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Town of Pelham Holds 
2023 Organizational Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Pelham Town Supervisor Daniel McLaugh-
lin opened their 2023 Organizational Meeting 
on Monday, January 9, announcing the appoint-
ments of Recreation Commissioners Aisling 
Bier; John Boyce; Kevin Fee; Danny Green and 
Rosa Polenzani.  Town Attorney is Thomas 
Kleinberger; Town Engineer, James Vassalotti 
III; and Controller is Samantha Losurdo.

McLaughlin continued that Chief Po-
lice Constable is Stephen Conte. Deputy Town 
Clerk/Custodian of Elections for the 2023 Elec-
tion Year Molly Girolamo was appointed by 
Town Clerk Antoinette Clemente. Court Clerks 
are Deanna DePierro and Eileen Gregware. 
Ruthann DeSimone is Confidential Secretary to 
the Town Supervisor and Arthur Scinta is Town 
Historian.

At the Legislative Meeting, Councilwom-
an/Deputy Supervisor Rae Szymanski said that 
the Due Date for Ambulance RFP is Tuesday, 
January 17th; new Empress Ambulance Director 
of Operations is Sean O’Brien, replacing Michael 
Blecker. December Ambulance calls totaled Vil-
lage of Pelham, 52; Pelham Manor, 50; Hutchin-

son River Parkway, 9 and 
4 on I-95.  Average Back-
up Response Time on the 
Hutch was 9 minutes and 
32 seconds, due to the 
backup ambulance going 
the wrong way.  

Recreation Council-
woman Kara McLaughlin 
noted that the Senior Van 
made 32 round trips in 
December.  “This month 
there is a full list of activ-
ities planned, including 
exercise classes, yoga, 
arts and crafts, bingo and cards.  
Our Recreation Department winter 
activities are in full swing.” 

Deputy Receiver of Taxes 
Darlene Paolercio presented the 
monthly tax statement: Town/
County Taxes 2022: $59.60; School 
Taxes: $9,934,926.80; School Col-
lection Fee: $83,454.73; Refund 
of School Duplicate Payments: 
$504.60; Penalties and Interest: 

$14,502.65; Liens: $40,110.34; 
Miscellaneous: $2,323.78; 
Pro-Ratas: $6,182.99; Total: 
$10,081,056.29.  Justice John 
Gardner received $16,760 
in November 2022; Justice 
Adam Kagan, $34,383.

Councilwoman Mau-
ra Curtin introduced new 
Library Trustee Amie 
Hughes, who will be re-
sponsible for Library pub-
licity.  Curtin mentioned 
that Hughes has “an im-
pressive background in 

journalism and public relations.”  The Library 
also received a $280,000 System for Award 
Management (SAM) Grant from NYS Senator 
Alessandra Biaggi’s office.

Then Johana Guerrero (jguerrero@nysen-
ate.gov) appeared, representing NYS Senator 
Nathalia Fernandez, replacing Biaggi.  

Finally, Curtin emphasized that the Dormi-
tory Authority State of New York (DASNY) funds 
to update the Town House will benefit all resi-
dents, not just senior citizens.

Left to right: Councilwoman Maura Curtin; Supervisor Daniel 
McLaughlin; New Library Trustee Amie Hughes.

Councilwoman Kara McLoughlin
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Local Law #A 2022 Reviewed at Village of 
Pelham Manor Board Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Pelham Manor Mayor Jennifer Monachino 
Lapey convened the Monday, January 9th Board 
of Trustees meeting, wishing everyone a Happy 
New Year.  She then requested Village Manager 
John T. Pierpont to give an update on the Four 
Corners Red Light Camera.  Pierpont replied 
that an application for a work permit was sent to 
Department of Transportation (DOT) for com-
ments and the Village is waiting for approval.

“After the Board meeting, I met with the 
Police Department to set up our stealth speed 
camera on Wolfs Lane, the one that doesn’t flash 
the actual traffic but records every vehicle that 
goes by and what the speed is.  We put it up for a 
week, finding it did not work and fixed it. We are 
also gathering accident history. A traffic engi-
neer is going to investigate if we can change our 
speed limit from the formerly State mandated 
30 mph speed limit.”  

Pierpont also discussed installing a cross-
walk on Grant and Pelhamdale Avenues, which 

has a vertical curve that is hard to see by south-
bound traffic. The Village is soliciting the opin-
ion of a professional traffic engineer whether 
the crosswalk can be safely installed.

Lapey went on to say that a candidate has 
been found for outgoing Village Manager Pier-
pont, noting that he served for nearly 28 years.  
The candidate is employed elsewhere, thus his 
name cannot be released.  A Resolution was ap-
proved, authorizing the Mayor to sign an agree-
ment between the Village and new Village Man-
ager.

Next, a Public Hearing was opened on Lo-
cal Law #A 2022.  Pierpont reviewed the ruling, 
not requiring officers to live in their Village and 
found that with the exception of the New Ro-
chelle City Manager, the majority of administra-
tors did not live in the same municipality.  

