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Pelham Manor 2022-2023 Budget
and Tax Levy Adopted

Village DGEIS Downtown Restoration
Initiatives Discussed at Board Meeting

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN
Village of Pelham Mayor Chance Mullen
called to order the April 26th Board of Trustees meeting, the dominant topic being a Public Hearing on the Draft Generic Environmental
Impact Statement (DGEIS) “Village of Pelham
Downtown Restoration Initiatives” and Proposed Text Amendments to Business District
Floating Zone (BDFZ).
Repairs are needed to the Fire House;
parking deck is failing structurally in Parking
Lot 2; inadequate jail cells, not compliant with
PD Standards in Police Station; no Village Hall
ADA-compliant entrance, inefficient HVAC
system, bathrooms not building code; total
amount needed for all restoration initiatives:

Publishing

Westchester’s Community Newspapers
914-738-7869 • shorelinepub.com

$17.4 million dollars.
Although there is a 99-space parking lot
behind Rockwell’s, people would not be willing
to walk down Sparks Avenue and objections
were expressed to the second entrance to parking lot on 3rd Street and Sixth Avenue, too close
to homes.
Mullen emphasized that no decisions are
being made; written comments to info@pelhamgov.com will be accepted until May 7th.
Janet Morley, Vice President, Capital
Markets Advisors LLC appeared at the Work
Session, explaining that her firm serves as a
fiduciary to municipalities through Standard
& Poor Global Bond Rating, advising them on
their debt structure. “S&P recently reached out
continued on page 4

Front row, left to right: Pelham Manor Mayor Jennifer Monachino Lapey; Trustee Joseph Senerchia. Rear,
left to right: Village Attorney Albert Cornachio; Trustees Maurice Owen-Michaane; Breda Bennett; A.
Michelle DeLillo.
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN
Pelham Manor Mayor Jennifer Monachino
Lapey convened a Board of Trustees meeting on
April 25th, recounting that she and Village Manager John T. Pierpont met with Assemblywoman
Amy Paulin and NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) Regional Director Lance MacMillan,
regarding an onsite discussion about Boston
Post Road pedestrian and traffic safety.

Noting that BPR is controlled and maintained by New York State DOT, Lapey pointed
to placing a crossing guard during key hours
at Four Corners intersection and timing traffic
lights all the way down to Fairway and BJ’s Markets, securing an All-Way Stop at Four Corners,
plus passing Home Rule legislation to obtain a
Red Light Camera.
In the Treasurer’s Report for March 2022,
continued on page 4
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Just listed . . . and won’t last long!
This beautiful four-bedroom Colonial has been magniﬁcently expanded with a three-story addition
including a fabulous kitchen/family room/ﬁreplace, a luxurious primary bedroom suite with a
cathedral ceiling and loft, and a ﬁnished lower level with a family/game room. Meticulously updated
and maintained, enhanced with custom moldings, trim, and millwork, this welcoming home is bright,
spacious and very well priced. Call today for a private apppointment.
12 Linden Avenue: $1,249,000 | 4 BD | 2 BA, 2 1/2 BA | 3,064 SF

Loretta Illustrato
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
loretta.illustrato@compass.com
M: 914-374-3733
207 Wolfs Lane, Pelham, NY
Loretta Illustrato is a real estate salesperson afﬁliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and
square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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FOR

PELHAM
SCHOOL BOARD

MARRERO
High Academic
Standards for All

The District needs to spend our money
on student-facing services and
keep its focus on academics.

More Parent
Engagement

Pelham Parents are our greatest resource.
We must have more visibility on our
kids’ education and academic outcomes.

Common-Sense
Strategic Planning

Let’s fix what is not working and
invest our resources in what we
know helps our kids.

VOTE for NATALIE

MAY 17th • 7am to 9pm • Pelham Middle School Gym • www.NatalieforPelhamBOE.com

E
T
VO

Equity and Academics in our School District.

Different students had wildly different COVID experiences.
So we need to clearly measure impacts and allocate resources
to where they are needed most.

Public comment deserves public response.

Will Treves

Open dialogue plays a major role in having a Board of Education
and Administration that is accessible, transparent and
accountable.

FOR

The Board should reflect the concerns of the community.

PELHAM BOARD
OF EDUCATION

A healthy Board should challenge the status quo, ask difficult
questions and expect accountability. And all opinions should be
welcome from every stakeholder in our school system.

To learn more, visit www.willtrevesforboe.com

Vote for Will | May 17th | Middle School Gym
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Sheryl Hatwood Receives Deloitte
Global 2022 Impact Award

Rotary Scholars of the Month in April:
Wu, Hoeflich and Johnston

Deloitte recently hosted their Global 2022 Impact
Awards. There were over 735 nominations for awards across
14 countries and 22 business areas.
Sheryl Hatwood, President of The Manor Club made
the top three finalists under the Impact Maker Category.
This award recognizes individuals who demonstrate a commitment to volunteering their skills and knowledge to help
others, creating opportunity, fostering an inclusive culture,
championing mental health issues and/or leading the way to
a more sustainable world.
The Manor Club congratulates its President on receiving the Impact Maker Award.
Hatwood stated, “The event was not about the award,
but really how people have purposed to leave a legacy impact. It was an honor to be amongst other leaders who pursue compassion and kindness lined with empathy. I encourage each of you to be intentional with you
life, suspend self-interest to act fearlessly on behalf of a worth cause.”

Rotary Club of the
Pelhams recognized Pelham Memorial High School
seniors Bonnie Wu, Dyllan
Hoeflich and Daniel Johnston as Marilyn Stiefvater
Scholars of the Month in
April.
Bonnie Wu is a member of the National Honor
Society as well as the Math
and Science Honor Societies and has won awards in
the Chinese Writing Contest. She is on the staff of Left to right: Rotary President Kevin Falvey, students Bonnie Wu, Dyllan
the student DOOR magazine Hoeflich and Daniel Johnston and PMHS Principal and Rotarian Mark
and is an artist. She is an ice Berkowitz
skating instructor and plans to attend NYU in the fall.
Dyllan Hoeflich is a National Merit Commended Scholar and the school’s top scorer in Math.
He is a member of the National Honor Society as well as the English, Science, Social Studies and
Math Honor Societies. He qualified for States in the Science Olympiad and plans to attend Cornell
in the fall.
Daniel Johnston is a member of the National Honor Society and the English and Social Studies
Honor Societies. He is doing medical research related to cancer treatments. He is a guitar teacher
and captain of the PMHS Lacrosse team. He plans to attend the University of Virginia in the fall.
In addition to recognizing PMHS seniors for their scholastic achievement monthly during the
school year, Rotary Club of the Pelhams awards a $12,000 scholarship to a graduating senior annually. Visit pelhamrotary.com for more information on the club and contact Marty Ketels Mkketels@
aol.com for information on becoming a member.

