida, that 
host thousands of nesting tropical seabirds and 
provide a stopover for neotropical migrants.  
He will also cover the drive out to Key West 
from the mainland, stopping at a few of the well 
known birding hotspots.  Email info@hras.org for zoom invitation.
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Westchester County Celebrates March as 
National Nutrition Month

March is National Nutrition Month®, and 
the theme for this year is “Fuel for the Future.” 
National Nutrition Month® is an annual edu-
cation campaign sponsored by the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics. The goal of the cam-
paign is to raise awareness about all food choic-
es, and to develop sound eating and physical 
activity habits. 

This year’s theme, “Fuel for the Future,” en-
courages us to keep sustainability in mind when 
making healthy food choices throughout all stag-
es of life. Sustainable nutrition fuels our bodies 
while protecting the environment.  Some exam-
ples of sustainable nutrition are: choosing foods 
that are more plant based, have minimal pack-
aging, shopping locally, buying foods in season 
and growing your own garden.  The Academy re-
minds us that we can chose healthful foods that 
we enjoy, celebrate our culture and are budget 
friendly all with a little planning ahead.

Celebrated on the second Wednesday of 
March, during National Nutrition Month, is Reg-

istered Dietitian Nutritionist Day.  The Regis-
tered Dietitian Nutritionists (RDNs) at Westches-
ter County’s Department of Senior Programs 
and Services (DSPS) are committed to improving 
the health and wellbeing of older adults.  They 
are tasked with the monitoring and safe opera-
tion of local senior nutrition programs, ensuring 
compliance of all state and federal regulations.  
They are responsible for menu development, and 
making sure the meals meet the 1/3 daily nutri-
ent intake for the Dietary Reference Intake (DRI).  
They develop nutrition education presentations 
in various settings and provide individualized nu-
trition counselling to high risk older adults.

This year, DSPS RDN’s will present Nation-
al Nutrition Month presentations at local senior 
centers and nutrition sites. On March 27, a pre-
sentation will take place at the Town of Pelham 
Recreation Department, 20 Fifth Avenue, Pelham. 
No lunch will be served at this location and it is 
only open to Pelham residents. For any questions 
or more information, call (914) 813-6432.

What to Do When Your Child Turns Eighteen
BY: BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW 

You could write an entire book (many already 
have) on what you should do when your child turns 
eighteen.  Your child has now reached the age of ma-
jority and along with that comes all the privileges and 
responsibilities appurtenant thereto.  In fact, the law 
presumes that when you achieve your eighteenth 
birthday that you are capable of making your own fi-
nancial and health care decisions.  This means parents 
no longer have authority to make those decisions on 
behalf of their child or even be involved in the deci-
sions without the child’s (now adult) consent.  What 
happens, though, if your child who is about to turn 
eighteen has disabilities and may not be able to make 
their own decisions? 

First and foremost, just because an individual 
has a disability does not mean that they are not ca-
pable of making their own decisions.  In fact, there 
is a strong preference in the law to allow individuals 
with disabilities to make their own decisions with the 
least amount of court intervention.  If the individual 
has sufficient capacity to execute a durable power of 
attorney and a health care proxy, that usually is the 
recommended course of action.  Moreover, a recent-
ly enacted Supported Decision-Making law in New 
York promotes self-determination and inclusion for 
individuals with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities and allows them to make their own decisions 
with the support of trusted persons in their lives.  
Supported decision making is widely recognized as an 
alternative to guardianship.  In order to obtain guard-
ianship, a court proceeding must be instituted.  This 
can be time consuming and expensive, depending 
on the family circumstances.  If the court determines 
that a guardian is necessary, then the guardian will 
have the power to make certain decisions on behalf of 
the individual, instead of the individual making those 
decisions themselves.  Guardianship is a last resort. 

Turning age 18 means that your child may now 
be eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  
SSI is a means-tested federal benefit program that 
provides a monthly income amount to individuals 
who qualify.  To qualify, the individual must be dis-
abled and have less than $2,000 in resources.  Prior 

to turning age 18, the parents’ assets are deemed to 
be available to the child for purposes of the $2,000 
resource test.  Thus, it is extremely difficult for most 
children under age 18 to qualify for SSI since their 
parents’ resources are attributable to them.  However, 
once the child turns eighteen, the parents’ assets are 
no longer deemed available to the child and SSI bene-
fits can be obtained. 

Providing long-term financial security for your 
child with disabilities can be a daunting task. What 
if something were to happen to you tomorrow, who 
would care for your child and how would you pay? 
Many clients address this concern by purchasing life 
insurance.  If the parents are young, this can be an 
affordable option.  The older you get, the more ex-
pensive it is to buy life insurance.  You also need to 
think about who the beneficiary of your life insurance 
and other assets should be.  If your child with disabil-
ities is not able to manage their own financial affairs 
or is on a government benefit program like SSI that is 
means-tested, then leaving money to them outright 
can be a big mistake.  The money left to them will dis-
qualify them from SSI if it is more than $2,000.  Best 
to create a supplemental needs trust for their benefit.  
This way, the money will not count as a resource for 
SSI and the trustee of the trust can hold and invest 
the money for your child’s benefit.  Another option 
for individuals who have a disability but are able to 
manage their own money is an ABLE account.  These 
accounts offer tax-free growth and the amounts in 
ABLE accounts do not count as resources for SSI and 
other means-tested government benefit programs. 

You can find an attorney who can assist you in 
this process by going to www.specialneedsalliance.org.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of 
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence 
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best 
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Associa-
tion of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is 
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the American 
College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Kro-
oks may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the 
firm’s website at www.littmankrooks.com.