Resident Kim Jaimes presented a petition, 
requesting that officers live in the same munic-
ipality. Other residents agreed that administra-
tors could live outside of the Village, as long as 
the distance was not too great.

Department of Public Works - 
Christmas Tree Recycling

The Department of Public Works will pick up Christmas trees CURBSIDE UNTIL 
JANUARY 31ST. Trees may be put out any day Monday through Friday. Christmas trees 
must be free of ornaments, lights, stands, and tinsel, or they will not be collected. Plastic 
bags are strictly prohibited. Christmas trees in plastic bags will not be picked up.

Purchase of Four Garbage Trucks Discussed at 
Village of Pelham Board Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Village of Pelham Mayor Chance Mullen 
opened the Tuesday, January 11th Board Work 
Session with a discussion to purchase 4 gar-
bage trucks, originally costing $1,347,057.56 at 
a 35% discount from Sourcewell.  Due to an 
increase in supply chain and commodity ac-
quisition costs for all orders received but with 
builds not in process as of February 4, 2022, 
a $3900 cost actualization fee was applied to 
each order, totaling $15,600, making the cost 
$1,362,657.56.  Village Manager Christopher 
Scelza noted that three of the four rear loaders 
are in the Bronx.   The Sanitation Schedule will 
not be affected.

The next topic was a Resolution, calling for 
a Public Hearing concerning the 2023 Tax Cap 
Override.  Mullen reminded the public that the 
Village is not planning to exceed the Tax Cap.  
Scelza noted a growth of 2.54% based on values 
against a Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase of 
8.06% for natural gas and electricity. “Our levy 
can only go up 2% or inflation, whichever is low-
er.  During high inflation the Tax Cap would act 
as a tax cut,” Mullen stated.  

The Override would be instituted only as a 
precaution, should the need occur.

Discussion then turned to a couple of busi-
nesses putting video games in their stores.  “We 

have a law on our books that prohibits video 
games in establishments unless you pay a per-
mit fee,” Mullen noted.  “I think it is about $750 
and we should repeal that law. You had to get 
the permit from the Mayor.  The coin-operated 
games would include bagatelle, baseball, foot-
ball, pinball and video games. I would like to dis-
cuss this further,” Mullen concluded.

At the Regular Meeting, Fire Chief Robert 
Benkwitt discussed calls answered, including 
67 in November, notably a garage fire on Loring 
Avenue and 102 in December, including a fire on 
Benedict Place and home fire on Christmas Eve 
in Pelham Manor.  

All were extinguished quickly due to quick 
notification and smoke detectors.
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Dr. Charles T. Wilson Scholarship
The following letter is being sent on behalf of the Dr. Charles T. Wilson Scholarship Committee.
  
Dear Pelham Community,

Donations are being accepted for a 
scholarship to be awarded annually to two 
PMHS graduating seniors in honor of Dr. 
Charles T. Wilson, longtime Superinten-
dent of the Pelham Public Schools who 
passed away in April 2022. The effort to 
fund an endowment, the proceeds of which 
will be used for the annual scholarship, is 
being spearheaded by a group of Friends of 
Dr. Charles T. Wilson along with the Pel-
ham Education Foundation.

“I had thought that this type of memo-
rial would honor the service that Dr. Wil-
son provided the Pelham community as a 
teacher, guidance counselor, director of 
guidance, and superintendent of schools 
over his long career as an educator,” said 
Dr. Dennis Lauro, former Pelham Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent who is spear-
heading the scholarship effort. “Under his 
leadership so many students and parents, 
teachers, administrators and board mem-
bers worked alongside him to make the 
Pelham Public Schools what it is today. We wanted to provide a scholarship in his 
name to be given yearly to deserving graduates who are to pursue further education 
beyond high school.”

The group is seeking to raise $125,000 for the endowment, which should generate 
sufficient annual interest for the two scholarships. This fund will then be managed by 
the PEF and donations can be made through the PEF website and should be noted to 
go to the Charles Wilson Scholarship Fund. Scholarship recipients will be chosen by 
the PMHS Counseling Department in consultation with high school faculty.

Dr. Wilson began his career in Pelham as a Social Studies Teacher in 1968. He 
subsequently served in a variety of capacities, including Guidance Counselor, Director 
of Guidance Services, Director of Pupil Personnel Services, Director of Instruction 
& Personnel, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction & Personnel, and ultimately 
Superintendent, a post he held from 1996 until his retirement in 2008. In 2013, he 
returned to serve briefly as Interim Superintendent. His care and commitment for the 
Pelham Schools was well known, as was the legacy he left. Beyond his role as an edu-
cator, he was incredibly active in the Pelham community and was a long-time member 
of the Rotary Club of the Pelhams. He truly loved his time in Pelham and always boast-
ed about how wonderful the students and staff were.