Local Pelham Memorial High School
Student Earns National Recognition in
STEM Competition
Last month, over 220 students from across the country and
DoD-supported schools around the world came to Albuquerque to
compete in the 60th annual National Junior Science and Humanities
Symposium (JSHS). Olivia Pollock, a student from Pelham Memorial
High School, won first place in the environmental science oral presentations for their research on bioplastics, biodegradable plastic
derived from biological substances rather than from petroleum. Olivia was one of eight first place oral presentation winners from an
initial pool of over 8,000 students, earning a $12,000 scholarship.
Andrea Malenya, project manager, JSHS shared: “These students
are incredibly smart and have amazing ideas on what can be done.
As high school students, they are already identifying gaps in society
and working to fill them through their original STEM research. It’s
beyond impressive; it’s the future.”
Olivia Pollock
JSHS is a Tri-Services-supported science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) competition for high school students administered by the National Science Teaching Association.
Students conduct individual research projects in a variety of STEM disciplines, like environmental
sciences and computer science & mathematics. Each year, regional finalists are invited to compete at the national competition where they present their research to judges, peers, and family and
friends for national recognition and awards and scholarships.
See the abstract from Olivia’s project below.
Olivia Pollock, New York - Upstate, Pelham Memorial High School
Developing and Assessing Fucose-Based Water-Soluble Bioplastics
Since their invention decades ago, single-use plastics have shaped the way people live. However, in recent years, light has been shed on the dangers they pose to marine ecosystems due to
released toxins. Despite the environmental hazards surrounding single-use plastic waste, there is
little research regarding the development of water-soluble bioplastics from renewable sources to
mitigate these effects. The purpose of this study was to develop water-soluble bioplastics from
algae and other natural materials. This work expands upon previous methods of developing bioplastics, but the composition of the polymer itself is novel. It was hypothesized there would be
a difference in the dissolution and pH alteration of the fucose-based products in comparison to
previously developed PVA-based plastics. Four trials were performed, each with varying amounts
of fucose by mass. Additionally, these trials were directly compared to previously studied polyvinyl
alcohol-based plastics with different compositions of PVA by mass. Each product was tested in both
freshwater and 3.5% saline media; pH level was recorded after each 24-hour interval. I found that
the 90% fucose-based plastic dissolved the most with 63.24% dissolution; this was less than the
72.55% of the 90% PVA plastic’s dissolved mass. Chi-Square tests comparing the fucose and PVA
plastics, showed no significant difference in the dissolutions. The PVA plastics did not significantly
alter their freshwater environments’ while the fucose-based plastics significantly altered pH after
both 24 and 48 hours of testing, as supported by P values of 0.0002 and 0.001, respectively.
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Pelham Manor 2022-2023 Budget and Tax Levy Adopted
continued from page 1

Pierpont said property tax payments totaled
$70,042.49; Expenditures for General Governmental Support, $110,827.61; Public Safety,
$534,151.80; Transportation, $46,284.58 of which
$10,676.22 was spent on snow and ice control
operations. Parks and Recreation expenditures,
$25,211.50; Community Services, $70,659.66 and
Employee Benefits, $65,213.69. A bid of $2,975
from Three D Industrial Maintenance Corp. was
accepted for street sweeping.
Pierpont then submitted the MS4 Annual Report, subject to Public Hearing on May 9th.
The 2022-2023 Budget and Tax Levy was
adopted, with Mayor Lapey authorized to sign
the Warrant.

During Public Comment, Gianni Magnani
inquired if it was possible to get a tentative
schedule for street sweeping, “so that residents
might know when to move their vehicles.” Mayor Lapey replied that there is an “e-subscribe”
feature at the top right-hand corner of the Village Website, facilitating e-blasts about such
upcoming events.
Lapey invited residents to attend a demonstration of No-Dig Gardening by Ted and Katie
Stratis
at their home on 224 Townsend Avenue as
part of Healthy Yards Program on May 22nd
at 3:30pm. No-Dig Gardening consists of
planting seeds over a layer of compost/mulch.

Village DGEIS Downtown Restoration Initiatives
Discussed at Board Meeting
continued from page

to us, following concerns about declines in the
Village’s Fund Balance over the past few years
and alerted us that they would be reviewing
the Village’s outstanding long term debt rating,”
Morley stated.
Village’s AA+/Stable Rating affirmation reflects their anticipated fiscal 2022 surplus, with
steps management has taken to eliminate Fund
Balance appropriations and match recurring expenditures with recurring revenues. A limited

debt burden also supports the rating, although
pensions and other postemployment benefit
(OPEB) costs are somewhat elevated, higher
than medians for their peers.
Village Budget was adopted, with general
Property Tax Levy of $12,694,145. The 2022 Village Tax Rate is set at $7.49424266 per thousand
dollars of assessed valuation for Homestead
Properties, $10.4586545 per thousand dollars of
assessed valuation for Non-Homestead.
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Pelham Manor’s Ongoing Collaboration and Advocacy USE OF GASOLINE POWERED
LEAF BLOWERS NOW
with State Elected Officials and the NYS DOT
PROHIBITED

As part of Pelham Manor’s ongoing collaboration and advocacy
with state elected officials and the
NYS DOT, Mayor Jennifer Lapey
and Village Manager John Pierpont
joined Assemblywoman Amy Paulin,
her staff, and NYS DOT engineers
for an on-site discussion about pedestrian and traffic safety on Boston
Post Road, which is state controlled.
A staff member from State Senator
Alessandra Biaggi’s office also joined
this meeting. Pelham Manor welcomes and appreciates the continued
efforts of our state officials in helping
to promote safety on this important,
state-maintained road.
Discussion included a review of
the many action steps taken to date,
as well as possible additional efforts,
with direct consideration of feedback
made to the Pelham Manor Board,
administration, and state officials.
Pelham Manor will provided a comprehensive update at a recent Board
meeting, in keeping with their commitment to communication.

Residents and property owners are reminded that the use of
gasoline powered leaf blowers are now prohibited. Please ensure
that this equipment is not used on your property.

Joseph Dellaripa
Lawn Sprinkler Systems

Professional Lawn Irrigation Services
Certified Irrigation
Contractor
Design
Installation
Service

738-7118
“Serving our community for over 30 years”
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Virtual and “Live” Calendar of Events
Be sure to email your upcoming virtual or live events to:
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