PART TIME 
ADVERTISING 
COORDINATOR

Coordinate advertising material
between sales team and

production. Proofs are shown to
advertisers and any copy 
changes made to assure 

deadlines are met.
insure all advertising appears

in all media.

Email: NYPUBLISHER1@gmail.com 
for more information

Westchester's Community News

Mayor’s Update on the 
Governor’s Housing Plan

BY VILLAGE OF 
PELHAM MAYOR CHANCE MULLEN

I’m writing to provide an update on my pre-
vious letter regarding the Governor’s Housing 
Compact. As a member of the Housing Commit-
tee for the Westchester Municipal Officials As-
sociation (WMOA), I’ve been working with other 
municipal leaders around the county to orga-
nize our varied concerns. We have relayed those 
concerns to the NYS Division of Housing and 

Community Renewal (HCR) and we are hope-
ful that changes will be made to the Governor’s 
plans. In its current form, it would be intensely 
damaging to Westchester’s communities. With-
out significant revisions, we will not be able to 
support the NYS Housing Compact. 

Given the importance of finding real solu-
tions to the housing crisis, the Housing Com-
mittee has done its best to avoid unproductive 
political attacks that fail to offer alternative 
paths. The WMOA is not affiliated with any po-
litical party, and we all believe that good gov-
ernment requires professionalism, compromise, 
and collaboration. We also believe that problems 
can only be solved if potential solutions are dis-
cussed openly. 

In that spirit, I’m sharing a letter that we 
sent to the Governor this morning, which re-
flects the dialogue we’ve had with HCR. As 
you’ll notice, our letter has earned the support 
of mayors and supervisors across Westchester, 
including our Town Supervisor Dan McLaughlin 
(thank you, Dan). I believe that support is a tes-
tament to our work, and I am enormously grate-
ful to my WMOA colleagues for their diligence. 

I will provide additional information as it 
becomes available.
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Let us handle the creative side of your business.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports, 
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.
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Publishing.
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BUSINESS CARDS
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mail us your Business Card and Full 
Payment and we’ll take care of the 
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Pelham, N.Y. 10803
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CLASSIFIEDS
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www.shorelinepub.com

Larchmont Ledger
www.larchmontledger.com 

Harrison Herald
www.harrisonherald.com

New Rochelle Review
www.newrochellereview.com

The Pelham Post
www.thepelhampost.com

The Bronxville Bulletin
www.thebronxvillebulletin.com

Westchester Jewish Life
www.westchesterjewishlife.com

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

GRAVE PLOT FOR SALE IN SHARON GARDENS
Beautiful plot (#573) in sold out Free Synagogue section. $20,000 OBO. 
Call 203-918-4880.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly woman to assist with companionship, appointments 
and more. Contact me at 914-298-8872.

PART TIME 
ADVERTISING 

SALES
Great opportunity for anyone 

interested in getting into the work 
environment on a part time basis. 

Possible full time. Call on local busi-
nesses to help them get 

their message out to 100% of the 
community, with multimedia 

opportunities.

Email: NYPUBLISHER1@gmail.com 
for more information

Westchester's Community News
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Visit Mount Sinai Doctors in 
Westchester County and get access 
to the same expertise and medical 
advancements available throughout 
the Mount Sinai Health System.

Our five locations in Westchester 
County offer primary care and 
multiple specialty services, including 
cardiology, gastroenterology, 
orthopedics, breast surgery, and more.

Book an appointment close to home
today at mountsinai.org/westchester

Mount Sinai 
expertise. 
Westchester 
convenience. 

Mount Sinai Doctors-Yonkers
1086 North Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701
914-968-3535

Mount Sinai Doctors-Yonkers Orthopedics
984 North Broadway, Suite 306, Yonkers, NY 10701
914-369-1700

Mount Sinai Doctors-Scarsdale
341 Central Park Avenue, Scarsdale, NY 10583
914-370-5000

Mount Sinai Doctors-Pelham
116 Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803
914-813-3133

Mount Sinai Doctors-Bronxville
77 Pondfield Road, Bronxville, NY 10708
914-337-2301
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Source: OKMLS, 1/1/22-12/31/22 as compared to 1/1/21-12/31/21, single family, Pelham school district, active, pending, median sold price, 
average days on market. #1 Agent: Houlihan Lawrence Transactions Database: 2021, 2022, all properties, both on and off market.
#1 Brokerage: OKMLS, 1/1/22-12/31/22, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by company, Pelham school district.
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A P R I L  H .  M O N A C O 
Real Estate Salesperson
M 914.548.8350
amonaco@houlihanlawrence.com
aprilmonaco.houlihanlawrence.com

T H E R E ’ S  N O  B E T T E R 
T I M E  TO  B E  A  S E L L E R

YO U R  P E L H A M  M A R K E T  OV E RV I E W,  Y E A R- E N D  2 02 2

PROUDLY THE # 1  AG E N T  FOR THE

2 N D  CO N S EC U T I V E  Y E A R
IN  THE # 1  B R O K E R AG E  IN  PELHAM

The spring market is fast-approaching. Demand remains 
strong alongside steadily increasing sale prices, and inventory 
is still historically low. Get ahead of the market and target an 

abundance of buyers seeking a place to call home.

Active Listings

Pending Sales

Average Days on Market

2 02 2 %  C H A N G E

6 � 50%

9 � 55%

40 � 20%

Median Sold Price  $1,153,000 � 3.6%

2 02 1

4

20

50

$1,112,500

With less competition, it’s the perfect time to list! 
Let me put my expertise to work for you.