In addition to Dr. Lauro, The Charles Wilson Scholarship Committee includes, 
Mr. Adam Roman, PEF member/liaison, Mr. Joe Longobardi, retired PMS principal, Ms. 
Kathleen McGrath, retired Pelham administrator, Mr. John Sebalos, present Pelham 
Director of Technology, Ms. Ronnie O’Connor, retired teacher, and Mr. Lucas Cal-
deron, Junior PMHS.

They have been meeting for several months since Dr. Wilson’s passing in April in 
order to establish this fund. The committee is seeking contributions from the greater 
Pelham community and specifically for all those who had come in contact with Dr. 
Wilson as a student, parent, educator, board member or community member. He will 
be forever remembered through your donations.

You can send your contribution directly through the existing Pelham Education 
Foundation website at www.pelhameducationfoundation.net. All CWS donors should 
click the Donate button on the top right and enter “Charlie Wilson Scholarship” in the 
“Name for Tribute” field when completing the online donation form. This will allow 
the PEF to account for funds donated specifically for the Charlie Wilson Scholarship 
endowment. If donors would like to mail a check, then please write “Charlie Wilson 
Scholarship” on the memo line of the check. Send to:

 
    Pelham Education Foundation
    PO Box 8302
    Pelham, NY 10803

Society for Science Announces Teen 
Scientist Scholars in the Regeneron 
Science Talent Search

The Pelham Public Schools is thrilled 
to announce that Pelham Memorial High 
School seniors Katie Brandler, Leah Sher-
bansky and Emma Van Praagh have been 
named among the top 300 scholars in the 
Regeneron Science Talent Search competi-
tion by the Society for Science. This marks 
the first time that Pelham Memorial High 
School has had three students named STS 
semifinalists. It is the second year in a row 
that at least two PMHS students were listed 
among the nation’s best. 

“I am incredibly proud of Katie, Leah 
and Emma and their remarkable accom-
plishment,” said PMHS Principal Mark Ber-
kowitz. “To have three students honored 
as part of the Regeneron Science Talent 
Search is a tremendous accomplishment. It 
is a true reflection of academic excellence 
in our district. I also want to congratulate 
and thank our Science Research teachers 
Steven Beltecas and Joe DiBello, who have 
worked tirelessly to guide our students, as 
well as Dr. Tom Callahan, Director of Math 
and Science, who continues to be instru-
mental in building and supporting the entire 
research program.”

The top 300 scholars were selected 
from 1,949 applications from 627 high schools across 
48 states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and four 
other countries. Scholars were chosen based on their 
outstanding research, leadership skills, community 
involvement, commitment to academics, creativ-
ity in asking scientific questions and exceptional 
promise as STEM leaders demonstrated through the 
submission of their original, independent research 
projects, essays and recommendations. Each scholar 
will be awarded $2,000 and their schools will also be 
awarded $2,000 per enrolled scholar.

The students’ projects are as follows:
Katie Brandler: “The First Report of Marine De-

bris as a Dispersal Vector for Native and Introduced 
Species in the Temperate Northwest Atlantic Ocean”

Leah Sherbansky: “Exploring the Relationship 
of SSTR2 Immunohistochemical and Textural Fea-
tures to Neuroendocrine Tumor Grade”

Emma Van Praagh: “Project Title: Investigating 
Connections Between Sensorimotor Impairment 
and Resting-State Functional MRI of the Spinal Cord 
in Multiple Sclerosis”

Scholars were chosen based on their out-
standing research, leadership skills, community in-
volvement, commitment to academics, creativity in 
asking scientific questions and exceptional promise 
as STEM leaders demonstrated through the submis-
sion of their original, independent research projects, 
essays and recommendations. The 300 scholars hail 
from 194 American and international high schools in 
35 states and China.  

The three PMHS students’ success is the latest 
in a long string of accolades for the PMHS Science 
Research program. 

“We are so proud of all of our seniors,” said 
Steve Belectas, Director of the PMHS Science Re-
search Program. “As a program and science de-
partment, we have put a huge emphasis on writing 
under the guidance of Dr. Callahan. Throughout his 

years here, he has challenged and supported us in 
increasing the level in which all of our students write 
in our science department. This is a huge accom-
plishment and honor for our students!”

The Regeneron Science Talent Search recogniz-
es and empowers our nation’s most promising young 
scientists who are generating innovative solutions to 
solve significant global challenges through rigorous 
research and discoveries. It provides students with 
a national stage to present new ideas and challenge 
conventional ways of thinking. Now in its one hun-
dred and first year, Society for Science has played a 
significant role in educating the public about scien-
tific discoveries as well as in identifying future leaders 
in science, technology, engineering and math. Regen-
eron has sponsored the Science Talent Search since 
2017 as part of its deep commitment to STEM educa-
tion and to supporting young scientists. 