What’s Happening at the Pelham Public Library
After-Dark Book Club
May 5 from 7:30 to 8:30 pm
This month the book club will be reading The Yellow House by Sarah M. Broom. To join the discussion, email pelhamlibrary@wlsmail.org.
2nd Friday Book Club on Zoom
May 6 from 10:30 - 11:30 am
This month, the book club will be reading Leave The World Behind by Rumaan Alam. Please note:
this was moved from May 13 to May 6 (the first Friday of the month!) To join the discussion write to
Pelhamlibrary@wlsmail.org.
Mother’s Day Jewelry Making with Aribah
May 7 from 1:00 to 2:00 pm
Volunteer Aribah Zaidi is back with her popular jewelry-making program for kids ages 4 and up
making pendants for Mother’s Day. This event will take place outside, and will be cancelled for bad
weather. If it looks like rain, call the Library or visit pelhamlibrary.org for details.
Kids’ Craft Studio: Origami Fish
May 12 from 3:30 to 4:30 pm
Kids’ Craft Studio is back! Come learn how to make origami fish, and decorate them to take home.
For ages 4 and up. This event will be held outdoors. In case of inclement weather, call ahead.
Mindfulness Meditation: Build Your Own Practice, Part 1
May 12 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Learn the basics of mindfulness meditation in a three-part series held on Wednesday May 12, 19,
and 26 from 7 to 8 pm with certified meditation teacher Jane Meryll. The first session will focus on
breathing techniques and will be held on Zoom. The three sessions are intended to help you build
your own meditation practice from the ground up, but you can drop in to one session at a time. In collaboration with the Mamaroneck, Harrison and New Rochelle Public Libraries. Registration is required.
To register visit https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqd-GpqDgqH9GOgCafJOVSlfwkz5
r27VDy.
In-Person Coding Class for Grades 3-6
May 13 from 3:30 to 4:30 pm
Learn the basics of coding with a different activity each week. No previous coding experience
required. For grades 3 to 6. This program will run Fridays May 13, 20, 27 and June 3 in person at the
Library. Bring your own fully-charged laptop. Registration is required, by emailing: kpalovick@wlsmail.
org.
Night of the Red Moon with Joe Rao
May 13 from 6:00 to 7:00 pm
On Sunday night May 15th, a total eclipse of the moon will take place! Here in the Northeast, we’ll
have ringside seats to this spectacular event. Come get ready with us and Joe Rao, who will tell you
everything you need to know about eclipses, why the moon turns red, and how to best view this one.
This event will be held on Zoom, and registration is required. To register, visit https://northcastleny.
zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvfumrrTkiHdJ1ngSmJmfxSQl8i818vkzL
Learn About Life at Manzanar, a Japanese-American Internment Camp
May 18 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Take a virtual visit to Manzanar, California, where more than 120,000 Japanese immigrants and Japanese-Americans were incarcerated during World War II. Manzanar is now a National Historic Site and
this tour will be hosted by a ranger/educator from the site. This program will be on Zoom, register in
advance by visiting https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qfuGtqzwqHNGSdvuG7Y6_n9c
mkwxtPKjE
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Slavery in the North: Pelham’s Hidden Hometown History
May 19 from 7 to 8pm
Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 895 Shore Road, Pelham
Bay Park, Bronx
Join Alice Radosh, PhD, Project Director: Pelham’s Hidden
Hometown History, as she presents her research on the
150-year history of her hometown, Pelham, where enslaved
people made up about 20% of the population. Using historical
documents, it is now possible to name and, in many cases,
provide detailed descriptions of some of the people who were
enslaved in Pelham. After graduating Pelham Memorial High
School, Dr. Radosh went on to obtain a doctorate in neuropsychology at the City University of New York. She served
as Director of New York City’s Mayor’s Office of Adolescent
Pregnancy and Parenting Services, taught in the Psychology Department at Brooklyn College and
New York University, and was a Senior Program Officer at the Academy for Educational Development
in New York City. Co-Sponsored by Bridges of Pelham and Progressive Women of Pelham. Cost
Bartow-Pell Members: Free; Not-Yet Members: $15. Advance registration is required. Tickets: https://
bartowpell.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/bartowpell/eventRegistration.jsp?event=2586&
The Huguenot Cabaret
Saturday, May 7 from 6:30 to 11pm
The Manor Club, Pelham Manor
Marking its 22nd anniversary, the Cabaret
is a showcase for many local musical artists,
including celebrated cabaret star Valerie
Lemon, the show-stopping a capPelhams, the
New Rochelle-based group Coyote Lockout, and Huguenot Memorial Church professional singers.
The Cabaret features a wide range of musical genres, including rock & roll, contemporary mash-ups,
Broadway show classics and songs from the Great American Songbook. This year’s emcee is Brian
Bober. Tickets are available at Eventbrite.com. Proceeds support the life and mission of Huguenot
Memorial Church. Mission programs include local soup kitchens, disaster relief assistance locally and
worldwide, and efforts focused on peacemaking and social justice issues.
Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center
Memory Keepers GenerationsForward Story Hour: Monica Mandell
May 11 at 7pm (Zoom event)
Monica is a granddaughter and niece of survivors. She grew up in a home where the past and
present intertwined. The story Monica shares is how her aunt and grandmother survived the war
because of their fortitude, shrewdness, and luck. Her family was a large, loving family before the
war. Monica’s story includes how her grandfather’s life and family reacted with her grandmother and
her family. Fortunately, a few upstanders saved her grandmother’s life at great expense to their own
safety. For more information,
contact mjasper@hhrecny.org
Rotary Club of the Pelham
Celebrating 75 Years at the Pelham Art Center
May 11 from 5 to 7pm (Admission Free)
Chartered on January 17, 1947, the Rotary Club of the Pelhams is well known for its philanthropy.
Rotary members have volunteered for projects locally and internationally. Locally, the Rotary Club
spearheaded the campaign to build the Pelham Town Gazebo and awards a $12,000 scholarship to
a graduating senior at Pelham Memorial High School. Internationally, the Rotary Club has raised more
than $240,000 over 16 years with proceeds from its wine and food Tastings events to fund Gift of Life
heart surgeries for foreign children. For more information, visit pelhamrotary.com
Free Minnows for County Residents
Westchester County Airport, 2 Loop Road, West Harrison
May 6 and 7 from 9am to 4pm
To help residents keep their backyards free of mosquito breeding sites, the Westchester County
Department of Health will give away free minnows for residential ponds and water features, along
with advice and strategies to prevent the spread of mosquito-borne diseases like West Nile Virus. By
adding fathead minnows to ornamental ponds, residents can reduce the growth of mosquitos in their
own backyards. The minnows eat mosquito larvae, preventing them from maturing into biters. Residents who plan to pick up minnows should bring a bucket or pail; minnows will be distributed in watertight plastic bags. To keep the minnows viable, residents should plan to bring them straight home
and release them immediately into ponds with at least eight inches of water. They are not needed in
ponds that have fish because the fish serve the same purpose. For more information, download the
“Keep Healthy and Bug Off” brochure at http://health.westchestergov.com.
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Progressive Women of Pelham (PWP) Endorses
Alessandra Biaggi for New York Congressional
District 3
The voting members of Progressive Women of Pelham have endorsed State Senator Alessandra Biaggi for New York’s Third Congressional District in the Democratic Primary election
to be held on June 28th.
“Alessandra Biaggi has been a champion of
progressive issues in Albany since her historic
win over former State Senator Jeff Klein in 2018,”
said Executive Board member Deborah Lowery Knapp. “We were an incubator for her run
then as an unknown newcomer to politics, and
are proud to support her now as she brings that
same vision and fight to Washington, D.C.”
“Senator Biaggi’s leadership has helped
pass a wave of progressive legislation, from
tenant-centered housing reforms to some of the
toughest climate change laws in the country, as
well as critical bills addressing criminal justice
reform, common sense gun safety, and nursing
home regulations that protect seniors,” added long time PWP activist and Executive Board
member Liz Massie. “We know she will bring her
tireless energy and ability to get things done to
the U.S. Congress, where her tenacity and advocacy are urgently needed.”
The newly-formed Congressional District
NY-03 is composed mainly of Long Island communities but includes a slice of communities on
the Western shore of Long Island Sound. PWP
joined other grassroots activist groups in West-

Sad News from the Pelham Schools
Superintendent
Dear Pelham Community,
It is with great sadness that I share the passing of former Pelham Schools Superintendent Dr. Charles T. Wilson. Dr.
Wilson began his career in Pelham as a Social Studies Teacher
in 1968. He subsequently served in a variety of capacities, including Guidance Counselor, Director of Guidance Services,
Director of Pupil Personnel Services, Director of Instruction
& Personnel, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction & Personnel, and ultimately Superintendent, a post he held from
1996 until his retirement in 2008. In 2013, he returned to serve
briefly as interim superintendent.
Dr. Wilson cared deeply about the Pelham Public Schools
and was committed to providing the best possible experience
for our students. He leaves behind an incredible legacy and
played a huge role in building our District into what it is today. A piece of that legacy is on
display in our high school each year - the annual PMHS Olympics - which was the brainchild
of Dr. Wilson in his pursuit to foster school spirit and bring the student body together.
I am forever grateful to Dr. Wilson for welcoming me into Pelham and for his career of
contributions to the Pelham Public Schools. Please join me in expressing condolences to the
entire Wilson family.

State Senator Alessandra Biaggi
chester who came together as Sound Shore
Votes to sponsor a candidate forum on March
10, 2022. Current Representative Tom Suozzi
(D-NY), will not seek re-election.

Cheryl H. Champ, Ed. D.