The PMHS Science Research program is taught 
by Steven Beltecas and Joe DiBello. Students work 
with professional mentors in a variety of fields rang-
ing from environmental and behavioral sciences to 
cancer research, among others. The students are 
able to work together and often review each other’s 
work, providing feedback and honing their presen-
tation and public speaking skills. We pride ourselves 
on being an inclusive program and look to encour-
age any student willing to work hard and pursue 
their passions!

Important Dates for 2023: 
• Top 40 Finalists Announced: January 24, 2023 
• Regeneron STS Finals Week: March 9-15, 2023 
• Public Exhibition of Projects: March 12, 2023 
• Winners Announced at Awards Ceremony: March 

14, 2023 

Learn more at https://www.society 
forscience.org/regeneron-sts/.  Learn more 
at www.societyforscience.org

Emma Van Praagh, Katie Brandler and Leah Sherbansky
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AMAZING IS COMBINING 
GREAT CARE WITH 
CONVENIENCE.

Many of our offices accept most insurance and 
have same-day, early and late appointments, 
and some even offer weekend availability. Or,  
if you can't make it in, we offer video visits.*

Make an appointment at nyp.org/medicalgroups

NewYork-Presbyterian 
Medical Group Westchester

*Restrictions apply.
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Congratulations to eight PMHS seniors’ 
whose essays and/or artwork reflecting the 
teaching of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. are being 
showcased as part of a New York State Educa-
tion Department virtual exhibit. The students 
submitted their original work illustrating Dr. 
King’s Six Principles and Steps of Nonviolence 
and celebrating Dr. King’s birthday. 

Visit the Empire State Plaza website 
(https://www.f lickr.com/photos/nysogs/
sets/72177720305127928/with/52618079988/) 
to see the work of the following students:

– Sean Condon
– Grace Dunhill
– Alexandra (Sasha) Fair
– Christopher Franchini
– Theodore Johnson III
– Luke Liaskos
– Julianna Lieggi
– Ellie Soderberg
The purpose of the exhibit is to: 

• To understand that Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day commemorates the birthday of Dr. 
King and reminds all Americans of his dreams 
and goals for this nation

• To have the opportunity to take part in the 
celebration of Dr. King’s birthday

• To reflect on ways to celebrate Dr. King’s 
birthday and legacy in everyday life

• To have the opportunity to learn about the 

social, political and economic factors that 
contributed to the civil rights movement

• To learn about the philosophy of nonviolence 
as practiced by Dr. King and to understand 
its relevance for today’s society

• To appreciate and respect the contributions 
and rights of others without regard to the 
similarities or differences they may present

Essays and Artwork Reflect the Teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Showcased in Virtual Exhibit
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Honored to be named 
#1 Residential Brokerage

 in the U.S. 

COMPASS 
PELHAM 2022: 

$120,000,000*

SOLD AND IN CONTRACT

Sona Davidian
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

$30M+ SALES VOLUME 

Laura Clemente 
Licnsed Real Estate Salesperson 

$25M+ SALES VOLUME

Carol Pezone
Associate Real Estate Broker

Jennifer Gilchrist
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Ellen Hennessey
Associate R.E. Broker

Mary Quintin
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Alexis Capezza
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Deborah Meiliken
Lic. R.E. Salesperson 

Caroline Baccellieri
Associate R.E. Broker

Congratulations 

Compass 

Pelham 
Superstars!

PELHAM OFFICE

O: 914.738.5150
207 Wolfs Lane | Pelham, NY
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What’s Happening at the 
Pelham Public Library

Jewelry-making with Aribah!
January 21 from 1 to 2pm
Volunteer Aribah Zaidi is back with her popular 
jewelry-making program for kids ages 4 and 
up! This event will take place in person at the 
Library. Registration is requested, but walk-ins 
are welcome. To register, visit https://calendly.
com/pelhamlibrary/jewelry-making-with-ari-
bah/2023-01-21T13:00:00-05:00?month=2023-
01&date=2023-01-21

Coding for Clueless Adults: Scratch 101
January 23, 7-8 pm 
Want to find a fun way to dip your toes into 
coding? Or do you just want to know what the 
kids are doing on Scratch? Come to the Library 
for an absolute beginner’s guide to Scratch, a 
block-based visual programing language de-
veloped by MIT that will introduce you to basic 
coding concepts. Bring your own fully charged 
laptop. To register email Kathy Palovick at 
kpalovick@wlsmail.org.

American Rascal: Author Talk with 
Greg Steinmetz
January 26, 7-8 pm  
Are you eagerly awaiting the new season of The 
Gilded Age? Want to know who inspired the 
George Russell character? Come learn about 
a real 19th-century robber baron, Jay Gould, 
from author Greg Steinmetz! Greg Steinmetz is 
the author of American Rascal: How Jay Gould 
Built Wall Street’s Biggest Fortune. His first 
book, The Richest Man Who Ever Lived: The 
Life and Times of Jacob Fugger, was heralded 
by Andrew Ross Sorkin as one of the best reads 
of 2015. Registration is requested, but walk-ins 
are welcome. To register, visit https://calendly.
com/pelhamlibrary/american-rascal-au-
thor-talk-with-greg-steinmetz?month=2023-
01&date=2023-01-23

After-Dark Book Club
February 2 from 7:30 to 8:30pm
The book club will meet both in person and 
on Zoom to discuss Silver Sparrow: A Novel by 
Tayari Jones.  To join the discussion, email pel-
hamlibrary@wlsmail.org. For more information 
about the After-Dark Book Club visit https://
www.pelhamlibrary.org/adults/book-club/. 
Hybrid meeting setup is subject to change so 
check back closer to the event to confirm.