Celebrating the Incredible Work of the
Pelham Education Foundation

Village Thanks Terri Rouke A Message from Current and
Former Mayors
Dear neighbors,
There is so much to say about Terri Rouke, who is retiring soon from the
Village of Pelham municipal staff after 21 years of service. As current and former
mayors, we want to recognize all that Terri has done for - and meant to - the
Village.
Terri started her Pelham career working as the administrative assistant
to former Police Chief Joe Benifico before moving over to Village Hall in 2002
and assuming the role of Village Clerk in 2004. Terri quickly became incredibly
knowledgeable about Village operations, and has been an exceptional problem
solver who is always supportive of residents’ needs.
After more than two decades in Pelham municipal government, she has become an irreplaceable source of history and institutional knowledge. She has
served during the terms of five different mayors and has been deeply involved
in the most visible day to day Village operations --administering parking lots,
taking minutes at many late night land use board meetings, and fielding resident
inquiries about everything imaginable -- always with kindness and respect.
Her responsiveness and breadth of duties have often made her the public
face of government to Village residents, and each of us has relied on her as an essential part of providing effective local government administration. She has been
a model civil servant, a loyal Pelhamite, and for each of us, a friend.
Terri, we thank you for your commitment to the Village of Pelham and hope
you enjoy your next chapter. We will miss you.
Chance Mullen
Mike Volpe
Tim Cassidy
Ed Hotchkiss
Art Scinta
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Each spring as the flowers begin to
bloom and the trees transition from brown
to green, Pelham celebrates the Pelham Education Foundation’s annual Blue Ribbon Day.
This year, on May 7, homes and businesses
across the town will be adorned with blue
ribbons commemorating donations to this incredible organization.
As always, the PEF has continued to support our students and teachers in a variety
of ways through important grants that help
further our District’s work in key areas. Some
examples from this past year include:
• Sponsoring the Science Department’s “Diversity in STEAM” community celebration
of the book, “The Boy Who Harnessed the
Wind”
• Supporting authors’ visits in grades 3-8,
featuring PMHS alumna and children’s author Emma Otheguy and graphic novelist
and MacArthur “genius” Fellow Gene Luen
Yang
• Helping the Middle School achieve recognition as a National School of Character
• Funding a substance abuse discussion
called “The First Day,” featuring former NBA
player and nationally-renowned speaker
Chris Herren.
• Expanding the Building Bridges disability
awareness program for grades K-5 to all
elementary schools
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• Supporting the PMHS Centennial Celebration
Additionally, our students continue to
see the benefits of the PEF’s ongoing work,
including their financial support of
our
award-winning science research program and
putting on our middle and high school theatrical performances. A few years ago, the PEF
provided a substantial amount of seed money
to begin a pilot program of installing innovative and flexible furniture in our schools. The
District is now continuing this work and has
begun rolling out this engaging furniture District-wide.
These represent just some of the grants
that the PEF has funded and I encourage you
to learn more about the organization’s work
on the PEF website and consider making a donation to this wonderful organization that so
powerfully supports our students and teachers each and every day. Please note that donations must be made by May 4 to receive a
ribbon.
Thank you to the PEF and to the Pelham
community for your incredible support of our
schools.
Sincerely,
Cheryl H. Champ, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Schools

OUR CHILDREN, OUR COMMUNITY,
OUR FUTURE.

Pelham Manor Volunteer Fire Company Holds
“Firehouse Flapjacks” Open House and
Pancake Breakfast

May 17
Vote for

Eileen
Miller

The Pelham Manor Volunteer Fire Company recently held a festive and informative “Firehouse Flapjacks” Open House and Pancake Breakfast. The volunteers, along with paid Pelham Manor Firefighters and
Village officials were on hand, welcoming the public . . .
part of the statewide “Recruit NY” campaign.
The youngest of Pelham Manor’s residents enjoyed breakfast and took turns sitting in the driver’s
seat of Pelham Manor’s historic Engine No. 1, Circa
1924.
Volunteers of the Fire Compny serve under the direction of the Pelham Manor Fire Department and are a
highly-trained, dedicated group of residents committed to protecting life, property and the environment.
Pelham Manor officials and residents alike appreciate their important service to the community.
For more information regarding the Volunteer program, contact the team at volcopmfd@gmail.com

FOR BOARD OF ED

A child-focused, experienced leader
working for our kids, our community
and our future.

Our schools are great places to learn. I have spent
the past ten years working to ensure that every child
in our community has the opportunity to learn, grow
and thrive in our schools so we can launch them into the
world with the freedom to achieve their dreams.

WWW.EILEENMILLERBOE.COM

Shine!

The Art Happening! May 21 ST 12-3pm

SHINE Online Auction & Raffle May 21 ST
The Pelham Post
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WE ALL
FEEL IT!
We know this market is the best in a generation!
Don’t miss out. Catch the wave you can see because we never know what’s coming next...

YOUR MARKET
TO SELL IS NOW
Your home team is ready.

OWEN BERKOWITZ

CAROL MARRONE

914.819.7622
owen.berkowitz@triplemint.com

914.419.4000
carol.marrone@triplemint.com

Copyright ©2022 Triplemint. Equal Housing Opportunity. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. The sources are deemed to be reliable and the information is believed to be correct, however the
material is subject to errors, omissions, changes, or withdrawal without notice. All measurements and square
footage are approximations. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description.
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Mount Sinai
expertise.
Westchester
convenience.

Mount Sinai Doctors-Pelham
116 Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803
914-813-3133

The Pelham Post

Visit Mount Sinai Doctors in
Westchester County and get access
to the same expertise and medical
advancements available throughout
the Mount Sinai Health System.
Our three locations in Westchester
County offer primary care and
multiple specialty services, including
cardiology, gastroenterology,
orthopedics, breast surgery, and more.
Book an appointment close to home
today at mountsinai.org/westchester

Mount Sinai Doctors-Scarsdale
341 Central Park Avenue, Scarsdale, NY 10583
914-370-5000

•
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Mount Sinai Doctors-Yonkers
1086 North Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10701
914-968-3535

www.thepelhampost.com

Let’s spring into action
with your next move!
2021 was a record year in a challenging market!
This year, let a Pelham expert be your guide.
Get in touch today for a complimentary consultation.

Laura Clemente
#1 Compass Agent
in Pelham 2021

Laura Clemente
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
laura.clemente@compass.com
M: 914.255.7792
207 Wolfs Lane, Pelham, NY

• Best Real Estate Agents,

Westchester Magazine 2021

• WSJ Real Trends America’s

Best Real Estate Professionals 2021

• Five Star Rated Zillow Agent

Laura Clemente is a licensed Real Estate Salesperson afﬁliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity Laws.

Show your deck some love.
Shop.Wallauer.com
Shop online. Pick up in store.
15 Locations in Westchester, Putnam & Rockland counties
The right paint and the right color can transform your home.
Our color specialists use Benjamin Moore premium paint
and color to help you find your inspiration.
Call to make your appointment for an
in-store consultation today: (914) 368-0970.

Buy One, Get One FREE

BENJAMIN MOORE ® COLOR SAMPLE
Scan the QR code
for this
amazing offer!
Offer valid for one (1) free Benjamin Moore® Color Sample with purchase of one (1) Benjamin Moore® Color Sample of equal or
greater value from participating retailer. Excludes ARBORCOAT®. Products may vary from store to store. Subject to availability.
Offer cannot be combined with other offers, discounts or promotions, or applied toward prior purchases. Retailer reserves the
right to terminate, cancel or modify this offer at any time without notice. Coupon expires 12/31/2022. ©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co.
ARBORCOAT, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.
All other marks are the property of their respective owner. 4/22

Check out our new podcast
at Wallauer.com/podcast
The Pelham Post
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WE ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

Recent PMHS
Athlete of the Week

Gourmet e x p r e s s
• NEW: Family Frozen Dinner Entrees To Go
• Chopped Salads
• Juice Bar & Wheat Grass Shots
• Gourmet Hot Food Bar & Cold Salad Bar
• Premium Deli with Flat Bread Sandwiches
• Homemade Soups (Dairy free & Gluten free)
• Homemade Pizza
• Espresso, Cappuccino & Herbal Teas
• Fine Catering

Congratulations goes out to PMHS Sophomore
Mia Orlando for being named PMHS Athlete
of the Week. Playing for the varsity girls
lacrosse team, Orlando won 7 draw controls in
a game against Hendrick Hudson, setting the
school record for a career with 94.