• Family Frozen Dinner Entrees To Go
• Juice Bar & Wheat Grass Shots
• Gourmet Hot Food Bar & Cold Salad Bar
• Premium Deli with Flat Bread Sandwiches
• Homemade Soups (Dairy free & Gluten free)
• Homemade Pizza
• Espresso, Cappuccino & Herbal Teas
• Fine Catering

WE ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

924 West Street, Pelham Manor, NY 10803
914-738-6569 or 738-6156

Fax: 738-6800

Gourmet e xp r e s s

Black Citizenship in the Age of Jim Crow with 
the New-York Historical Society
February 23 from 7 to 8pm
Black Americans have long fought for full 
membership in the American community. In 
this struggle, the years after the Civil War were 
critical. Freedom, citizenship, and the right to 
vote were all extended to African Americans. 
But by the early 1900s, a repressive racial sys-
tem known as “Jim Crow” had sabotaged these 
liberties. This presentation from the New-York 
Historical Society explores this half century 
of stunning advances and reversals. It takes 
place on Zoom and registration is required. 
To register visit https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_IDCzdsPhRTOlSFpy-
iHwrFg?_x_zm_rtaid=c0-DN4R3SXi4Z3Uqx-
ktKug.1673534157818.5da41d6af3271085a-
1c373e5974e8f85&_x_zm_rhtaid=684. This 
program is presented in collaboration with 
the Greenburgh, Mount Pleasant, and Warner 
Public Libraries.

After-Dark Book Club
March 2 from 7:30 to 8:30pm
The book club will meet both in person and on 
Zoom to discuss The Girls of Atomic City: The 
Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win 
World War II by Denise Kiernan.  To join the 
discussion, email pelhamlibrary@wlsmail.org. 
For more information about the After-Dark 
Book Club visit https://www.pelhamlibrary.
org/adults/book-club/. Hybrid meeting setup 
is subject to change so please check back clos-
er to the event to confirm.

For more event and to register for any of these 
events, visit pelhamlibrary.org

PMS to Perform 
Disney’s 
Newsies Jr.

Pelham Middle School Drama Club 
proudly presents Disney’s Newsies Jr. 
January 27-29 in the PMHS Auditorium. 
Showtimes are as follows:

-- Friday, January 27, 7pm
-- Saturday, January 28, 7pm
-- Sunday, January 29, 2pm

The wonderful family-friendly musi-
cal is inspired by the rousing true story of 
newspaper strikes in turn-of-the-century 
New York City. When powerful newspa-
per publishers raise prices at the newsies’ 
expense, the charismatic Jack Kelly rallies 
the children from across the city to strike 
against the unfair conditions. Together, 
each newsie learns that they are stronger 
united and create a movement to fight for 
what’s right. Including the now-classic 
songs “Carrying the Banner” and “Seize 
the Day,” Disney’s Newsies JR. is a timeless 
story full of spirit, adventure and heart.

Tickets are $15 for adults/ $10 for 
students/children & senior citizens and 
can be purchased online at https://www.
showtix4u.com/event-details/70252
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Inspiring Story of a Living Pelham Olympian
BY ARTHUR L. SCINTA, 

PELHAM TOWN HISTORIAN

“The girl has some promise, but the boy 
should give it up.” So said Boris LaBoux, the 
instructor at the Split Rock Riding Academy in 
Pelham Manor when Barbara Page took her son 
Michael to try the thing he wanted to do most 
of all: ride horses. Actually, he was Colonel Boris 
LaBoux, or Laboudinsky as he was known while 
an officer in the Czar’s cavalry before fleeing the 
Bolshevik Revolution with his wife (a purport-
ed Russian princess) and two children. Perhaps 
his Russian noble background explained why he 
could not see how the boy’s passion could com-
pensate for a perceived lack of natural ability. 
Maybe he could not comprehend the American 
attitude that anyone can achieve anything by 
working hard at it and that if it was a matter of 
genes, Americans being of such a great melting 
pot, could dig up one somewhere in one’s DNA 
to fit the need. Whatever the reason, Colonel 
Boris LaBoux would never have imagined that 
the boy he so quickly dismissed would go on to 
become Pelham’s greatest equestrian and most 
decorated Olympic athlete.