914-738-6569 or 738-6156 Fax: 738-6800
924 West Street, Pelham Manor, NY 10803

Perfect Your Practice This
Summer with Bayside Travel
Rotary Club of The Pelhams

Celebrating Our 75 th Year

ROTARY DAY
Wednesday, May 11, 2022
5-7pm at Pelham Art Center
Admission Free
Beer – Wine – Appetizers

Plan now for the experience
you’ve been dreaming of
Call your Bayside Wellness
Travel Advisor today

Chartered on January 17, 1947, Pelham Rotary Club of the
Pelhams is well known for its philanthropy. Rotary members have
volunteered for projects locally and internationally. Locally, the
Rotary Club spearheaded the campaign to build the Pelham Town
Gazebo and awards a $12,000 scholarship to a graduating senior
at Pelham Memorial High School. Internationally, the Rotary Club
has raised more than $240,000 over 16 years with proceeds from its
wine and food Tastings events to fund Gift of Life heart surgeries
for foreign children.
Join us to learn more about Rotary and how to become a member.
Also, visit our website at pelhamrotary.com

914.833.8880
www.luxurytravelservice.com

Rotary Scholarship
2021 Winner

The Pelham Post
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Gift of Life Host Family

VOTE

JACKIE DE ANGELIS
*PROVEN COMMUNITY ADVOCATE*

For Pelham Board of Education Trustee
May 17th 2022 (7am - 9pm)
Pelham Middle School Gym
Community Advocacy
and Service

Straight Forward
Priorities

I mobilized 500+ Pelham
parents to drive the District to
accelerate a safe return to
full-time in person school.

As BOE Trustee, I will focus
on academic excellence,
addressing learning loss,
a robust return to all
extra-curricular activities and
sports, and enhanced support for
student and teacher well-being.

I then served on the District’s
Reopening Task Force to see it
through for Pelham families.

I will use my experience as a
business leader to increase Board
responsiveness and transparency,
provide appropriate District
oversight, and be a good partner
with the District and the Community.

About Jackie De Angelis

My husband, Jeff, and I have been Pelham residents since 2005. I lead a healthcare
marketing agency and he is a scientist at a local medical school.
Our daughter is in 8th grade and has been a student in Pelham schools since kindergarten.

Please visit JackieDeAngelisforPelhamBOE.com for more information.
The Pelham Post
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Candidate Statements for Pelham BOE Trustee
Jackie De Angelis

Paula Wood

My name is Jackie De Angelis and I am running for Pelham Board of Education Trustee to help oversee our exceptional school district. Please vote for me on
May 17th at the Pelham Middle School.
My husband and I have been Pelham residents since 2005. I lead a healthcare marketing agency, and Jeff is a scientist at a local medical school. Our daughter, now in 8th grade, has been a student in Pelham Schools since Kindergarten.
Straightforward Priorities -- If elected, my priorities will be to continue
recovery from the educational and emotional impact of pandemic learning by focusing on academics, addressing learning loss, a robust return to extracurricular activities and sports, and
enhanced support for student and teacher well-being. I will set an example for students by considering the
community in my decision-making, communicating clearly and transparently, and working collaboratively.
Community Advocacy Leader and Service Focus -- I mobilized 500+ Pelham parents to advocate to
the District for a safe and accelerated return to in-person school 5 days per week. I then served on the District’s Reopening Task Force (and now the Covid Committee) to see it through for Pelham families.
I also serve on the corporate social responsibility committee at my company. We organize events and
initiatives that range from supporting health equity, to repairing houses, cleaning parks and alleviating food
insecurity.
Finally, I was lucky to serve as a Girl Scout troop leader throughout my daughter’s years at Siwanoy.
Highly Applicable Skills -- As a business leader, I have skills that directly apply to a BOE Trustee position. I am:
• Solutions-oriented, seeking quick resolution to challenges and to understand root causes
• Focused on removing obstacles to success for my teams
• Well-versed in developing budgets and strategic plans with performance tracking
An Eye on the Future -- I will help set the District up for continued success, by ensuring that:
• The next strategic plan is easy to understand, focuses on both academic achievement and well-being, has
measurable goals, and includes a progress tracker
• Annual budgets and hiring efforts are aligned to strategic goals
• Our school taxes are managed effectively
Every child deserves to put pandemic learning behind them, enjoy their school days, and do their very
best work. The same goes for our wonderful teachers.
For more information, please visit: JackieDeAngelisforPelhamBOE.com. I look forward to securing your
vote for Pelham Board of Education Trustee.

My name is Paula Wood, and I am excited to announce my candidacy
for Board of Education. My husband Josh, our two sons, and I made Pelham
our home more than 13 years ago. While shepherding the boys through their
childhood and adolescence, I’ve had the privilege to get to know many other
parents, teachers and administrators. I’m thrilled to be part of this wonderful community as we return to lives full of activity and connection. I believe
the near-term challenges will bring a period of recovery and realignment for
our schools. I am optimistic about the future and as a newly-elected BOE
member, I will dedicate my skills as a creative collaborator and solutions-oriented innovator to
serve the community I love.
I grew up in this area and graduated from New Rochelle High School, then attended Bates
College and Maine College of Art and Design. Early in my career I worked part-time as an enrichment teacher throughout the five boroughs of New York City, bringing arts-based STEM
education to elementary and early childhood classrooms impacted by 9/11. From that experience, I decided to focus my career on educational organizations, eventually taking a position at
Bank Street College, a leader in student-directed, early childhood and K-12 education. As Web
Producer for this wide-ranging, yet close-knit community of educators, I became well versed in
education and my commitment to public education is unwavering.
A year after settling in Pelham, I made the difficult choice to leave my position at Bank
Street to be the primary caregiver for my sons. This allowed me to invest my time and skills
in our new community. I served on Site-Based Council and the PTA board at Hutchinson and
I coordinated the enrichment program, the largest in the district. I have also served on several
BOE committees throughout my twelve years in the district: Community Engagement, Maker
Space, and Authentic Learning. I look forward to seeing our older son graduate from PMHS in
2023, while our younger son will continue at The Masters School. You can read more about me
at paulawoodforpelhamschools.com.
Community Leadership Roles: Hutchinson Site-Based Council; PTA Board - Hutchinson;
Concordia Conservatory Advisory Board Member; Citizens Nominating Committee member;
Hutchinson Enrichment Coordinator; BOE Committee Member (Advocacy & Engagement, Maker Space, Authentic Learning); Progressive Women of Pelham Executive Board Member; Pelham
Music Festival Board Member (current) and Pelham Art Center Board Member (current).