Michael Page lived at 886 James Street and, 
in a recent conversation with the Town Histori-
an, tells of spending his early childhood in Pel-
ham, attending Siwanoy School, Pelham Junior 
High and Pelham Memorial High School. But you 
won’t find him in the PMHS 1956 yearbook; His 
family moved to Briarcliff Manor a few months 
before graduation. “My mother had wander 
lust,” he says now. The riding bug struck early, 
he recalls, from watching old movies about the 
Pony Express and seeing what a horse could do 
with a rider on its back. The old Russian Colonel 
deterred him not a whit and by age 15, he was on 
his bike every day to Twin Lakes in Eastchester 
(then called Saddle Tree Farm) to ride horses.

His mother was first to take him to try rid-
ing, but Michael credits his father, Owen, for 
allowing him to take an unconventional path in 
life. “My father knew what it meant to pursue 
a passion,” he says. “While his siblings all went 
off to Ivy League colleges, my father became a 
Shakespearean actor before going to college.” At 
his father’s urging, Michael shipped off to En-
gland with a suitcase and a saddle, trading tradi-
tional summer camp for classical riding school. 
When he returned to Pelham, he started show-
ing, riding an old remount horse at Saddle Tree.  
In the midst of moving from Pelham to Briarcliff 
in his senior year of high school, he qualified for 
medal finals at Madison Square Garden where 
he won the AHSA Medal Finals and placed third 
in the ASPCA Maclay.

Like his father, he deferred college and 
spent the next several years in an unbelievable 
adventure hop-scotching across two continents 
and devoting his full time and attention to be-
coming the greatest event rider in the United 
States. After stints in Switzerland, France and 
then Germany, Michael returned to the French 
Cavalry School at Saumur as one of the first 
group of civilians to attend the non-commis-
sioned officer’s course. It wasn’t long before 
French Colonel Margot who headed the school, 

took quite a different view of him than the Rus-
sian Colonel at Split Rock. “Starting tomorrow, 
you ride with the officers,” he told Michael. A 
nine-month commitment turned into two years 
of riding (without stirrups) as many as seven dif-
ferent horses a day, seven hours a day. “It was 
brutal,” he said in a later interview, “it either 
broke you, or you learned it.” He competed and 
placed sixth in the military division of the French 
National Championships at Fontainebleau.

Michael’s reputation as a great (and, at that 
time, rare) event rider reached the west coast 
of the United States. A telegram arrived from 
the U.S. Equestrian Team inviting him to ride 
at a private ranch in California and to train for 
the 3-Day team. It was there that he met “Cop-
per Coin,” a horse that had already been to the 
Olympics for the Irish Team at the 1956 Stock-
holm Games. To call the horse feisty, would be 
an understatement, but Michael needed one 
with the stamina for a 22-mile classic Olympic 
3-Day event. Re-named “Grasshopper” because 

he bucked like one, Michael later recalled him 
as “vicious.” “It took two people to hold him, 
and someone would throw me on because he 
wouldn’t stand still,” he said.  He ran Grasshop-
per full out, up a shale mountain to gain the 
horse’s respect. He achieved that and more with 
Grasshopper, winning an individual gold medal 
at the 1959 Pan American Games in Chicago and 
competing in the 1960 Olympic Games in Rome.

Michael was drafted in the U.S. Army later 
in 1960 and was on track to becoming an offi-
cer after basic training at Fort Dix. But senior 
officers in the Army Cavalry learned of Michael’s 
skills and orders suddenly arrived from the 
Pentagon assigning him to  Fort Ord in Pebble 
Beach, California. It was a redux of his training at 
Saumur as he rode six different horses, six hours 
a day, this time at U.S., instead of French, mili-
tary expense. At the next Pan American Games 
in 1963 at Sao Paulo, Michael and Grasshopper 
won both an individual and a team gold medal 
and a year later they were headed for the Olym-

Michael Page and Grasshopper in the Three-Day Equestrian Event at the Games of the XVII Olympiad, 
Rome, 1960

pic Games in Tokyo.
Grasshopper almost missed his third 

Olympic Games.  After suffering a concussion, 
his training had to stop just a month before de-
parture.  He was nursed back to health in time 
for Michael Page to ride him in Tokyo and win a 
team silver medal. 

Grasshopper retired after the games and 
Michael dialed back on riding to help his fa-
ther with the family business, traveling around 
the country in sales and judging at equestrian 
events along the way. But it wasn’t long before 
he was tapped again by the USET, paired with 
a new horse, named Foster, and met its groom, 
named Georgette. Georgette became his wife 
and Foster his new mount and the three of 
them were off together as Michael resumed his 
equestrian career. They earned a team gold and 
an individual bronze at the 1967 Pan American 
Games in Winnepeg.

Michael competed in his third Olympic 
Games in 1968 at Mexico City (see below) and 
won another team silver plus an individual 
bronze medal. While these would be the last 
Olympic Games where Michael rode, it was not 
the end of his Olympic career: he coached the 
Canadian 3-Day Event team at the 1976 Olympic 
Games in Montreal and served as “Chef D’Equi-
pe” for the U.S. 3-Day Event Olympic team in 
1988 at Seoul and 1992 at Barcelona.