Will Treves

Natalie Marrero

Who I am: I’ve lived with my family in Pelham for eight years. With one
child in Middle School, one in Colonial, and one starting kindergarten in September, it’s safe to say I’m heavily invested in our school system. Also, some of
you may know me from Pelham Pack 1 Cub Scouts which I’ve helped lead for
seven years.
Why I’m running: I’m proud of Pelham and I’m proud of our community.
But do our schools deliver the standard of excellence to which they aspire? Are
we repairing the damage of COVID with enough urgency? I believe the answer
to these questions is no, and I’m dedicated to reversing these downward trends and returning us to an
upward trajectory.
My experience: I have more than a decade’s experience in general management roles in both large
and small companies. I’m used to solving problems with many stakeholders and listening to diverse
opinions. I’m currently Chief Operating Officer for an early-stage internet business in New York City.
What I believe:
• We need to better understand our kids’ performance. Common sense suggests that the range of outcomes since March 2020 must be wildly different from student to student. So, it is strange that the
District has done little to acknowledge the learning loss from 2020 and 2021, not just to the student
body as a whole, but to individual students based on their circumstances. Not every child had private
tutors. Not every child had stay at home parents during this time. Not every child was well suited to
this markedly different learning environment. So, it is more important than ever that we measure and
report upon our schools’ performance in a way that is transparent and understandable by all.
• How do we compare? Pelham’s schools are supposed to be excellent … but are they? How do we compare not only to national and state standards, but also to our neighboring towns? We need relevant
benchmarks so we can be confident that our town really is delivering a standard of excellence, and not
just aspiring to one.
• The Board should reflect the concerns of the community. While the Board’s role is not to micromanage, it must be clear and direct in establishing the outcomes the community expects. And all opinions
should be welcome from every stakeholder in our school system. Most importantly, it should never
take a petition from parents to force action from the District on something the community wants to
happen.
You can learn more and get in touch at www.willtrevesforboe.com. Please consider voting for me
on May 17th!
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My name is Natalie Marrero and I’m honored to be running for a
seat on the Pelham Board of Education.
I moved to Pelham in 2015 with my husband, Conrad and three
small children. From the moment I unpacked, I knew I was home and
wanted to be part of this beautiful and diverse community. I have given
of myself through volunteerism in numerous capacities since we arrived in Pelham. Anyone who knows me can tell you that volunteering
is important to me, and I have actively served and advocated for the
educational needs of our community’s children from day one.
Community Commitment. I became involved with the PTA as soon as my children enrolled in Prospect Hill Elementary School and continue to serve on the PTA, PTA Council and
Site Based Council today. I serve on the Board of the Pelham Children’s Center although my
children did not attend PCC and are in elementary and middle school now. I do so because
I believe that a great educational foundation is key to future academic success. Through my
involvement with the different school base organizations, I have come to realize how much
impact the Board of Education has on the day-to-day education of our children. I want to be
a part of that team now and use my skills to positively impact the direction of this school system. Being elected to the Pelham Board of Education will allow me to continue advocating for
excellence in the education of all children in our community and bring thoughtful leadership
and accountability to the district.
Parent Engagement is Key. I believe the Board of Education must be responsive and receptive to the parents and encourage open dialog. The Board of Education must be partners
with the parents in this endeavor if we are to be successful in providing the best academic
and educational experience to our community’s children. Academic excellence is and should
be the primary focus of the BOE’s work– every child should have the opportunity to get a
great education here in Pelham and achieve to their highest potential.
Clear Strategy Matters. The five-year Strategic Plan adopted by the Board of Education
will be up for reevaluation in the next couple of years and Board members must ensure the
plan set forth by the district meets the needs of the community and emphasizes academic
excellence.
More about me at https://www.natalieforpelhamboe.com/
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Candidate Statement for
Pelham BOE Trustee
Eileen Miller
I’m Eileen Miller, and I’m thrilled to announce that I am running for the Pelham Board of Education. I’m running because I’m passionate about our schools
and our students. I value cooperation, the opportunity to succeed for all our
children, open communication, and I value trust.
My platform is Rebuilding the School Community. These are my three top
priorities:
1. Academic success among all our students. Our students’ interrupted education has been terrible. Our kids are quick learners and they WILL BOUNCE
BACK. But we need to help them, and I think we can do more. I propose that the District provide summer enrichment for any elementary school student whose parents feel they need it. Strengthening
our kids’ fundamental skills will be their best path to academic success.
2. Support the mental health and social/emotional wellness of all students and staff. Unfortunately,
the pandemic exacerbated an existing youth mental health crisis. No child succeeds academically if
they are not okay emotionally— investment in human and programmatic resources at all grade levels
is critical to our children’s overall success.
3. Invest in our students’ futures with responsible budgeting. I believe that our tax dollars are investments in our children’s futures and we must invest wisely. This year’s proposed budget adds support to
our critically important social-emotional wellness efforts, teachers to expand course offerings, Interventionists to support continued academic needs, and provides increased technology to our youngest
students. That is a lot of bang for our buck.
Improved communication will be the hallmark of my Board service. There has been a lack of alignment on how the Board handles public comment during meetings. I believe there should be more open
dialogue during these sessions, and I will advocate for changes in this area.
About Me -- My family and I have lived in Pelham for 10 years this August. Both our children attended Pelham schools; my son is a college sophomore and my daughter is a high school senior. My many
roles include: Class parent, chair of the book fair at Colonial; Member of Middle School Site Based Council;
Board Member of the Pelham Education Foundation; Co-President of the Friends of the Pelham Public
Library; and Trustee on the Pelham Board of Education.
And, I have worked at Pelham Together for the last four years.
A common thread in all my endeavors is that I choose student-centered work, and I love to work as
part of a team. I truly believe the best ideas come from groups who are diverse in thinking, committed to
professionalism, hard work, and have the best interests and success of students and the staff at the center
of everything.
Finally, thanks to my prior Board experience I understand the legal, financial, educational, and social
emotional wellness issues that are unique to public schools. My thoughtful leadership means that I will be
able to spearhead continuous improvements and build on our already great schools.
For more info, or to find me on social media, please visit my website: www.eileenmillerboe.com

Senator Biaggi and Senate Majority
Pass Legislation to Combat Domestic
Violence and Support Survivors
Last month, the New York State Senate advanced a legislative package to combat domestic violence and provide greater protections for survivors of domestic abuse in New York
State. The legislative package includes S404/A3422, sponsored by Senator Alessandra Biaggi
to allow prosecutors to petition a court to access orders of protection issued in association
with prior sealed domestic violence cases if relevant to a new proceeding.
State Senator Alessandra Biaggi (D-Bronx/Westchester) issued the following statement:
“Unfortunately, domestic violence remains a pervasive issue in New York State that
has only been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. New York State currently allows law
enforcement officials to petition a court to access previously sealed records in domestic
violence cases – excluding prosecutors. This bill will allow prosecutors the same access to
prior records, ensuring that serial abusers are held accountable for further violations and
domestic violence survivors have the ability to seek justice in the courts. As legislators, we
must do everything we can to both ease the burden for survivors seeking justice and prevent
future violence. I am grateful to Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and my
Senate colleagues for prioritizing this issue.”
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“The Art Happening” Returns
to Pelham Art Center
Pelham Art Center, 155
Fifth Avenue, presents the
second annual Art Happening – an afternoon community art festival on Saturday, May 21, 2022. The Art
Happening brings together
community members of
all ages to create, witness,
celebrate and support the
arts! The Art Happening ’22
takes place in the Art Center courtyard and gallery
from noon to 3pm.
Start the afternoon
with outdoor family yoga
with Samantha Richardson
(11:30-12:30pm). A gentle
yoga sequence will awaken
the creativity and get the
body moving before the
rest of the fun begins. Several artmaking stations will be in the courtyard. Create spring art
projects with teaching artists Donna Ross and
Zafiro Acevedo. Collaborative artmaking will be
a highlight of The Art Happening, as attendees
fill the courtyard with chalk art and contribute
painted expressions on the community canvas.