In the 1980s, Michael and Georgette ran the 
Old Salem Farm in northern Westchester when 
it was owned by actor Paul Newman and then 
by hedge funder manager Paul Greenwood. He 
later became the resident trainer and instruc-
tor at the Kent School and stayed for 28 years. 
In 2018, Michael Page, still riding every day, was 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
United States Hunter/Jumper Association. After 
a recent brush with death resulting in multiple 
fractured ribs, he decided that, now in his 80s, 
it was time to take a well-earned rest from his 
life-long passion.

Author’s Note:  Michael Page was discovered 
from researching a prior article published in the 
Pelham Post about the former “Split Rock Riding 
Academy.”  He joins a list of other Pelham Olym-
pians whose stories are told at www.Pelham-
TownHistorian.com/pelham-olympians.

Pillars of the 
Community Honored

Last month, Senator Alessandra Biaggi honored both 
Pelham Together and Cantina Lobos with the New York 
State Senate 2022 Empire Award. This award recognizes 
the outstanding contributions and dedication to growth, 
prosperity and betterment of the community and New 
York State. Congratulations to both businesses.

Laura Caruso of Pelham Together (left) and Clayton Bushong 
of Cantina Lobos,



The Pelham Post    •     1.18.23 -2.1.23   •    Page 10    •     www.thepelhampost.com

Pelham
Post

The

Let us handle the creative side of your business.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports, 
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.

Edward Shapiro, President and Publisher
es@shorelinepub.com

Cynthia Pena, Editor, Art Director
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Mary DeYoung, Advertising Account Executive
mdeyoung.61@gmail.com

Lauren Levine, Advertising Account Executive
levinelaur@gmail.com

Helene Pollack, Advertising Account Executive 
hp@shorelinepub.com
The Pelham Post is published monthly by Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 
Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. 914-738-7869. The entire 
contents of the Pelham Post is copyrighted. No portion may be reproduced 
without written permission of the publisher. The views, opinions and content 
of this publication does not necessarily reflect that of the staff of Shoreline 
Publishing.

Shoreline Publishing accepts the submission of articles, events and items of 
interest no more than 500 words with .jpg photos for inclusion in Shoreline 
newspapers and websites. Email to: shorelineproduction@gmail.com or Shore-
line Publishing, 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. Shoreline Pub-
lishing reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.

BUSINESS CARDS
$102. per issue. Prepaid only. Just 

mail us your Business Card and Full 
Payment and we’ll take care of the 

rest. Mail to: 
Shoreline Publishing, 

629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, 
Pelham, N.Y. 10803

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $123.00 for 4 lines. 
Ad runs in 7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to: 
Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

CLASSIFIEDS

celebrating our

th

www.shorelinepub.com

Larchmont Ledger
www.larchmontledger.com 

Harrison Herald
www.harrisonherald.com

New Rochelle Review
www.newrochellereview.com

The Pelham Post
www.thepelhampost.com

The Bronxville Bulletin
www.thebronxvillebulletin.com

Westchester Jewish Life
www.westchesterjewishlife.com

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

AUDITION CALL
The Manor Club Theatre, 1023 Esplanade in Pelham, is auditioning for "Lovers and Other 
Strangers." 5 Men, 5 Women, ages 20 to 70. Auditions at the theatre on January 22, 2023 
from 3:00pm to 5:00pm and January 23 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. Show dates: March 12-
14. For full information go to tmcofpelham.org

GRAVE PLOT FOR SALE IN SHARON GARDENS
Beautiful plot (#573) in sold out Free Synagogue section. $20,000 OBO. 
Call 203-918-4880.
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Calendar of Events

Be sure to email your upcoming 
virtual or live events to:

shorelineproduction@gmail.com

NYS Independent Redistricting Commission Hearing
Haub School of Law at Pace University
Gerber Glass Moot Courtroom
78 North Broadway, White Plains
January 20 at 4pm
One of 12 public hearings across the state to receive feedback on its draft redistricting plans for 
court ordered NYS Assembly districts. Further information regarding the hearings will be available at 
www.NYIRC.org

Italian Language Classes
Westchester Italian Cultural Center
One Generoso Pope Place, Tuckahoe
Spring 2023 – Learn to speak Italian, or improve your speaking skills, in one of the center’s many 
Italian language classes. They offer multiple levels of classes to ensure interested students can 
find a class that is suitable for them. Visit wiccny.org for a full class schedule and details on how to 
register.

Faculty Exhibition 2023
Through February 4
The Pelham Art Center
Opening reception: Saturday, January 7th from 2pm-4pm
Enjoy our annual exhibition of new work by Pelham Art Center 
instructors. See works in a variety of mediums ranging from 
drawings and oil paintings to ceramics and collage. This exhibition 
provides a great opportunity to collect original art from established 
artists, and to view the diverse expertise that instructors impart 
in the classes at Pelham Art Center. For more information visit 
pelhamartcenter.org

Monet’s Garden The Immersive Experience
30 Wall Street, New York, NY
Through February 26
Awaken your senses and experience the world of Claude Monet at the brand-new immersive exhi-
bition, MONET’S GARDEN.  Go on a 360-degree journey through the history and work of one of the 
greatest and most influential painters of all time.  Using state-of-the-art multimedia and multi-sensory 
technology, you can dive into the Father of Impressionism’s paintings and get a glimpse into the 
inner workings of his mind.  Explore his studio and learn about his life, struggles, and inspirations 
before stepping into the scenery of Monet’s Garden where you’ll be invited to walk across the bridge 
and enter the paintings through interactive projections, and finally float among the waterlilies in a 
completely immersive installation of Monet’s most famous work. For tickets, visit https://www.monets-
garden.venuetix.com/show/details/LCcp0OyZiQ8R0YEwKe0h

Richard Avedon: MURALS
January 19 – October 1
The MET Fifth Avenue, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY
In 1969, Richard Avedon was at a 
crossroads. After a five-year hiatus, the 
photographer started making portraits 
again, this time with a new camera 
and a new sense of scale. Trading 
his handheld Rolleiflex for a larger, 
tripod-mounted device, he reinvented 
his studio dynamic. Instead of dancing 
around his subjects from behind a 
viewfinder, as he had in his lively 
fashion pictures, he could now stand 
beside a stationary camera and meet 
them head-on. Facing down groups of 
the era’s preeminent artists, activists, 
and politicians, he made huge photo-
mural portraits, befitting their outsized 
cultural influence. On the centennial of 
the photographer’s birth, Richard Avedon: MURALS will bring together three of these monumental 
works, some as wide as 35 feet. For Avedon, the murals expanded the artistic possibilities of pho-
tography, radically reorienting viewers and subjects in a subsuming, larger-than-life view. For details, 
visit https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2023/richard-avedon-murals

The Orchid Show Returns to The New York 
Botanical Garden for Its 20th Year
Showcasing the Immersive and Dynamic 
Designs of Landscape Artist Lily Kwong
Tickets On Sale Now
On View February 18 through April 23
The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) has 
announced renowned landscape artist Lily 
Kwong as the guest designer for its 20th 
annual Orchid Show. Featuring immersive 
installations of thousands of orchids, Lily 
Kwong’s design of the exhibition will trans-
port guests to ethereal, reverent landscapes 
inspired by ancient Chinese garden design 
and artistic principles. The Orchid Show: Natural Heritage will be on view from February 18 through 
April 23, 2023, in NYBG’s historic Enid A. Haupt Conservatory. Tickets for the exhibition, which has 
been called “the most Instagrammable event,” are on sale now at nybg.org/orchidtickets.

WinterFest2023
February 4 from 4 to 7pm
Gazebo and Townhouse, Fifth Avenue, Pelham
Hosted by Pelham Together
At the Gazebo: Live music performances by local Pelham bands.
In the Townhouse: “Chili Your Way” - Come taste from an international showcase of one-pot dishes.
Free admission.
Visit pelhamtogether.org for more information

Cocktails and Conversation with Author Dahlia Lithwick
January 19 at 7pm (Zoom)
Hosted by the New Rochelle Public Library 
Foundation
A virtual Cocktails & Conversation with Dahlia Lith-
wick, senior legal correspondent at Slate and author 
of the instant best seller Lady Justice: Women, the 
Law and the Battle to Save America. Tickets cost $25; 
proceeds benefit the non-profit NRPL Foundation. 
Tickets are available at www.nrplfoundation.org or 
by mail with a check payable to NRPLF sent to New 
Rochelle Public Library Foundation, 1 Library Plaza, New Rochelle, NY 10801. Participants will receive 
a Zoom link and the recipe for a special C&C themed cocktail.
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Source: #1 Agent: Houlihan Lawrence Transactions Database: 1/1/21-12/31/2021 Closed Volume and GCI, both on 
and off market.  
#1 Brokerage: Source: OKMLS, 1/1/22-12/31/22, total dollar volume of single family homes sold by company, Pelham 
school district.

2 0 2 3  I S  
T H E  T I M E 

T O  S E L L

# 1  A G E N T  IN  THE

# 1  B R O K E R A G E  IN  PELHAM

A P R I L  H .  M O N A C O 
Real Estate Salesperson 
M 914.548.8350

1 PELHAMWOOD AVE
PELHAM, NY 10803

Scan the adjacent 
code with your 

phone camera to 
contact me.

As we look into the new year, inventory is still 
historically low. Get ahead of the market and target 
an abundance of buyers seeking their dream home.

Now is still a great time to sell with less 
competition. Let me help you get the most 

out of this uniquely strong market!

Happy New Year!