Special guests Donetta Riley and
Accent Dance NYC will bring joy to this
art-filled afternoon. Donetta Riley will
be making balloons in all kinds of playful colors and shapes. At 1pm, Accent
Dance NYC takes center stage for a
performance followed by an interactive
dance number with the audience.
The Art Happening includes a
one-day sale of affordable works and
prints by artists in the Artist Club Exhibition. In the gallery, browse the Artist
Club Bazaar to collect unique artwork
and support local emerging artists.
May 21st will be the final day to view
the Artist Club Exhibition. Participating
artist vendors include: Heedan Chung,
Janice DeMarino, Hilda Demsky, Erika
Hibbert, Eric Kollen, Susan Nathenson,
Joyce Pommer, Rebecca Schwarz, Scott
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Seaboldt, and Fran Sisco.
Inside the Art Center from 1 to 3pm, Hilary
Parry Haggerty will be giving free personalized
tarot readings. Get a family reading, ask about
an important decision, or see what comes up in
the cards.
Pelham Art Center is committed to providing free and affordable art
programs for our community.
There is a suggested $5 donation per person to enjoy all
the Art Happening fun.
The Art Happening ’22 is
generously sponsored by Bischof & Bischof LLP.
This event is also presented with support from
The ArtsWestchester ReStart
the Arts Grant, and Pelham
Art Center Members & Annual Fund Donors.
Visit pelhamartcenter.
org for more informtion.

Is Your Retirement Account Secure?

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS,
CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

You may recall previous article which discussed changes to the requirements for taking
money out of your retirement accounts. The
changes were part of the SECURE Act which affected anyone who owns an IRA or other retirement account.
While there have been significant changes
to the estate tax over the last several years, those
changes likely won’t affect most Americans since
less than 1 percent have estates large enough to be
subject to the federal estate tax. Conversely, most
people have money in retirement accounts and
over the next two to three decades there will be
the largest inter-generational transfer of wealth in
history, with much of the money being transferred

being held in retirement accounts.
Retirement accounts allow you to put away
money, which grows tax-free, and not pay taxes on
it until you take the money out. Thus, it is a way to
defer paying taxes, not avoiding taxes. Nevertheless, there is great value in being able to defer taxes. Given the choice, you are usually better off paying taxes later, instead of now; unless perhaps you
expect to be in a higher tax bracket later. Moreover, the assets in retirement accounts continue
to grow tax-free, without diminution for payment
of taxes along the way. Unfortunately, the deferral doesn’t last forever, and the IRS has rules that
require minimum distributions (RMDs) be taken,
depending on the type of retirement account you
have and your age. Roth IRAs do not have RMDs
while you are alive; but there is no tax deduction
for contributions you make to Roth IRAs.
The most important change made by the
SECURE Act was the elimination of the “stretch”
option for most IRAs. Previously, if you inherited an IRA from someone, you were able to take
those benefits over your life expectancy if proper
planning was done. This allowed IRAs to grow in
amount tax-free without having to be depleted by
larger mandatory withdrawals since the beneficiary was typically younger than the original IRA
owner. Under the SECURE Act, the entire account
must be distributed within ten years of the account
owner’s death, unless certain exceptions apply.

Girl in Transit:

The Cowboy
Poetry Gathering
Celebrating Ranch Life
of the American West
By Barbara Barton Sloane
When you hear the word Cowboy, what comes
to mind? A robust, strong, no-nonsense individual,
right? So, Cowboy Poetry? Yes.
The Cowboy Poetry Gathering began as a time
and place where western ranchers and cowboys
could gather to share poems about their lives working
cattle. Three decades later, the Gathering encompasses western poets, musicians, artisans, and storytellers sharing their creativity across the country, telling their stories of hard work, heartbreak, and hilarity
– what it means to make your way in the rangeland
West.
The cowboy’s work is often lonely and isolated, a
cycle of dirty, dangerous jobs from the spring roundup through the cattle drive, the end of the trail and the
return to the ranch. Not so surprising then that the
cowboy, as with the miner, the logger, the fisherman
–has a poetry-seeking tradition, whether it’s reciting
the classics or reading their own poetry or prose.
I attended this fascinating event in Elko, Nevada. The town is located in the northeastern corner of
the state, 230 miles from Salt Lake City and 295 miles
from Reno. The Western Folklife Center, host to the
Poetry Gathering, is based in Elko and is best known
as the headquarters for the annual Poetry Gathering –

but it also shines year-round as an exemplary display
of contemporary cowboy craftsmanship, ranch life,
and American Indian art – all three of which tell the
story of northeastern Nevada’s rich Western cultural
heritage.
The Lure of Cowboy Life -- While in Elko I
stayed at the 71 Ranch, a guest ranch for the Working Cowboy Experience. The “71” is a real cattle ranch
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The purported rationale for this change, was that
the IRA rules were originally intended to provide
for the owner’s retirement and not intended to be
a wealth creation vehicle for the beneficiaries.
Certain beneficiaries are not subject to the
new 10-year rule, including surviving spouses, minor children (but not grandchildren), individuals
with disabilities or those who are chronically ill,
and individuals who are not more than 10 years
younger than the IRA owner. If you qualify under
these rules, you can still use the life expectancy tables and stretch out the retirement benefits.
The SECURE Act also changed the date that
individuals have to start taking required minimum
distributions from their retirement accounts from
age 70 and ½ to age 72. In addition, IRA contributions may now be made for those still working regardless of age. Previously, 701/2 was the age limit
for those still working.
When the SECURE Act was enacted, there
were a lot of unanswered questions concerning
how the new rules were to be interpreted and
implemented. Over the past couple of years, it
has been confusing and, in some cases, extremely complicated to compute the proper amount of
RMD. The stakes are high, since there is a 50% excise tax if you don’t take out enough money from
your IRA each year. In fact, this rule continues to
apply to your IRA beneficiaries after your death.
Recently, in an attempt to clarify and provide

additional guidance on the SECURE Act, the IRS
has finally issued proposed regulations. This IRS
publication is more than 270 pages long and we
certainly can’t explain all the nuances in this article. Suffice to say, there are probably provisions in
the new proposed regulations that will affect you
and your IRA.
While having a modern estate plan includes
documents such as a will, trust, financial power of
attorney and health care directives, it absolutely
makes sense to give proper attention to your retirement accounts. Oh, and don’t forget that your
will typically does not determine who receives
your IRA at death, since that is covered by your
beneficiary designation.
Bottom line: In light of the new proposed
regulations regarding the SECURE Act, it probably
makes sense to take a fresh look at how your retirement accounts are treated in your estate plan.
Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr.
Krooks may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting
the firm’s website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

right in the middle of cowboy country and during my
stay I had the chance to be a part of day-to-day ranch
life for a truly authentic experience. I rode horseback
over a small part of the ranch’s 38,000 acres, right
alongside some of the 2,500 head of cattle belonging
to the ranch. Being new to sitting atop a horse, I elicited a promise from my cowboy guide that my slowpoke horse would not, under any circumstances, take
it into his head to run. He didn’t and I stayed astride
to the end. That evening, we had a typical cowboy
dinner of ribs, baked beans, potatoes and pie. A group
of us then gathered around a campfire to ward off
the chill which crept in at dusk. We sang along with a
cowboy who entertained us with well-known Western songs, and, feeling warm and toasty, we were very
happy campers!
Celebrating Life in the Rural West -- The next
day I visited the Western Folklife Center where it
was explained that the Poetry Gathering is a weeklong celebration of life in the rural west, featuring
the contemporary and traditional arts of western
ranching culture. Poetry, music, dance, stories, film,
photography, food – all contribute to an event that
has become an annual ritual and a place of personal
meaning for thousands of people. And lest you think
the performers are only the boys, I’m happy to tell you
there are a lot of authentic cowgirls who recite their
poetry as well. Among performers at the event was
National Public Radio commentator Baxter Black, the
renowned “wacko” poet whose verse has been heard
by millions. I was lucky enough to see Baxter perform
at the Elko Convention Center, filled to capacity, and
everyone enjoying his raucous performance.
Among some of Elko’s fun activities that I got a
chance to experience: I watched a saddle being made
at the famed J.M. Capriola Company; I saw pottery
done the old-fashioned way at Tuscarora Pottery
School; I visited one of Elko’s many casinos; and at
the Northeastern Nevada Museum I checked out the
handicrafts of Native Americans and explored, in-

depth, Nevada’s early years with exhibits of mining,
ranching, native culture and Old West history. I ended
my day with a delicious dinner at Toki Ona, one of the
many Basque restaurants in this town.
Elko and the surrounding area has much to offer, from the beauty of the land, the Ruby Mountains
called the “alps of Nevada,” to the endless prairies
covered with sage brush, bright yellow rabbit grass,
juniper forests and dotted with grazing Black Angus
wherever you look. The sky is always bright blue, the
clouds big and billowy, and the mountain goats, big
horn sheep, and elk are never far away.
Touching Words: There’s a lovely little poem
that I read at the Folklife Center, aptly called “A Cowboy’s Prayer:”
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I thank you, Lord, that I am placed so well,
That you have made my freedom so complete
That I’m no slave of whistle, clock or bell,
Nor weak-eyed prisoner of wall and street.
Just let me live my life as I’ve begun
And give me work that’s open to the sky;
Make me a pardner of the wind and sun,
And I won’t ask a life that’s soft or high.
At the Cowboy Poetry Gathering, you’ll
hear many poems just as heartfelt and profound as this. Come to their next event (January
30-February 4, 2023) and it’s guaranteed you’ll
have yourself a howlin’ good time!
If You Go:
The National Cowboy Poetry Gathering
www.nationalcowboypoetrygathering.org
Barbara Barton Sloane is a Pelham-based Travel
Editor/Columnist who writes for a number of
both national and international publications.
She delights in sharing her global travel experiences with our readers.
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The season for fresh soft-shell crab runs
through September and there are legions who
crave this delicacy simply sautéed or deep fried
with some lemon and butter. Nothing like a
crispy soft-shell crab sandwich with the proper condiments. They first show up from Florida
and the Gulf Coast at area markets followed by
the popular bounty from the Chesapeake. As the
season wears on more venues will be serving
them. Here’s where to seek them out locally:
The 808 Bistro, 808 Scarsdale Ave., Scarsdale (914-722-0808) Chef Salvatore Cucullo Jr.
will be serving soft shells with creamy polenta
and cheese & spinach stuffed tomatoes on the
side. They will also be on hand at their other
space: El Barrio. www.the808bistro.com
Saltaire Oyster Bar and Fish House, 55
Abendroth Ave., Port Chester (914-939-2425)
Happy Hours have returned to the handsome
barroom. Soft Shells will be available. www.saltaireoysterbar.com
Artie’s Steak & Seafood, 394 City Island
Ave., City Island, Bronx (718-885-9885) The
blackboard lists the weekly specialties served
with all the trimmings. Jumbo soft shells simply
sautéed. Wash it all down with one of the house

specialty cocktails or craft beers. Indoors and al
fresco. www.artiescityisland.com
Sammy’s Fish Box, 41 City Island Ave., City
Island, Bronx. (718-885-0920) Traditional seafood. Indoor & outdoor dining, or to go. www.
sammysfishbox.com
Dubrovnik, 721 Main Street, New Rochelle
(914-637-3777) This restaurant, the first to specialize in Croatian/Adriatic cuisine in the metro
area, excels in fish and seafood so you won’t go
wrong here. Indoor, al fresco, takeout & delivery. www.dubrovnikny.com
Magno’s Grill, 108 Centre Ave., New Rochelle (914-235-0008) Chef Angel Magno offers
soft shell crabs piccata with caper berries over
sautéed corn, tomatoes, spinach, with a lemon
wine sauce. Take-out & delivery. www.magnosgrill.com
(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing consultant and former restaurant trade magazine
editor. He has been tracking and writing about
the food and dining scene in greater Westchester
for 30 years. He may be reached at: 914-235-6591.
E-mail: gutreactions@optonline.net)
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ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras,
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at
914-235-0302.
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CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc., Seeks FT job as Caregiver.
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.
JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall
and painting! Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.
TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment? Experiencing loneliness or
memory loss? Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually.
Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening. Contact Josh at
914-391-2867.
IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and
Companion. Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.
RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services
from Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing
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Pelham’s Earth Day Festival at Gazebo Park was both Fun and Informative
The highly successful Earth Day Festival
brought to Pelham by Ecopel and Pelham Eliminates Plastics was held on April 23 at Gazebo
Park. Various tables were set up ready to teach
visitors about solar power, pollinators, composting and how to live a more sustainable life. The
beautiful day was filled with music provided by
PMHS student bands. Native butterfly milkweed
seedlings were handed out. Visitors learned how
to sip lemonade without a straw. Children had
fun making various related crafts.
For more information follow Ecopel on
Facebook and Twitter and visit ecopel.org

PROJECT COMMUNITY’S

COLOR RUN WEEKEND!
Join us for a weekend of fun to support Project Community’s
ongoing community and health programs.

KICK OFF PARTY/
SHOP PARTY!

COLOR
RUN!

Saturday, May 21st, 7pm -late

Sunday, May 22nd,10am-2pm

11 Westward Lane, Pelham Manor
Early Bird Tickets:
$30 for adults / $15 for kids 5+
FREE for children
4 and under

925 West Street, Pelham Manor
(Westchester Collision)

Live music, food, drinks,
and a live auction to support
Project Community (adults 21 & over)

Register online: ProjectCommunity.us

Visit us at ProjectCommunity.us to learn more!

Project Community is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that began in Pelham, NY and has programs,
with proven results, that have reached over 80,000 children and teens throughout the Metropolitan area.
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B R O K E R AG E
IN PELHAM

Q1 - 2021 Home Sales By Company
S I N G L E - F A M I LY | T O TA L D O L L A R V O L U M E

| PELHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT

43%

HOULIHAN LAWRENCE

9%
7%
5%
4%

PUT THE POWER OF #1
TO WO R K F O R YO U.
PELH A M B RO K ER AG E · 914.7 38. 2006
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Source: One Key MLS 1/1/2022 - 3/31/2022, total volume sold, Single Family homes, by office, Pelham School District.
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In past years, a return from
public school spring break would
normally mean a good number qf
new listings on the market in
Pelham as spring begins to bloom
Not this year. Justfive single-family
detached homes came newly on the
market the week ofApril 18 and
none in the $1M-1.4M category.
Meanwhile, two went to contract

Pelham Real Estate This Week
Perfectly sized and proportioned home on
the prized mid-block of Clifford Avenue in
Pelhamwood, this home comes with all the
trimmings, including updated bathrooms,
large kitchen with high-end appliances,
extra family/play room, original interior
chestnut trim and two fireplaces. Five
bedrooms, including third floor bedroom
and walk-out basement offer further
potential. Walk to all.
Offered at$1,515,000
More at: PelhamLife.net/79Clifford

that week, holding the
supply/demand ratio to an
unprecedented 1:3 ratio (11 single

Schuyler Park at Four Corners, third floor,
two-bedroom co-op with high ceilings,
plaster walls with F rench panel inserts and
updated kitchen. Convenient location with
nearby shopping and parks and less than a
mile to Pelham Train Station. Monthly
maintenance including property taxes and
some utilities $1232 (before potential STAR
reductions).
Offered at$ 249,000

family detached homes on
the market vs. 35 in contract
as of April 26).
~ Arthur Scinta

ARTHUR L. SCINTA
Associate Real Estate Broker
AScinta@HoulihanLawrence.com

Cell: 914.552.1420

':All Pelham,
All the Time"

#

ONE PELHAMWOOD AVENUE, PELHAM, NY 1oso3
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THE NUMBER ONE
HOULIHAN LAWRENCE
AGENT IN PELHAM

Source: OKMI.S January I - February 18, 2022
OKMI.S, l/l/2/ -12/31/21, Iota/ dollar volume of single family homes sold by llou/ihan Lawrence Agefll, Pelham school dislrict
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